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	The coliform group of micro-organisms (Esherichia, Klebsiella, Enterobacter and Citrobacter) has been the most commonly used bacteriological indicator of water quality.  Their presence in drinking water is indicative of inadequate disinfection.  Total coliform counts should not exceed a count of five colonies per 100 mL of drinking water tested and E.coli (Escherichia coli) should not be detected in any drinking water sample (count should be zero). Recreational beaches should be below 100 colonies/100mL water. Three water samples were collected from four recreational beaches on July 4, August 1 and August 28, 2000 for a total of 36 samples collected over the course of the summer.  Additionally, nine drinking water samples were obtained at the sites where fountains were available.  A Membrane Filtration technique was performed and the samples were examined for the presence of micro-organisms, including the bacillus Escherichia.    All drinking water samples tested negative for E.coli but the bacterium was found in all recreational beach waters.  Most results were within safety limits however, samples collected from Pointe des Chenes on two occasions were indicative of unsafe levels.  On one occasion, drinking water samples at Pointe des Chenes suggested harmful levels of micro-organisms (total coliform count exceeded safety limits).  Public Health Officials were notified and the water was turned off while a further investigation was conducted.  
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