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Abstract
     Approximately one-third of the parrot species in the world are threatened or endangered (Ardnt 1986).  There is concern for the future genetic viability of many parrots due to the uneven distribution of the various species in captivity.  In order to improve the captive gene pool international trade needs to be re-instated.  But to avoid smuggling an identification method that has the ability to track specific, individual parrots needs to be adopted as a standard worldwide.  Based off the survey for this study, microchipping is becoming the most used method among Michigan veterinarians. Of the 207 offices that participated in the survey, 49% reported use of a microchip scanner while only 6% made use of DNA-identification (Gallaway 1997).  Because of it’s ease of use and moderate cost microchips may come the next standard for identification and allow for international trade with little fear of smuggling or bird-laundering (in which one bird may be switched with another).
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