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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to address classroom-based assessment and remedial reading instruction.  It discusses the nature of reading disability, identification of students with reading difficulty, diagnosis of reading abilities, and factors thought to be associated with reading difficulties.  It also examines a variety of instructional strategies to improve reading performance.  Knowledge learned in this course will be categorized as declarative, procedural, and conditional.  Participants will develop declarative knowledge through readings, lectures, and class discussions.  Procedural and conditional knowledge will be gained through working with a struggling reader.  Assignments to be completed are to promote participants’ integration of knowledge and concepts from the readings, lectures, discussions, and a case study throughout the course.  Prerequisite:  EDUC 150, EDUC 250, and EDUC 330.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, the prospective teacher will be able to:

· Demonstrate knowledge of assessing and evaluating reading abilities

· Identify K-8 graders who may be having reading difficulty

· Conduct reading diagnoses using formal and informal measures, with an emphasis on the informal

· Demonstrate knowledge of instructional strategies and techniques for correcting reading difficulties

· Develop instructional plans and implement remediation of reading difficulties

TEXTBOOK (Required)

Rubin, D. (2002). Diagnosis and Correction in Reading Instruction, 4th Ed. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Bader, L.A. (2002). Bader Reading and Language Inventory. 4th Ed. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.

Additional materials will be handed out in class or reserved at the library.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

1. Using a field classroom textbook to design a Cloze test and administer it to your case study student.  Provide a rationale for the design of the test and report the test results (one page).

2. Assess the readability of a field textbook, using Fry Readability Formula and Irwin Davis Readability Checklist.

3. You will need to find one learner to work with as a case study throughout this semester.  The case study is a good opportunity for you to apply theory to practicing reading diagnosis and correction in the elementary classroom.  Select a learner who is having difficulty with reading in some manner.  You should plan to meet with this learner for a session lasting about 30-45 minutes each week. You must meet with the student a minimum of 10 sessions.

4. You are required to develop a portfolio for your case study. 


The portfolio should include the following:

a) A cover page

b) Table of contents

c) Field log

d) Case history – In this report, you will include a brief school history and current educational program for your student, some information about the student’s family background and parents’ involvement in the student’s education.  You should also include preliminary report of strengths and weaknesses of your student and reading areas that you intend to focus on with your student.  The information will be based on interviews, observations and formal records.  

* Please note this should be narrative.  Attach the following:



-  Observation Checklists



-  Interest/Information Interviews



-  Metacognitive Interviews

e) Field journal entries – Keep an ongoing journal where you reflect on the sessions with your student.  The journal should contain your initial ideas/plans (for what you want to accomplish with your student, including instructional ideas, materials, and expectations) about each session.  Try to give a justification for why you are planning these activities.  These are not intended to be a list of objectives, but a narrative where you carefully explain and reflect on your plans.  You are also to describe what actually happened, and reflect on these events.  Try to answer these questions:  How did your plans work? What was successful and what might you try differently next time?  What do you think the student learned during this session? What concerns occurred to you? What do you think was particularly beneficial? How do you think the student felt? And your future plans, etc.

f) Reading diagnosis (Informal Reading Inventory) – The purpose of this activity is for you to practice an Informal Reading Inventory with your student.  If possible, try the IRI with one other student (average of the class) before using it with your student.  This will help you to see if you understand the procedure and help you to discover and organization that enables you to do many things at once.  You will include the following in the IRI:

· Word Lists

· Oral Reading (including):

a) Running Records or Miscue Analyses
b) Summary of Oral Reading (with description of reading fluency, reading rate, and three reading levels)

· Silent reading

· Listening capacity test

· Reading levels (Please indicate your student’s independent, instructional, frustration levels and reading potential)

*Please attach all the documents and raw data (written notes, word lists and reading passages used, scoring sheets, audiotape, and any other information you think is relevant to the study). Remember to date everything.

g) Diagnostic Instruction - Include the following:

· Hypotheses:  Based on your assessments of the context and the learner, you will form hypotheses about your case study student that will be the basis for your intervention plan.

· Intervention Plan: The plan will outline the specific context and instructional interventions that will test your hypotheses about your learner’s reading difficulty.  You will be adding/modifying the plan as you work with your students.  Specifically, you are expected to plan spelling, phonics or vocabulary activities and comprehension, composition or study activities based upon your student’s needs.  Record what you did to help correct your case study student’s reading difficulty.

