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WHEREAS, the People of Michigan through their Constitution have provided that 
schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged and have authorized the 
Legislature to maintain and support a system of free public elementary and secondary schools; 
and 

WHEREAS, all public schools are subject to the leadership and general supervision of 
the State Board of Education; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature has authorized an alternative form of public school 
designated a “public school academy” to be created to serve the educational needs of pupils and 
has provided that pupils attending these schools shall be eligible for support from the State 
School Aid Fund; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature has delegated to the governing boards of state 
public universities, community college boards, including tribally controlled community college 
boards, intermediate school district boards and local school district boards, the responsibility for 
authorizing the establishment of public school academies; and 

WHEREAS, the Lake Superior State University Board of Trustees has considered the 
authorization of the Academy and has approved the issuance of a contract to the Academy; 

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the Revised School Code, the University Board grants 
a contract conferring certain rights, franchises, privileges, and obligations of a school of 
excellence and confirms the status of a school of excellence in this state to the Academy.  In 
addition, the parties agree that the granting of this Contract is subject to the following terms and 
conditions: 

ARTICLE I 

DEFINITIONS 

Section 1.1. Certain Definitions.  For purposes of this Contract, and in addition to the 
terms defined throughout this Contract, each of the following words or expressions, whenever 
initially capitalized, shall have the meaning set forth in this section:  

(a) “Academy” means the Michigan school of excellence corporation named 
Concord Academy - Petoskey which is established as a school of excellence 
pursuant to this Contract. 

(b) “Academy Board” means the Board of Directors of the Academy. 

(c) “Applicable Law” means all state and federal law applicable to public 
school academies, including all rules, regulations, and orders promulgated 
thereunder.  

(d) “Application” means the school of excellence application and supporting 
documentation submitted to the University Board for the establishment of 
the Academy and supplemented by material submitted pursuant to the 
University Board’s requirements for reauthorization. 
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(e) “Authorizing Resolution” means the Resolutions adopted by the University 
Board on January 22, 2021. 

(f) “Charter Schools Director” means the person designated by the University 
Board to administer the operations of the Charter Schools Office. 

(g) “Charter Schools Office” or “CSO” means the office designated by the 
University Board as the initial point of contact for public school academy 
applicants and public school academies (including schools of excellence) 
authorized by the University Board.  The Charter Schools Office is also 
responsible for administering the University Board’s responsibilities with 
respect to the Contract. 

(h)  “Code” means the Revised School Code, Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 
1976, as amended, being Sections 380.1 to 380.1853 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws. 

(i) “Community District” means a community school district created under 
part 5B of the Code, MCL 380.381 et seq. 

(j) “Conservator” means an individual appointed by the University President in 
accordance with Section 10.9 of these Terms and Conditions. 

(k) “Contract” means, in addition to the definition set forth in the Code, these 
Terms and Conditions, Exhibit A containing the Authorizing Resolution 
and the Resolution, the Master Calendar, the ESP Policies, the Lease 
Policies, the Schedules, and the Application. 

(l) “Director” means a person who is a member of the Academy Board of 
Directors. 

(m) “Educational Service Provider” or “ESP” means an educational 
management organization as defined under section 503c of the Code, MCL 
380.503c, that has entered into a contract or agreement with the Academy 
Board for operation or management of the Academy, which contract has 
been submitted to the Charter Schools Director for review as provided in 
Section 11.11 and has not been disapproved by the Charter Schools 
Director, and is consistent with the CSO Educational Service Provider 
Policies, as they may be amended from time to time, and Applicable Law. 

