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	Since 1990, there has been some concern that water wells near Reed City, Michigan have been contaminated by high levels of chloride.  A brine disposal well and road salting from nearby US 131 have both been accused of causing the contamination.  It is still unclear as to where the contamination is in fact coming from.  Some water quality analysis has been conducted, but questions have been raised about possible improper sampling techniques.  The purpose of this study was to determine the extent of chloride contamination, and to observe any patterns of pollution that could help determine a source.  Samples were collected seasonally for one year and analyzed for chloride concentration, as well as water temperature, pH, and conductivity.  Several wells in the area did show elevated levels of chloride, but concentrations are not to hazardous levels.  A source of contamination could not be identified, although there are several in the area that are possible.  The results of this project will be useful to the Osceola County Health Department, as well as the Drinking Water and Radiological Protection Division of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.  The procedures in this study could be used to continue research in the Reed City area, other parts of the state, as well as other areas of the country.
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