· Plan for testing/evaluating your intervention

h) Post-tests, Results, and Summaries

i) Final Case Report – The culmination of your work with your students will be the Diagnostic Case Report that will be shared with your student’s teacher, but will not be included in that student’s official school records.  Final Reflection (3-4 pages in length) You will reflect on 1) the knowledge and concepts you have learned in this course, and 2) your field experience in reading diagnosis and correction.

All assignments (except the scoring sheets) must: 

· be word processed and double-spaced (with standard 12-point font and Times New Roman)

· attend to proper rules of English grammar

· conform to APA style

COURSE EVALUATION

Your final course grade will be determined by the sum of the points you earn on each of the assignments.  The following is a distribution of grade percentage for the semester.  Additional guidelines for some assignments will be provided in class.

	Assignments
	Grade percentage

	Class Participation
	10%

	Cloze Test
	5%

	Fry Readability Formula

Irwin-Davis Readability Checklist
	5%



	Two Examinations
	40%

	Fieldwork Portfolio
	40%

	
	TOTAL: 100%


GRADING SCALE

94-100 = A

80-82 = B-

67-69 = D+

90-93 = A-

77-79 = C+

63-66 = D

87-89 = B+

73-76 = C

60-62 = D-

83-86 = B

70-72 = C-

0-59 = F

A grade of B- or better is needed to satisfy program requirements.

POLICY ON ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION

Regular class attendance is required.  There is no difference between an excused and unexcused absence, except those approved by the Provost Office.  If you must miss a class session, please make sure that a classmate picks up your handouts.

Active and constructive participation is essential to successful completion of this course.  Class participation will be evaluated for (1) evidence that you completed all the readings for each class session, (2) the thoughtfulness of your contributions to the class discussions, and (3) the professionalism of your interactions with your peers and instructor.

DISABILITY SERVICES AND ACCOMODATION FOR STUDENTS

In compliance with Lake Superior State University policy and equal access laws, disability-related accommodations or services are available.  Students who desire such services are to meet with the instructor in a timely manner, preferably the first week of class, to discuss their disability-related needs.  Students will not receive services until they register with the Resource Center for Students with Disabilities (RCSD).  Proper registration will enable RCSD to verify the disability and determine reasonable academic accommodations.  RCSD is located in South Hall Office 206.  The telephone number is 906-635-2454.

EDUC 410 COURSE SCHEDULE
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignments Due

	1-17
	Field Experience expectations  

Course Syllabus
	
	

	1-24
	Section One
Introduction to reading diagnosis and correction 

The teacher’s role
	Chapters 1&2
	

	1-31
	Factors that affect reading performance 
The underachiever

Performance-based Assessment
	Chapters 5&6
Chapter 4

Chapter 10
	Initial Report

	2-7
	Section Two
Reading Diagnosis

Test, Measurement, and Evaluation

Reading Diagnosis: Informal Inventory
	Chapters 3&7
Bader Reading and Language Inventory
	

	2-14
	Reading Diagnosis: Informal Inventory
	Chapter 8
	

	2-21
	Reading Diagnosis: Informal Inventory
	Chapter 9
	Cloze Test
Mid-term Exam

	2-28
	Section Three
Diagnostic instruction

Record Keeping

Evaluating textbooks
	Chapter 11
	Informal Reading Inventory

	3-7
	Spring Break
	
	

	3-14
	Word recognition: Phonemic Awareness

Phonics Instruction
	Chapter 12
	

	3-21
	Vocabulary expansion
	
	a) Fry Readability Formula

b) Irwin-Davis readability checklists

	3-28
	Teaching modeling & scaffolding 
Reading comprehension strategies

Reading Fluency
	Chapter 13
	

	4-4
	Learning Strategies and Study Skills
	Chapter 14
	

	4-11
	Helping Special Children
	Chapter 15
	

	4-18
	Case Study Presentations
	
	

	4-25
	Case Study Presentations
	
	

	May 2
	Final Examination


	
	


Please note the instructor reserves the right to make changes to this schedule due to emerging issues.  Appropriate notice will be given prior to changes.