(n) “Educational Service Provider Policies” or “ESP Policies” means those 
policies adopted by the Charter Schools Office that apply to a Management 
Agreement.  The Charter Schools Director may, at any time and at his or 
her sole discretion, amend the ESP Policies.  The ESP Policies in effect as 
of this date are incorporated into and part of this Contract.  Upon 
amendment, changes to the ESP Policies shall automatically be 
incorporated into this Contract and shall be exempt from the amendment 
procedures under Article IX of these Terms and Conditions. 
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(o) “Fund Balance Deficit” means the Academy has more liabilities than assets 
at the end of any given school fiscal year, and includes any fiscal year 
where the Academy would have had a budget deficit but for a financial 
borrowing by the Academy or a monetary contribution by an Educational 
Service Provider or other person or entity to the Academy.  If the Academy 
receives a gift or grant of money or financial support from an Educational 
Service Provider or other person or entity that does not require repayment 
by the Academy, and is not conditioned upon the actions or inactions of the 
Academy or the Academy Board, then such gift or grant shall not constitute 
a financial borrowing or contribution for purposes of determining a Fund 
Balance Deficit. 

(p) “Lease Policies” means those policies adopted by the Charter Schools 
Office that apply to real property lease agreements entered into by the 
Academy.  The Charter Schools Director may, at any time and at his or her 
sole discretion, amend the Lease Policies.  The Lease Policies in effect as of 
this date are incorporated into and part of this Contract.  Upon amendment, 
changes to the Lease Policies shall automatically be incorporated into this 
Contract and shall be exempt from the amendment procedures under Article 
IX of these Terms and Conditions. 

(q) “Management Agreement” or “ESP Agreement” means an agreement as 
defined under section 553c of the Code, MCL 380.553c, that has been 
entered into between an ESP and the Academy Board for the operation 
and/or management of the Academy, which has been submitted to the 
Charter Schools Office for review as provided in Section 11.11 and has not 
been disapproved by the Charter Schools Director. 

(r) “Master Calendar” or “MCRR” means the Master Calendar of Reporting 
Requirements developed and administered by the Charter Schools Office 
setting forth a reporting time line for certain financial, administrative, 
facility, Academy Board and educational information relating to the 
Academy.  The Charter Schools Director may, at any time and at his or her 
sole discretion, amend the Master Calendar.  Upon amendment, changes to 
the Master Calendar shall automatically be incorporated into this Contract 
and shall be exempt from the amendment procedures under Article IX of 
these Terms and Conditions. 

(s) “President” means the President of Lake Superior State University or his or 
her designee. 

(t) “Resolution” means the resolution adopted by the University Board on 
April 27, 2012, establishing the standard method of selection, length of 
term and number of members format for schools of excellence issued a 
Contract by the University Board, as amended from time to time. 
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(u) “Schedules” means the following Contract documents of the Academy: 
Schedule 1: Articles of Incorporation, Schedule 2: Bylaws, Schedule 3: 
Fiscal Agent Agreement, Schedule 4: Oversight Agreement, Schedule 5: 
Description of Staff Responsibilities, Schedule 6: Physical Plant 
Description and Schedule 7: Required Information for Public School 
Academies. 

(v) “State Board” means the State Board of Education, established pursuant to 
Article 8, Section 3 of the 1963 Michigan Constitution and MCL 388.1001 
et seq. 

(w) “State School Reform/Redesign Office” means the office created within the 
Michigan Department of Technology Management and Budget by 
Executive Reorganization Order 2015-02, codified at MCL 18.445, and 
transferred from the Michigan Department of Technology Management and 
Budget to the Michigan Department of Education by Executive 
Reorganization Order 2017-02, codified at MCL 388.1282. 

(x) “Superintendent” means the Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

(y) “Terms and Conditions” means this document entitled “Terms and 
Conditions of Contract, Dated July 1, 2021, Issued by the Lake Superior 
State University Board of Trustees to Concord Academy - Petoskey 
Confirming the Status of Concord Academy - Petoskey as a school of 
excellence.” 

(z) “University” means Lake Superior State University, a state public 
university, established pursuant to Article VIII, Sections 4 and 6 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963 and MCL 380.501. 

(aa) “University Board” means the Lake Superior State University Board of 
Trustees, an authorizing body as designated under Section 501 of the Code, 
MCL 380.501. 

(bb) “University Board Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the Lake 
Superior State University Board of Trustees or his or her designee.  In 
Section 1.1(cc) below, “University Board Chairperson” means the Board 
Chairperson of the Lake Superior State University Board of Trustees. 

(cc) “University Charter Schools Hearing Panel” or “Hearing Panel” means 
such person(s) as designated by the University Board Chairperson. 

