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“I feel like I'm drowning in acronym soup these days.” John Charles Robbins, Petoske
“Do we need to abbrev. everything?”” asks Paul Beer, Mississauga, Ont
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- - as a greeting, but as a condescending comment...a lazy approach to a comeback.” Used often with the
IShEd) ‘duh!” Christine Caruso, St. Anne High School, Ont.

AT THE END OF THE DAY

Used by many to summarize a conversation or debate, as in ‘at the end of the day, it’s all about family values.” “Used by political pundits. This is often
recited on evening cable talk shows when the hosts are exp]m ning why, ‘at the end of the day, the Prcmclent will not be 1mpeached "That may have been
true for a pz ut it did not stand the test of time.” Mike McElroy, Good Hart, MlC]‘l “Hollywood types and Washington bureaucrats seem

._ a¢ end.” Randall Heeres, English Dept., Northern Michigan Christian H.S., McBain, Mich.

STEP UP/STEP |

“Athletes are always steppmg up’ when all they mean is that some player ;
telling us their team needs to ‘step it up’ or a player needs to ‘step up’ for the tea
“If you do poorly, do you ‘step down?’ Athletes, do your best. Forget ‘stepping up.’”

THAT'S GAY

Over-used by many, especially teenager
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into that.” “That outfit is SO not you.’
0o much and not in the right cont

n{::hmm Sudbury, Ont.

G OF INNOCENT NOUNS

LSSU received many nominations from folks who are disappointed with what seems to be a trend of turning perfectly good nouns into verbs.
Some examples include: ‘to office” — describing the activity of running an office. Sent in through the Internet by Russell King, who notes,
“Someone needs to suffer for it!” ‘to dialogue’ — “It’s not a verb! It makes me want to go home and mongle@gue. i

Marie, Mich. ‘to conference’ — *“‘I am conferencing with her tomorrow’...What's wrong with ‘I am goi
Karen Cheadle English teacher, Dansville H.S., Dansville, Mich. ‘to mentor’ — Instead of being a mento

someone. “Another infamous noun turned verb by creative (lazy) users of English.” Hugh Valiant, Minn
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