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SYLLABUS DRAFT-

Prerequisites:
  Permission of Honors Director
Instructor(s):  H. Russell Searight, Ph.D., MPH

                   Library 237

                   (906) 635-2188

                   hsearight@lssu.edu
Webpage:  www.lssu.edu/faculty/hsearight
Office Hours:
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	3:00-4:30 pm
	3:30-5:30 pm
	
	3:30-5:30 PM
	



or by appointment.  Also, if I am in my office on campus, I am usually available to talk with students. Please do not hesitate to come by.  I welcome the opportunity to talk with each of you individually.

Meeting Time:  Monday; 5:00-8:00 pm
Location:  TBA
Required Texts:  A set of readings compiled by the instructor
Course Description:  This is an Honors Seminar which will examine the relationship between psychology and film. We will watch a new film each week which addresses a psychological topic. Areas will include abnormal psychology, development, psychotherapy, family dynamics, gender roles, and diversity. In addition, we will examine some of the techniques used by filmmakers to elicit emotion and prompt reflection around values and ethics among viewers.
Course Goals/Rationale: While historically, psychology has been viewed as a science with a quantitative  foundation, critics have argued that the “human” component of human behavior is often missing within the field. Other social scientists have asserted that many, if not most, of us   find meaning and “make sense” of our lives through narratives or stories. Film, as a type of narrative has the capacity address the more personal, “human” dimension of psychology.  Both feature films and documentaries often portray psychological issues in a more immediate, experiential way than is possible in customary lecture-discussion and textbooks. A number of educators in psychology, medicine, and ethics have been using films to provide examples or encourage critical thinking about course content. In addition, practicing clinicians often use films as an intervention tool in psychotherapy.  This course will be a survey of popular film and documentaries that address psychological issues.  
Course Objectives: At the conclusion of HONRS302, a student will be able to:

1. Identify common psychological theories (e.g., psychoanalytic, existential, feminist, humanistic) that are often intentionally employed or which implicitly emerge in popular films.
2. Critique the accuracy with which psychological content (e.g., the practice of psychotherapy, specific mental health disorders) is portrayed in film.
3. Explain and describe concepts from personality,  developmental, and abnormal psychology that are portrayed in the films viewed in this course (e.g., adolescent  identity formation and the role of the “imaginary audience” in John Hughes’ films such as “The Breakfast Club”); the criteria for diagnosing Schizophrenia in “A Beautiful Mind” and Borderline Personality Disorder in “Girl Interrupted”)
4. Write a film review that includes attention to both the psychological and aesthetic aspects of a film.
Instructional Strategy:  Each class period will be structured as follows: 1. Brief didactic presentation on key psychological content portrayed in the evening’s film; 2. watching the film; 3. Discussion of reactions to the film as well as its portrayal of specific psychological content.
 Evaluation: Course Requirements and Assessment Methods:  1. Attendance and Participation (30%);
2. Two Exams/Quizzes (20% each); 3. A film review of approximately 5 pages in length (15%)  4. A 3-5 page essay comparing a film and reading (15%) (More details on the assignments will be provided) 
Make up Exams: Students requesting a make up exam must have an acceptable reason for missing the scheduled exam date.  The exam must be completed within one week of the exam date. If the exam is not completed within one week of the exam date, the student’s score for that exam will be recorded as a “0.” It is the student’s responsibility to schedule make-up exams with the Testing Center. The Testing Center typically requires that students schedule an appointment least 48 hours in advance for taking exams.

Grading Scale*:

A: 88-100%

B: 79-87%

C: 68-78%

D: 60-68%

F: Below 60%

*This scale may be slightly modified based upon actual class performance on a given exam. The final grade is based upon cumulative performance across all four tests. Again, improvement during the course of the semester is taken into account in determining the final course grade

University Policies and Statements:
The Americans with Disabilities Act & Accommodations

In compliance with Lake Superior State University policies and equal access laws, disability-related accommodations or services are available to students with documented disabilities. 

If you are a student with a disability and you think you may require accommodations you must register with Disability Services (DS), which is located in the KJS Library, Room 130, (906) 635-2355 or x2355 on campus.  DS will provide you with a letter of confirmation of your verified disability and authorize recommended accommodations.  This authorization must be presented to your instructor before any accommodations can be made.

Students who desire such services should meet with instructors in a timely manner, preferably during the first week of class, to discuss individual disability related needs. Any student who feels that an accommodation is needed – based on the impact of a disability – should meet with instructors privately to discuss specific needs.

IPASS (Individual Plan for Academic Student Success)

If at mid-term your grades reflect that you are at risk for failing some or all of your classes, you will be contacted by a representative of IPASS. The IPASS program is designed to help you gain control over your learning through pro-active communication and goal-setting, the development of intentional learning skills and study habits, and personal accountability. You may contact 635-2887 or email ipass@lssu.edu if you would like to sign up early in the semester or if you have any questions or concerns.

Academic Code of Conduct and Ethics:

LSSU, by mission and practice, is committed to fair and respectful consideration of all members of our community, and the greater communities surrounding us.  All members of the University must treat one another as they would wish to be treated themselves, with dignity and concern.

As an institution of higher education, LSSU has the obligation to combat racism, sexism, and other forms of bias and to provide an equal educational opportunity.  Professional codes of ethics and the Academic Code shall be the guiding principles in dealing with speech or actions that, when considered objectively, are abusive and insulting.

