Lake Superior State University

GUIDELINES FOR UNIVERSITY-WIDE DEFINITION OF COURSE LEVELS

Preliminary Remarks:

This document should help clarify for both faculty and students the general guidelines for course structure, organization and
degree of difficulty or sophistication at each of the 100, 200, 300 and 400 levels. The 100-, 200-, 300- and 400-level course
numbers should have a university-wide meaning which can be defined in general terms. There is a basic distinction in the
numbering system used by highly structured "building block" disciplines (where a "102" follows and presupposes a "101" or a
"250" is more advanced than a "210") and almost totally unstructured ones (in which course numbers within a level are not
indicative of any particular sequence), which is within the jurisdiction of each department. The assumptions used in the
development of the levels reflect higher education’s use of both Webb’s Depth of Knowledge and Bloom’s Taxonomy. Absolute
uniformity of standards is impossible to achieve and not necessarily desirable. We therefore propose the following general
criteria for course levels which we believe can satisfy the needs of the various academic departments of the university. Since the
course level criteria are general, specific course pre-requisites, co-requisites, etc., if any, should be clearly stated under each
course description.

The differentiation between lower and upper division Courses shall be as follows:
Lower-division courses comprise all 100-level courses and all 200-level courses.
Upper-division courses comprise all 300- and 400-level courses.

000-level course designation

Pre-college courses

100-level course designation

Courses with pre-college level prerequisites, such as survey courses, or courses defining basic concepts or presenting the
terminology of a discipline.

e Minimum Webb Depth of Knowledge Level 1: Recall and Reproduction of Information
e Students will demonstrate the cognitive recall and comprehension of foundational knowledge in the respective area of study.

200-level course designation

Courses of intermediate college-level difficulty; courses with 100-level course(s) as prerequisite(s); or survey courses devoted to
particular areas or fields within a discipline.

e Minimum Webb Depth of Knowledge Level 2; Basic Reasoning (Skills & Concepts)

e Students will be expected to apply foundational knowledge of a respective area of study, comprehending a higher level of
complexity of the specific area of study.

e Lower level pre-requisite course(s) and/or appropriate class standing are expected.

300-level course designation

Courses of advanced college-level difficulty taken by majors and upper division students; these are often considered to be
courses in the Major, offered for students clearly interested and qualified in a subject.

e Minimum Webb Depth of Knowledge Level 3: Strategic Thinking/Complex Reasoning

e Students will be expected to apply and analyze complex concepts of a specific area of study, which may or may not require
inclusion of knowledge from other areas of study.

e Lower level pre-requisite course(s) and/or appropriate class standing are expected.

400-level course designation

Advanced upper-division courses; and/or seminars, tutorials and honor courses for majors and upper-division students.

e Webb Depth of Knowledge Level 4: Extended Thinking/Reasoning
e Students will be expected to synthesize and evaluate complex concepts in relation to a specific area of study and the liberal
arts.
e Lower level pre-requisite course(s) and/or appropriate class standing are expected.
Adopted by Curriculum Committee April 20, 2016 Modified by permission from the Guidelines of Hunter College.
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