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Teacher Education Terminology  Fall 2009-a
90-day letter – a letter from the School of Education indicating that a candidate has satisfactorily completed the requirements of the program, and should soon receive their initial Michigan Provisional Certificate.  The letter is valid for 90-days, and can be used by the candidate in seeking employment.  Not issued to students with criminal conviction records whose certification requires hand processing at the MDE.
Administrative Rule – the Michigan policies that, with Michigan Legislation, define, authorize and permit teacher certification.  These policies have the force of law and are in effect immediately upon adoption by the SBE
Candidate – or teacher candidate, generally refers to an individual preparing for teacher certification, compare to student teacher or student.
Certificate – or teaching certificate, the document issued by the MDE granting authorization to teach in the State of Michigan the grades and subjects within the limitations and endorsements indicated on the certificate

Cooperating Teacher – a K-12 classroom teacher who hosts an intern, and serves in a mentoring/supervisory role during a student teaching internship (also called the Practice Teacher or Mentor Teacher)

Criminal Disclosure – a signed affidavit that the candidate has not been convicted of, or have charges pending in, criminal offenses that would disqualify them teacher certification in Michigan.  Also called a Criminal Records Check, it may include name check, fingerprint records check.
E-Portfolio – an online resource used to archive and document progress toward meeting the program goals, meeting the standards for teacher competence, and as a tool to develop personal and professional resources.
Elementary – an Elementary-level teacher certificate qualifies an individual to teach grades K-8 in a self contained classroom (equivalent to a regular classroom in Ontario grades JK-8) and grades K-5 all subjects.  When combined with a subject area endorsement, the individual may also teach in Michigan the specified subjects in grades 6-8 in a departmentalized classroom. 

ELSMT – Entry Level Standards for Michigan Teachers (formerly called MELS – Michigan Entry Level Standards) and now replaced by the Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers
Endorsement – a qualification to teach specific subjects at specific grade levels as indicated on the certificate.  Michigan Certificate Endorsements are earned or added by completing BOTH an approved major/minor program AND passing the MTTC for that subject. (i.e. a history endorsement on an elementary certificate allows the individual to teach history grades 6-8, but not courses called social studies).  Endorsements may be termed qualifications or teachable subjects at the secondary level in Ontario.  Review the table “Classes that can be Taught” on the MDE website:  http://www.michigan.gov/teachercert
Endorsement Code -  a two-letter code used by the MDE to identify each certificate endorsement.  For example: BA=English Lang Lit, DA=Biology, DC=Chemistry, EX=math RX=social studies, etc.  Some endorsement codes are restricted to specific license types, e.g. biology on the secondary and ELA on elementary license
Field Experiences –  the placement of teacher candidates in school settings whether early in the program and ongoing throughout the program.  During the teacher preparation program these placements are characterized by increasing responsibility and duration leading to full-time during the internship 
General Education – courses addressing the liberal arts education.  Individuals who hold earned degrees are not required to complete the LSSU general education requirements but are still required to satisfy  some core requirements defined by administrative rule (see http://www.lssu.edu/education/pdf/genedauditmay07.pdf)
HLC – Higher Learning Commission – the accreditation body for LSSU and other Michigan IHEs

Institutions of Higher Education – IHE  compare to TPI = teacher preparation institution
Interim Certificate of Qualification (Limited)  - the initial certificate issued to candidates prepared outside Ontario.  Contact the OCT for information on renewal of the ICQ.
Intern – a student teacher during the period of time they are actively engaged in student teaching internship
Intern Plan of Assistance (IPA) – a formalized document linked to the PSMT standards that identifies areas of weakness in specific standards, provides suggestions to address the weakness, and specifies the behavioral indicators of improvement that the mentor teacher and university supervisor will be especially attentive in evaluating on subsequent classroom visits.

Internship – an extended period of supervised field experience where the candidate is responsible for full time teaching under direct supervision of a mentor teacher and university supervisor. (aka Student teaching)

Major/minor program – a specialty program approved by the MDE as meeting the state content area standards for the preparation of teachers in that field.  A major/minor program need not include all courses or requirements defined by the approved university degree program in that field.