The University is committed to principles of scholastic honesty. Its members are expected to abide by ethical standards both in their conduct and in their exercise of responsibility towards other members of the community.  Each student’s conduct is expected to be in accordance with the standards of the University.  The complete Academic Code, which covers acts of misconduct including assistance during examinations, fabrication of data, plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, and assisting other students in acts of misconduct, among others, may be found in the University Catalog. The University reserves the right to use plagiarism detection software.
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty:

Please see the student handbook for policies regarding plagiarism and cheating.  Any student who plagiarizes or cheats on an assignment or exam, or assists another student in these behaviors, will receive a failing grade for the course
. 

	DATE
	TOPIC and Film
	READING

	
	Abnormal Psychology
	 

	August 29
	Winter’s Bone: Substance Abuse and  Dependence (Methamphetamine)                              

	Selections from Meth Town

	September 12
	Girl Interrupted; Borderline Personality
	Selections from: Loud in the House of Myself

	September 19
	A Beautiful Mind: Schizophrenia
	Selections from Bartok—The Memory Palace

	September 26
	As Good As It Gets: Obsessive Compulsive Disorder
	Selections from: The Boy Who Couldn’t Stop Washing

	October 3
	Mr. Jones: Bipolar Disorder
	Selections from  K Redfield Jamison, An Unquiet Mind

	October 10
	Rain Man: Adult Autism
	Selections from  T. Grandin: Thinking in Pictures

	October 17
	Exam 1; Documentary Film: Hoarding-- My Mother’s Garden

	Selection from Stuff: Compulsive hoarding and the Meaning of Things 

	October 24
	Documentary: Grey Gardens 
	Searight—Review of film in PsycCRITIQUES; Szasz, T. From The Medicalization of Everyday Life

	
	Family Dynamics 
	

	October 31
	Alcohol Dependence and Impact on Family

	Wedding—Alcohol Abuse in film; Koerner—Secret of AA

	November 7
	What’s Eating Gilbert Grape: Obesity and family dynamics after parental suicide

	Wickersham—The Suicide Index

	November 14
	Precious—Note this film does have scenes of abuse—If desired, I can give you an alternate film (The Joy Luck Club)
	Gliken—Learning from Resilient People

	November 21
	Pieces of April—Terminal illness and family dynamics
	Pausch—The Last Lecture

	
	Psychotherapy and the use of Film by Psychotherapists
	

	November 28
	Antwone Fisher
	Yalom— “Fat Lady” Selection from Love’s Executioner; 
Orchowski et al,

	December 5
	What About Bob ? Psychotherapy, dependent and narcissistic personality disorders
	Lampropoulos et al., and  Wedding and Niemic

	Week  of December 12
	Final exam
	


Reading List 
Bartok, M. (2011). The Memory Palace. New York: Free Press

Frost, R.O. & Steketee, G. (2010). Stuff: Compulsive Hoarding and the Meaning of Things. New York: Houghton-Mifflin


Glicken, M.D. (2006). Learning from Resilient People.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Grandin, T. (2010). Selections from Thinking in Pictures.My Life with Autism. New York: Vintage.
Jamison, K.R. (1995). Selections from-- An Unquiet Mind. New York: Vintage.
Koerner, B. I. (2010). Secret of AA: After 75 years, we don’t know how it works. Wired, June 23, 2010.
. 
Lampropoulos, G. K., Kazantzis, N., & Deane, F. (2004). Psychologists’ use of motion pictures in clinical practice. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 35, 535-541. 


Lawson, A. & Fouts, G. (2004). Mental illness in Disney animated films. Canadian Journal of Psychiatry, 49, 310-314. 
Orchowski, L.M., Spickard, B.A., & McNamara, J.R. (2006). Culture and the valuing of psychotherapy: Implications for clinical practice. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 37, 506-514.
Pausch, R. (2008).    The Last Lecture. New York: Hyperion.
Pershall, S. (2011). Loud in the house of myself: Memoir of a strange girl. New York: Norton.

(Also—see Pershall’s website: http://stacypershall.tumblr.com/)

 Rappoport, J.(1991). Selection from the Boy Who Couldn’t Stop Washing. New York: Signet
Searight., H R. (2007). When does the observer become the observed ? Review of A Maysles and D Maysles (Producers) Return to Grey Gardens.  PsycCRITIQUES: American Psychological Association Review of Books.

Szasz, T. (2007).  Selection from The Medicalization of Everyday Life. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press.
Wedding. D.  (2000). Alcoholism in the western genre: The portrayal of alcohol and alcoholism. Journal of Alcohol and Drug Education
Wedding, D., & Niemiec, R. M. (2003). The clinical use of films in psychotherapy. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 59, 207-215.
Wickersham¸J. (2008). The Suicide Index. Boston: Houghton-Mifflin
Yalom, I.D. (1989).  “Fat Lady.”  From  Love’s Executioner. New York: Basic Books
Classroom Conduct

All cell phones, text message devices, etc. should be turned off when entering the classroom. Students should not use laptop computers during class. There are indications that using these devices during the class period is associated with poorer comprehension of course material. In addition, they are often distracting to other students.

Students wishing to converse with one another while class is in session are asked to please leave the classroom for these discussions. “Side conversations” between several students make it difficult for the instructor and other students to hear and focus on the course content. 

Instructor’s Educational Philosophy: I firmly believe that all students can be successful in this course. My personal goal is that students acquire the important content of the course, critically reflect upon it, and when appropriate, apply it to their own lives—either personally or academically.  Psychological knowledge is growing at a rapid rate and the amount of material that I cover is, by some standards, substantial I recognize the amount of information involved and provide detailed study guides approximately 1 week before each exam. Upon request, I am happy to help students review for exams.  If you are having difficulty with the course, please set up a time to talk with me.  I can often make suggestions that when followed, will improve your performance on exams and papers.

I also strongly value students’ opinions and perspectives on the course content—both in and out of class.  