Section 1.2. Captions.  The captions and headings used in this Contract are for 
convenience only and shall not be used in construing the provisions of this Contract. 

Section 1.3. Gender and Number.  The use of any gender in this Contract shall be 
deemed to be or include the other genders, including neuter, and the use of the singular shall be 
deemed to include the plural (and vice versa) wherever applicable. 
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Section 1.4. Statutory Definitions.  Statutory terms defined in Part 6A or 6E of the 
Code shall have the same meaning in this Contract. 

Section 1.5. Schedules.  All Schedules to this Contract are incorporated into, and made 
part of, this Contract. 

Section 1.6. Application.  The Application submitted to the University Board for the 
establishment of the Academy is incorporated into, and made part of, this Contract.  Portions of 
the Applicant’s Application have been incorporated into this Contract.  In the event that there is 
an inconsistency or dispute between materials in the Application and the Contract, the language 
or provisions in the Contract shall control. 

Section 1.7. Conflicting Contract Provisions.  In the event that there is a conflict 
between language contained in the provisions of this Contract, the Contract shall be interpreted as 
follows: (i) the Resolution shall control over any other conflicting language in the Contract; (ii) 
the Authorizing Resolution shall control over any other conflicting language in the Contract with 
the exception of language in the Resolution; (iii) the Terms and Conditions shall control over any 
other conflicting language in the Contract with the exception of language in the Resolution and 
the Authorizing Resolution; and (iv) the Articles of Incorporation shall control over any other 
conflicting language in the Contract with the exception of language in the Resolution, 
Authorizing Resolution and these Terms and Conditions. 

ARTICLE II 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN  
THE ACADEMY AND THE UNIVERSITY BOARD 

Section 2.1. Constitutional Status of Lake Superior State University.  The University is 
a constitutionally established body corporate operating as a state public university. In approving 
this Contract, the University Board voluntarily exercises additional powers given to the 
University Board under the Code.  Nothing in this Contract shall be deemed to be any waiver of 
the University Board’s constitutional autonomy and powers and the Academy shall not be 
deemed to be a part of the University.  If applicable, the University Board has provided to the 
Department the accreditation notice required under Section 502 of the Code, MCL 380.502. 

Section 2.2. Independent Status of the Academy.  The Academy is a body corporate 
and governmental entity authorized by the Code.  The Academy is organized and shall operate as 
a school of excellence corporation.  The Academy is not a division or part of the University.  The 
relationship between the Academy and the University Board is based solely on the applicable 
provisions of the Code and the terms of this Contract or other agreements between the University 
Board and the Academy, if applicable. 

Section 2.3. Financial Obligations of the Academy Are Separate From the State of 
Michigan, University Board and the University.  Any contract, agreement, note, mortgage, loan 

or other instrument of indebtedness entered into by the Academy and a third party shall not in any 
way constitute an obligation, either general, special, or moral, of the State of Michigan, the 
University Board, or the University.  Neither the full faith and credit nor the taxing power of the 
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State of Michigan or any agency of the State, nor the full faith and credit of the University Board 
or the University shall ever be assigned or pledged for the payment of any Academy contract, 
agreement, note, mortgage, loan or other instrument of indebtedness. 

Section 2.4. Academy Has No Power To Obligate or Bind State of Michigan, 
University Board or the University.  The Academy has no authority whatsoever to enter into any 

contract or other agreement that would financially obligate the State of Michigan, University 
Board or the University, nor does the Academy have any authority whatsoever to make any 
representations to lenders or third parties, that the State of Michigan, University Board or the 
University in any way guarantee, are financially obligated, or are in any way responsible for any 
contract, agreement, note, mortgage, loan or other instrument of indebtedness entered into by the 
Academy. 

ARTICLE III 

ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY BOARD  
AS AUTHORIZING BODY 

Section 3.1. University Board Resolutions.  The University Board has adopted the 
Resolution providing for the method of selection, length of term, number of Directors and the 
qualification of Directors.  The University Board has adopted the Authorizing Resolution which 
approves the issuance of this Contract.  The Resolution and the Authorizing Resolution are 
hereby incorporated into this Contract as Exhibit A.  At anytime and at its sole discretion, the 
University Board may amend the Resolution.  Upon University Board approval, changes to the 
Resolution shall automatically be incorporated into this Contract and shall be exempt from the 
amendment procedures under Article IX of these Terms and Conditions. 