MDE – Michigan Department of Education, the authorizing body for teacher education programs.
Mentor Teacher – a K-12 classroom teacher who hosts an intern, and serves in a mentoring/supervisory role during a student teaching internship.  (also called Practice Teacher or Cooperating Teacher)

Ministry of Education (MOE) – The centralized body which determines curriculum in Ontario, policies are implemented through the OCT
MTTC – Michigan Test for Teacher Certification.  Candidates must complete the Basic Skills Test prior to admission to the teacher certification program.  Elementary-level candidates must pass the Elementary exam, and may elect to qualify for endorsements based on their major/minor field(s) after passing those exams.  Secondary candidates must pass the subject area test for their major and minor fields.

OCT – Ontario College of Teachers.  The regulatory body for teacher certification in Ontario.  Individuals apply for certification in Ontario by presenting their valid Michigan Teaching Certificate, application, and transcripts to the OCT for review and issuance of equivalent Ontario certification.

Practice Teacher -  a classroom teacher who serves to mentor during student teaching (also can be called an Associate Teacher, Mentor Teacher or Cooperating Teacher.)

Provisional Certificate – the initial Michigan Teaching Certificate issued by the Michigan Department of Education.  Renewable as a second provisional certificate with 10 semester credits in a planned program of study.  Renewable and upgradeable to the Michigan Professional Certificate with three (3) years of teaching experience and completion of an 18-hour planned program.  Teaching experience must be during the lifetime of the certificate and within the certification indicated on the certificate.

PR/PE – Periodic Review/Program Evaluation.  Specialty programs by academic departments must be submitted to MDE review panels for approval.  The dept provides evidence of alignment to standards and candidate success.
a) initial approval of programs new to the institution

b) re-approval based on changes to an approved program by the institution

c) re-approval based on changes to the state content area standards by MDE

PSMT – Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers – the new name for the ELSMT.  The seven standards remain essentially unchanged.  In Ontario, the Professional Standards of Practice.
Secondary – a Secondary-level teaching certificate qualifies the individual to teach the subjects indicated through their endorsements in grades 7-12.  MDE is expected to revise this to grades 6-12.
SBCEU – State Board Continuing Education Credits – credits earned for various professional activities, including serving as a mentor teacher.  SBCEUs may be used to renew the Michigan Professional Teacher Certificate, but not to qualify for or renew Michigan provisional certificates.
SBE – State Board of Education – the elected board which sets Michigan educational rules and policies
Self-Contained Classroom -  In Michigan this is a single group of students with a single classroom teacher for the majority of the instructional day, called a Regular Classroom in Ontario.  In Ontario defined by legislation to be a classroom comprised of students with exceptionalities – something entirely different than MI.  

SOE - School of Education, roughly equivalent to a Faculty of Education in Ontario, or Teacher’s College
Specialty Program – an academic content area approved for teacher certification (i.e. English, history, biology, social studies).  Specialty programs lead to certificate endorsements for specific subjects.
Student – generally refers to the members of a K-12 classroom where the candidate is placed.  Compare: Intern
Student Teaching – an extended period of supervised field experience where the candidate is responsible for full-time full-day teaching under direct supervision of a mentor teacher and university supervisor. (aka Internship).  Student teaching is a one-semester full-time requirement except as noted in Admin. Rule.
TEAC – The Teacher Education Accreditation Council is one of two national accrediting bodies for teacher certification programs.  LSSU is a Candidate Member of TEAC

TPI – Teacher Preparation Institution.  LSSU, along with over 30 colleges and universities are authorized to recommend individuals for Michigan Teacher Certification.  LSSU is a TPI.
University Supervisor – a faculty member or other qualified individual employed by the university to supervise candidates while placed in their student teaching internship.
ZA – the endorsement code for Early Childhood Education.  Required for pre-kindergarten education in a certificated environment, preferred but not required by some districts for teachers of early grades.
