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Abstract


Gray wolves (Canis lupus) in Michigan have nearly been extirpated from the state.  Thanks to a remnant population and immigration of wolves from Minnesota, population numbers are on the rise.  Researchers use a number of methods to determine population size of wolves.  These methods include scat counts, aerial surveys, radio collaring animals, winter track counts, and howling surveys.  Winter track counts and howling surveys are among the most popular methods used.  This study was conducted on Sugar Island.  This is an island that lies in the St. Mary’s river between Ontario and Michigan.  The island is in on the Michigan side of the border and is accessible by ferry.  The study was conducted for six weeks during the winter of 2000-2001.  Track counts were done after fresh snowfall to provide the most identifiable track.  Howling surveys were done on calm, clear nights just after dusk.  No identifiable tracks were found during the initial study.  Tracks were found on March 25, 2001.  A count of the sets of tracks found revealed a 3-4 wolves on the island.  There were no replies during the howling sessions at this time either.  There are several factors that can contribute to there being no results from the howling survey.  With only having results from the track survey, this would be the preferred method for determining gray wolf populations.

References Cited
Harrington, Fred H.  1987.  Aggressive howling in wolves.  Animal Behaviour 35:7-12

Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  1997.  Michigan Gray Wolf recovery and management plan.  Lansing, Michigan.  58 pgs.