Section 3.2. University Board as Fiscal Agent for the Academy.  The University Board 
is the fiscal agent for the Academy.  As fiscal agent, the University Board assumes no 
responsibility for the financial condition of the Academy.  The University Board is not liable for 
any debt or liability incurred by or on behalf of the Academy, or for any expenditure approved by 
or on behalf of the Academy Board.  Except as provided in the Oversight Agreement and Article 
X of these Terms and Conditions, the University Board shall promptly, within five (5) business 
days of receipt, forward to the Academy all state school aid funds or other public or private funds 
received by the University Board for the benefit of the Academy.  The responsibilities of the 
University Board, the State of Michigan, and the Academy are set forth in the Fiscal Agent 
Agreement incorporated herein as Schedule 3. 

Section 3.3. Oversight Responsibilities of the University Board.  The University Board 
has the responsibility to oversee the Academy’s compliance with the Contract and all Applicable 
Law.  The responsibilities of the Academy and the University Board are set forth in the Oversight 
Agreement executed by the parties and incorporated herein as Schedule 4. 

Section 3.4. Reimbursement of University Board Expenses.  The Academy shall pay 
the University Board an administrative fee to reimburse the University Board for the expenses 
associated with the execution of its authorizing body and oversight responsibilities.  The terms 
and conditions of the administrative fee are set forth in Schedule 4. 
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Section 3.5. University Board Approval of Condemnation.  In the event that the 
Academy desires to acquire property pursuant to the Uniform Condemnation Procedures Act or 
other applicable statutes, it shall obtain express written permission for such acquisition from the 
University Board.  The Academy shall submit a written request to the Charter Schools Office 
describing the proposed acquisition and the purpose for which the Academy desires to acquire the 
property.  The Charter Schools Director will generate a recommendation for consideration by the 
University Board with regard to the proposed acquisition. The request and the Charter Schools 
Director’s recommendation will be submitted by the Charter Schools Director for the University 
Board’s consideration in accordance with the University Board’s generally applicable timelines 
and policies for the agendas of regularly-scheduled University Board committee meetings and 
formal sessions of the University Board.  No acquisition may be made until the approval of the 
University Board is obtained by resolution adopted at a formal session of the University Board. 

Section 3.6. Authorization of Employment.  The University Board authorizes the 
Academy to employ or contract directly with personnel according to the position information 
outlined in Schedule 5.  However, the Academy Board shall prohibit any individual from being 
employed by the Academy, an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing company 
involved in the operation of the Academy, in more than one (1) full-time position and 
simultaneously being compensated at a full-time rate for each of these positions.  Additionally, 
the Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the Academy to disclose to the 
Academy Board any other public school or Educational Service Provider at which that individual 
works or to which that individual provides services.  An employee hired by the Academy shall be 
an employee of the Academy for all purposes and not an employee of the University for any 
purpose.  With respect to Academy employees, the Academy shall have the power and 
responsibility to (i) recruit, select and engage employees; (ii) pay their wages; (iii) evaluate 
performance; (iv) discipline and dismiss employees; and (v) control the employees’ conduct, 
including the method by which the employee carries out his or her work.  The Academy Board 
shall be responsible for carrying workers’ compensation insurance and unemployment insurance 
for its employees.  The Academy shall ensure that the term or length of any employment contract 
or consultant agreement does not extend beyond the term of this Contract and shall terminate in 
the event this Contract is revoked or terminated.  In no event may an Academy employee’s 
employment contract term, inclusive of automatic renewals, extend beyond the term of this 
Contract. 

