Signs of the Times

‘@ CUL-DE-SAC: Used by real estate agents
because it's fancer then dead end; means: last

street to be plowed after a snow storm.
h’u:- GH‘I‘II'H'J

Georgetown, Ontanic

¢« TOTAL CAPACITY OF THIS ROOM
LIMITED TO 100 PERSONS: Probebly
developed by sign makers paid by the letter.
Redundant! Total, capacity and limit all have the
same meaning.  THIS ROOM™ on a sign in a
toom is also unnecessary, as a sign for the next
room wouldn't be posted in this room. The noun,
persons, is superfluous, unless the locels are apt to
bring elephants along for a meal. “"Capacity
100" is sufficient for most reasonable, ressoning
human beings.
Jomaph 5. Bommarite
Portage, Michigsn
* PED-XING: On road signs. (If feet are cross-
ing the road, what's attached? Pretty, Exotic

Dancers?) See spin doctor,
Bob Bates
Columbus, Ohic

e COLD GLASS OF BEER: Wheo cares about

the temperature of the glass?
Called inte the City Desk Shew

Joo Easingwood
C-Fax Radic

Vicvorin, Brivwh Columbia

* HANDICAP PARKING: [s this where you
park your disability?

Joanne D, Dhanke, M.D.

Rocky River, Okic

. QU.AH.TS WATCHES: Store sign repurtec]

in Boston, Could 1 buy a half-gallon watch?

Would it cost me less te buy a pint-size watch?
M.E O'Rourke
Deorchaster, Massachusetts

Archaic

* GLOVE COMPARTMENT: Great-Grand-
Dead stopped putting his driving gloves in a glove
compartment around 1910,

We can't have archaic and eat it too.
lvan Evasiviteh
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Sports Balderdash

* GOOD HANDS: ""He's got the good
hands.”’ Could be a baseball player, or a football
player. Which does a nose tackle need: good
hands, or small nestrils? Could he be a tight end
with good hands? Are there any loose ends with
bad hands? Let's give 'em all & hand, with our

good hands.
Jim Cook
Searbarough, Ontario

® DEFENSE: llsed as a verb by sportscasters.
“"Bubba O'Sullivan is a quarterback who s
tough to defense.”’ Use the verb DEFEND.
When | hear that folks are DEFENSING, | ex:
pect to see & work crew removing lengths of fenc:
ing. Will the fences around the stadium mntul]hr

disappear?
Robert M. Andecsan
Chelses, Michigan

* TOUGH ROAD TO HOE: Den't use a
hoe on roads. A hoe is too small and the road is
too wide: teo tough to hoe. Use a hee to make
rews in fields of soft dirt, but net on a playing field.
It's a tnuih ROW 1o hoe, by Joe.
Yinee Greinar
Hare, Michigan

Fresh Remarks

¢ FRESH DONUTS: ""We make "em fresh
every day.” Could they make them stale? (Pro-
hnhly. Eut w}w wn-ul:i bu}'l !tnle dnnuu?}

J-.'-I'I'I'Il B].IHI'H"I.'

Lima, Qhio
¢ FRESH FROZEN: [s “‘stale thawed ' the
result?

Hobert M. Sage
Fr. Myers, Floride

¢ FARM-FRESH: The downwind "‘freshness’
of many farms reveals this is an ill-chosen term.

'-:He'j! there shupper, ever been to a flrm?)
Juck Diwtrich
.ﬁl:uq:.quul, MNew Mexien

* SUPERMARKET-FRESH: This applies to
Supermlrlf.et donuts? {May be better than fnrrn

fresh.)

Henry F. Lauber
Ferguson, Missouri

* FRESH BAKED: How else do you bake it?
John T. Brown

Muansfiald, Ohio
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THE FOLLOWING WORDS and phrases are here-
with BANISHED and are included in toto and en masse
on the Annual New Year’'s Dishonour List of Words
Banished from the Queen’s English for Mis-, Mal- or
Over-Use, as Well as General Uselessness.
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* HAND-BLOWN GLASS: As a frequent
patron of craft shows, | have yet te find any
mouth-blown glass. Can craftsmen's hands deo

tricks that we don't know abeut?
John T. Brown
Marufield, Ohie

Political Peroration

¢ READ MY LIPS: You should have used my
1987 entry. If it had been banned last vear, we
would not have had to listen to this throughout the
1988 campaign. In the interest of forging 8 kinder
and gentler nation, | am withdrawing my 1987
suggestion that the lips of all pelitical candidates

