Curriculum Vitae of

Professor Rachida El Diwani
Name:
Rachida El-Diwani (Mrs. El-Attar)
Date of Birth:
May 20, 1951.

Place of Birth:
Alexandria, Egypt.

Marital Status:
Married, no children.

Language:
Arabic, French, English (spoken and written).

Education

1981-1985: 
Ph.D., Department of French Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University. Thesis Title: “Le Prophète Muhammed dans l’œuvre de Maxime Rodinson”, in French; “The Prophet Muhammed in the work of Maxime Rodinson”.
1975-1977: 
M.A., Department of French Studies, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. Thesis Title: “Edition critique de vingt-huit lettres du Père Bouhours”, in French; “Critical edition of twenty eight letters of the Père Bouhours”.

1969-1973: 
B.A., Department of French Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University.

1956-1969: 
Primary and Secondary years at Lycée El-Horreya, Alexandria, Egypt.

Professional Career

2002-2003:
Fulbright Scholar-In-Residence, Chatham College, Pittsburgh, PA. Teaching courses on Islam and giving many public lectures across the US.

1998- present:
Professor of Comparative Literature and Civilization, Department of French Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, Alexandria, Egypt.

1991-1998:
Associate Professor, same department.

1985-1991:
Assistant Professor, same department.

1981-1985:
Assistant Lecturer, same department.

1974-1981:
Lecturer, French language center, Department of French Studies, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, and Concordia University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. (Mainly teaching French language to English speaking students).

1973-1974:
Demonstrator, Department of French Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts, Alexandria, Egypt.

List of Publications

1.   “Can someone be Orientalist today?”, Seminar presented to the Committee of Professors of French Language and Civilization, 1998,  (in French).

2. “Mohammed Hussein Heykal and the coming back to the roots”, The Journal of the Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, 1998, (in French).

3. “The Emancipation of Egyptian women or The Eclecticism of Kassem Amin”,  Horizons, The Association of French Language Professors, Cairo, 1997, (in French).

4.  “The Orient in the Lettres Persanes”, Horizons, The Association of French Language Professors, Cairo, 1996, (in French).

5. “Boabdil and Granada in Le Fou D’Elsa of Aragon”, Horizons, The Association of French Language Professors, Cairo, 1995, (in French).

6.  “The Egyptian Society in the Work of Jehan D’Ivray”, presented at the International Conference on Civilization Exchange, Alexandria, Egypt, January 1994, (in Arabic).

7. “Egypt in the Work of Jehan D’Ivray”, Horizons, The Association of French Language Professors, Cairo, 1993, (in French).

8. “Orientalist Discourse of Volney”, Al-Arabi Publishing and Distribution, Cairo 1990, (in French).

9. “Boulainvilliers and The Prophet of Islam”, Bulletin du Centre International de Langue et Civilization Françaises, Journal of the Faculty of Arts, Zagazig University, January 1990, (in French).

10. “Historical Methods of Ibn Khaldoun and Volney”, Fondation de la Culture Universitaire, Alexandria, 1989, (in French).

11.  “Adrian Reland: At the Roots of Modern Orientalism”, Fondation de la Culture Universitaire, Alexandria, 1989, (in French).

12. “The Père Bouhours and his correspondants: an inedited lot”, in Revue d’Histoire Littéraire de la France, Paris,  1978, (in French).

Courses Taught

· Islam and Contemporary Issues, at Chatham College, Pittsburgh Fall 2002.

· Islam and the West, at Chatham College, Pittsburgh Spring 2003.

· Islamic Civilization (graduate course) in Arabic.

· Orientalism (graduate course) in Arabic.

· Arabic Thought before the modern age: The Islamic Legacy (undergraduate course), in French.

· Arabic Thought to the modern age: Ibn Khaldoun, in French.

· Arabic Thought: Islam in the West (undergraduate course), in French.

· Translation: Arabic-French, French-Arabic (Undergraduate and Graduate courses).

· Essays in the French literature of the 18th century (undergraduate course).

· French civilization in the 17th century.

· French civilization in the 18th century.

· French language: In Canada, mainly to English speaking students. In Egypt, to Egyptian students having the high school education in French and others who had French as a second foreign language. 

Cultural Activities

-
Public lectures about Islam and the Muslim World, different Churches and Jewish centers in Pittsburgh and surroundings.

-
Public lectures and class meetings in educational institutions in the US (2002-2003).

-
Public lectures on Orientalism, its history, advantages and inconveniences.