Section 3.7. Charter Schools Office Review of Certain Financing Transactions.  If the 
Academy proposes to (i) finance the acquisition, by lease, purchase, or other means, of facilities 
or equipment, or renovation of facilities, in excess of $150,000, pursuant to arrangements calling 
for payments over a period greater than one (1) year, and which include a pledge, assignment or 
direction to one or more third parties of a portion of the funds to be received by the Academy 
from the State of Michigan pursuant to the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, being 
MCL 388.1601 et seq., or (ii) direct that a portion of its State School Aid Payments be forwarded 
by the University Board to a third party account for the payment of Academy debts and liabilities, 
the Academy shall submit the transaction to the Charter Schools Office for prior review by the 
Charter Schools Director, as designee of the University Board, in the manner provided herein.  
The Academy shall, not later than thirty (30) days prior to the proposed closing date of the 
transaction, submit a written request to the Charter Schools Office describing the proposed 
transaction and the facilities or equipment to be acquired with the proceeds thereof (if any), and in 
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the case of a transaction described in subparagraph (ii) of this Section, (a) a copy of the Academy 
Board's resolution authorizing the direct intercept of State School Aid Payments; (b) a copy of a 
State School Aid Payment Agreement and Direction document that is in a form acceptable to the 
Charter Schools Office; and (c) copies of such other documentation regarding the transaction 
which is the subject of the proposed direct intercept as the Charter Schools Office may request.  
Unless the Charter Schools Director extends the review period, within thirty (30) days of 
receiving a written request in compliance with this Section, the Charter Schools Director shall 
notify the Academy if the proposed transaction is disapproved.  The Charter Schools Director 
may disapprove the proposed transaction if, in his or her judgment, the proposed transaction 
violates this Contract or Applicable Law.  If the proposed transaction is disapproved, such 
disapproval may, but shall not be required to, state one or more conditions which, if complied 
with by the Academy and any lender, lessor, seller or other party, would cause such disapproval 
to be deemed withdrawn.  No transaction described in this Section may be entered into that is 
disapproved by the Charter Schools Director.  By not disapproving a proposed transaction, the 
Charter Schools Director is in no way giving approval of the proposed transaction, or any of the 
terms or conditions thereof. 

Section 3.8. Authorizing Body Contract Authorization Process.  Pursuant to the Code, 
the University Board is not required to issue a contract to the Academy.  This Contract is for a 
fixed term and will terminate at that end of the Contract Term set forth in Section 12.9 without 
any further action of either the Academy or the University Board.  The Academy shall seek a new 
contract by making a formal request to the University Board in writing at least two years prior to 
the end of the current Contract Term.  The University Board shall provide to the Academy a 
description of the timeline and process by which the Academy may be considered for issuance of 
a new contract.  The timeline and process for consideration of whether to issue a new contract to 
the Academy shall be solely determined by the University Board.  The standards for the issuance 
of a new contract shall include increases in academic achievement for all groups of pupils as 
measured by assessments and other objective criteria established by the University Board as the 
most important factor of whether to issue or not issue a new contract.  The University Board, at 
its own discretion, may change its timeline and process for issuance of a new contract at any time, 
and any such changes shall take effect automatically without the need for any amendment to the 
Contract.  Consistent with the Code, the University Board may elect, at its sole discretion, not to 
consider the issuance of a contract, consider reauthorization of the Academy and elect not to issue 
a contract, or consider reauthorization of the Academy and issue a contract for a fixed term. 

ARTICLE IV 

REQUIREMENT THAT THE ACADEMY 
ACT SOLELY AS GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY 

Section 4.1. Limitation on Actions in Performance of Governmental Functions.   The 
Academy shall act exclusively as a governmental entity and shall not undertake any action 
inconsistent with its status as a governmental entity authorized to receive state school aid funds 
pursuant to Section 11 of Article IX of the State Constitution of 1963. 

Section 4.2. Other Permitted Activities.  Consistent with the provisions of this 
Contract, the Academy is permitted to engage in lawful activities that are not in derogation of the 
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Academy’s mission and status of operating a school of excellence or that would not jeopardize 
the eligibility of the Academy for state school aid funds. 