be fattened up for easier reading.
Michael Locke
Mt Clernens, Michigan

* SOUND BITE: Must refer to the words that a

successful candidate will have to eat after the elec-

ton.
Kath C. Krahnke
Paradise, Michigan

e SPIN DOCTOR: This must refer to a terrific
slam dancer with an M.D. Or does it describe a
nice move to the hoop by Julius Erving? What

kind of illness can be treated this way; vertige?
M. Dellhant

Newhecry, Michigan

Aussie Alﬂ.t

* MATE, SPARK UP THE BARBIE, TOO
RIGHT, and all other Australian l]lt‘ll:
Aussiisms creeping like crocodiles inte Nerth

American English. Send them back down under

te die in the outback.
Surie O'Donnell, s.k.a. The Soozs
Willowdale, Ontaric

Others
¢ REMEDIATE: This little gem comes frem

educntnrs, the same functian:] iliterates who use

the word competency.

ZEROIZE: This lile dandy lurks in the field of

espionage, waiting to jump out at us. Crypto
equipment is zeroized, rather than reset.
Educators could use this as & euphemism for fail,

as in, Mrs. Jones, your son Jehnny has been

zeroized.” (We thought it referred to Little Or-
phan Annie’s invisible pupils.)

Robert E. Smading

Bellevie, Washington

Superior State Uni

NOMINATIONS ror NEXT YEAR'S BANISH.
MENT LIST will be accepted Nov. 15 through Dec. 15, 1989. Nominations

listed above are not necessarily from the sole nominators of the banished

words, but these nominations seemed most worthy of quotation. This poster

available for $2. A SUMMARY POSTER (22 x 17 inches, printed both
sides) of banishments from 1976 to 1988 is available for $5.

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 49783
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* SCRATCH BISCUITS: All of the fast-foed
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outlets now put my breakfast on one of these. It

makes me wonder if these products sre made frem

dandruff or fleas. [ can also buy steakbiscuits and

hambiscuits. If these things grow on a cow, ar pig,
they must grow where [ can't see them.

Lou Yodepys

MNashville, Tonnemes

* PSEUDO SPANISH: Folks out here say

“‘hasta la bye bye’' and ‘'hasta lumbege’’ for
“hasta la vista.”' This reflects a bad sttitude,
knewn here as & TUDE. Denise M. Brummel

Redondo Beach, Californis

e MANAGING TERRORISM: Book ttle.

Good trick if vou can do it. (Must be an

autobiography.) MNadine 5. Kapper

Al Loma, Califernia

* PROSTRATE GLAND: This is not a gland

that bows or kneels in adoration; nor does it throw

itself on the earth face down. It's not prostRate.
It's prostate. There is no R in this gland.

Edwing L. Wilkingon, RN,

New Baltimore, Michigen

* OR WHATEVER: When the words won't

come and you're living on the jegged edge of

linguistic endurance, simply insert OR

WHATEVER. Here in Canade it's a kind of

hamburger extender for a lean lexicon.

Ron Jeffels

Richmond, British Columbie

o ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND: [f it's enclos-
ed any idiet can find it. Rosemary K. Burroughs
Bryun, Tems

* DESIGNER: Jeans, blouses, perfume, coats,
windows. A designer is one whe plans, who
designs, who makes original sketches, patterns,
scenes. If someone actuslly drew upon your entire
lower body then you could claim to display

designer jeans, or a massive tattoo.

Chacles Riley
Mansfield, Ohic
¢ FORCED RELAXATION: A modern
behavior management technique used on

children. Similar to the old-fashioned ““stand in
the corner.”’ According to the descriptive material
submitted: " “The child is quickly restrained . . .
restricted to & chair or floor . . . must stay there
for & minimum of three minutes PLUS 10 quiet
seconds . . . no struggling before release . . . Be
careful to use ONLY the amount of pressure
necessary to maintain the child in the forced relax-
ation position . . . be ever :udj to l'l'l'p]:lljl the

pressure should your child begin again to resist.”’
(Could adults benefit from this modern technique
at the end of & tough dey?) An Orwellian ox-

ymeron.
Mary Sullivan

Margquetts, Michigan
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