· Several Lectures on the way East and West look to each other and how to improve relations between them.

· Organizing workshops “Better understanding Islam”.

· Directing an almost weekly meeting to study Coran, its philosophy and its application in every day life.

· Organizing workshops to explain Islam to the Canadian society (while in Canada).

 Activities in the Community
· Helping and encouraging Egyptian women of the poorest class through charitable organizations and personal relations.

· Several fundraising campaigns to help poor students pursuing their studies and have better living conditions.

· Regular counseling meetings, in private or in groups, with my students (99% of them are girls) to help them adapt to the new social and somewhat liberal life they come to know at the university level.

· Organizing workshops for fighting illiteracy.

Membership in Various Social Associations

· Alexandria Sporting Club (social an sport activities, I am not very good at sports).

· Alexandria University Social Club “Pharos” for Faculty and Staff.

· Muslim Women Association.

· The Association for Caring for abandoned young girls.

· People to people Organization, Alexandria Branch.

· Institute of Islamic Studies.

· Ikingy Mariout Resident Association. (Ikingy Mariout is a suburb of Alexandria where I live).

Awards:
-
1993: Alexandria University Award for scientific research.

Rachida El Diwani’s Activities 

Fulbright Scholar-In-Residence at Chatham College

Woodland Road, Pittsburgh PA 15232

Academic Year 2002-2003

Chatham College Activities:

· Participating in Chatham College Global Focus Program “Communities of Islam” all year round.

· Gave several Lectures (some of them open to public) on topics such as Women in Islam, Misconceptions about Islam, The Islamic Creed, Arab Perspective on the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict, etc.

· Gave two full credit courses at the undergraduate level titled “ Islam and Contemporary Issues” and “Islam and the West”.

· Gave three informal Arabic Language courses, some of my students took it for credit.

· Visiting different classes at Chatham for discussions and exchange of ideas about Islam and related topics.

Activities outside Chatham:

· Sept 11, 2002: Presentation and Panel Discussion on the anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh PA.

· November 1, 2002: Daughters of Abraham, Church Women United, Lecture “Islam, Christianity and Judaism”.

· January 5, 2003: Whitehall Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh PA, Lecture “Islam, Love and Compassion”.

· January 12, 2003: East Liberty Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh PA, Lecture “The Islamic Creed”.

· January 22, 2003: Howard University, Washington DC, Lecture “Misconceptions about Islam”.

· January 27, 2003: Allegheny College, Meadville, PA, Lecture “Women in Islam”.

· February 23, 2003: Mosaic, Carnegie Melon University, Pittsburgh PA, participated in a one day conference on Women Issues.

· February 26, 2003: Mt Lebanon Public Library, Mt Lebanon, PA, Lecture “Western Misconceptions about Islam”, organized in association with World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh.

· February 27, 2003: Waynesburg College, Waynesburg PA, Lecture “Women in Islam”.

· March 16-18, 2003: Lee College, Baytown, Texas, Lectures “Women in Islam” and “Conflicting Cultures?”; and visiting several classes for presentations and discussions about issues related to the Islamic World.

· March 19, 2003: The University of Houston, Houston Texas, Lecture “Women in Islam”.

· March 26-29, 2003: Youngstown State University, Youngstown OH, Lectures “Conflicting Cultures?” and “Women in the Islamic World”, also visiting several classes for presentations and discussions about issues related to the Islamic World.

·  April 4, 2003: Penn Hills High School, Pittsburgh PA, met students to discussed about the Islamic World, in association with World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh.

· April 10, 2003: OPTICS, Project 1877, Pittsburgh PA, Lecture “Arab Perspective on the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict”.

· April 13, 2003: Presbyterian Church, Ellworth St., Pittsburgh PA, Lecture “Women and Islam”.

· April 18, 2003: Heinz School of Law, Carnegie Melon University, Pittsburgh PA, Lecture “Arab Perspective on the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict”.

· April 22, 2003: The Ellis School, Pittsburgh PA, Talk “Journey of a Muslim Woman”.

· April 25, 2003: OPTICS, Project 1877, Pittsburgh PA, Lecture “Media Coverage of Islam”.

· May 5-6, 2003: Morgan University, Baltimore MD, Lecture “Conflicting Cultures?” and classroom meetings.

-
May 7-8, 2003: San Diego Mesa College, San Diego CA, Lecture “Conflicting Cultures?” and classroom meetings.
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