Section 4.3. Academy Board Members Serve In Their Individual Capacity.  All 
Directors of the Academy Board shall serve in their individual capacity, and not as a 
representative or designee of any other person or entity.  A person who does not serve in their 
individual capacity, or who serves as a representative or designee of another person or entity, 
shall be deemed ineligible to continue to serve as a Director of the Academy Board.  A Director 
who violates this Section shall be removed from office, in accordance with the removal 
provisions found in the Resolution or Schedule 2: Bylaws.  As set forth in the Resolution, a 
Director serves at the pleasure of the University Board, and may be removed with or without 
cause at any time. 

Section 4.4. Incompatible Public Offices and Conflicts of Interest Statutes.  The 
Academy shall comply with the Incompatible Public Offices statute, being MCL 15.181 et seq. of 
the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the Contracts of Public Servants with Public Entities statute, 
being MCL 15.321 et seq. of the Michigan Compiled Laws.  The Academy Board shall ensure 
compliance with Applicable Law relating to conflicts of interest.  Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Contract, the following shall be deemed prohibited conflicts of interest for 
purposes of this Contract: 

(a) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and as 
an owner, officer, director, employee or consultant of or independent 
contractor to an Educational Service Provider or an employee leasing 
company, or a subcontractor to an Educational Service Provider or an 
employee leasing company that has an ESP Agreement with the Academy; 

(b) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an 
Academy employee; 

(c) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and an 
independent contractor to the Academy; 

(d) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a 
member of the governing board of another public school;  

(e) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and a 
University official, employee, or paid consultant, as a representative of the 
University; and 

(f) An individual simultaneously serving as an Academy Board member and 
having an ownership or financial interest in any real or personal property 
leased or subleased to the Academy. 

Section 4.5. Prohibition of Identified Family Relationships.  The Academy Board shall 
prohibit specifically identified family relationships pursuant to Applicable Law and the Terms 
and Conditions of this Contract.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Contract, the 
following shall be deemed prohibited familial relationships for the purposes of this Contract: 
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(a) No person shall be appointed or reappointed to serve as an Academy Board 
member if the person’s mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, 
son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-
in-law, spouse or same-sex domestic partner:

(i) Is employed by the Academy; 

(ii) Works at or is assigned to work at the Academy; 

(iii) Has an ownership, officer, policymaking, managerial, 
administrative non-clerical, or other significant role with the 
Academy’s ESP or employee leasing company; or

(iv) Has an ownership or financial interest in any school building lease 
or sublease agreement with the Academy.

(b) The Academy Board shall require each individual who works at the 
Academy to annually disclose any familial relationship with any other 
individual who works at, or provides services to, the Academy.  For 
purposes of this subsection, familial relationship means a person’s mother, 
mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-
law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, spouse or same-sex 
domestic partner.

Section 4.6. Dual Employment Positions Prohibited. Any person working at the 
Academy is prohibited by law from being employed at the Academy in more than one full-time 
position and simultaneously being compensated for each position. 

Section 4.7. Oath of Public Office.  Academy Board members are public officials.  
Before entering upon the duties of a public school board member, each Academy Board member 
shall take, sign and file the constitutional oath of office with the Charter Schools Office. 

Section 4.8. Academy Counsel.  The Academy Board shall select, retain and pay legal 
counsel to represent the Academy.  The Academy shall not retain any attorney to represent the 
Academy if the attorney or the attorney’s law firm also represents the Academy’s Educational 
Service Provider or any person or entity leasing real property to the Academy, if any.   

ARTICLE V 

CORPORATE STRUCTURE OF THE ACADEMY 

Section 5.1. Nonprofit Corporation.  The Academy shall be organized and operated as 
a school of excellence corporation organized under the Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act, as 
amended,  Act No. 162 of the Public Acts of 1982, being Sections 450.2101 to 450.3192 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws.  Notwithstanding any provision of the Michigan Nonprofit 
Corporation Act, as amended, the Academy shall not take any action inconsistent with the 
provisions of the Code or other Applicable Law. 
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Section 5.2. Articles of Incorporation.  The Articles of Incorporation of the Academy, 
as set forth in Schedule 1, shall be the Articles of Incorporation of the Academy.  Any subsequent 
amendments to the Academy’s Articles of Incorporation shall only be incorporated into this 
Contract pursuant to Article IX of these Terms and Conditions. 

Section 5.3. Bylaws.  The Restated Bylaws of the Academy, as set forth in Schedule 2, 
shall be the Bylaws of the Academy.  Any subsequent amendments to the Academy’s Bylaws 
shall only be incorporated into this Contract pursuant to Article IX of these Terms and 
Conditions. 

Section 5.4. Quorum.  Notwithstanding any document in the Contract that is 
inconsistent with this Section, including the Academy’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, a 
quorum of the Academy Board that is necessary to transact business and to take action shall be a 
majority of the Academy Board member positions set by the Authorizing Resolution. 

ARTICLE VI 

OPERATING REQUIREMENTS 

Section 6.1. Governance Structure.  The Academy shall be organized and administered 
under the direction of the Academy Board and pursuant to the Governance Structure as set forth 
in Schedule 7a.  The Academy shall have four officers:  President, Vice-President, Secretary and 
Treasurer.  The officer positions shall be filled by persons who are members of the Academy 
Board.  A description of their duties is included in Schedule 2. 

Section 6.2. Educational Goals.  The Academy shall pursue the educational goals 
identified in Schedule 7b.  The educational goals shall include demonstrated improved pupil 
academic achievement for all groups of pupils. 

Section 6.3. Educational Programs.  The Academy shall deliver the educational 
programs identified in Schedule 7c. 

Section 6.4. Curriculum.  The Academy shall implement and follow the curriculum 
identified in Schedule 7d.  

Section 6.5. Method of Pupil Assessment.  The Academy shall evaluate pupils’ work 
based on the assessment strategies identified in Schedule 7e.  The Academy also shall assess 
pupil performance using all applicable testing that the Code or the Contract require.  The 
Academy shall provide the Charter Schools Office with copies of reports, assessments and test 
results concerning the following: 

(a) educational outcomes achieved by pupils attending the Academy and other 
reports reasonably requested by the Charter Schools Office; 

(b) an assessment of the student performances at the end of each academic 
school year or at such other times as the University Board may reasonably 
request; 
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(c) an annual education report in accordance with the Code; 

(d) an annually administered nationally recognized norm-referenced 
achievement test for the Academy’s grade configuration, or a program of 
testing approved by the Charter Schools Office; and 

(e) all tests required under Applicable Law. 

Section 6.6. Application and Enrollment of Students.  The Academy shall comply with 
the application and enrollment policies identified in Schedule 7f.  With respect to the Academy’s 
pupil admissions process, the Academy shall provide any documentation or information requested 
by the Charter Schools Office that demonstrates the following: 

(a) The Academy has made a reasonable effort to advertise its enrollment 
efforts to all pupils; and 

(b) The Academy’s open enrollment period was for a duration of at least 2 
weeks and permitted the enrollment of pupils at times in the evening and on 
weekends. 

Section 6.7. School Calendar and School Day Schedule.  The Academy shall comply 
with the school calendar and school day schedule guidelines as set forth in Schedule 7g. 

Section 6.8. Age or Grade Range of Pupils.  The Academy shall comply with the age 
and grade ranges as stated in Schedule 7h.  

Section 6.9. Collective Bargaining Agreements.  Collective bargaining agreements, if 
any, with employees of the Academy shall be the responsibility of the Academy. 

Section 6.10. Accounting Standards.  The Academy shall at all times comply with 
generally accepted public sector accounting principles and accounting system requirements that 
comply with the Code, this Contract, the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, and 
applicable State Board of Education and Department of Education rules. 

Section 6.11. Annual Financial Statement Audit.  The Academy shall conduct an annual 
financial statement audit prepared and reviewed by an independent certified public accountant.  
The Academy Board shall select, retain and pay the Academy’s independent auditor. The 
Academy Board shall not approve the retention of any independent auditor if that independent 
auditor or the auditor’s firm is also performing accounting and/or auditing services for the 
Academy’s Educational Service Provider, if applicable.  In accordance with timeframes set forth 
in the Master Calendar, the Academy shall submit one (1) copy of the annual financial statement 
audit, auditor’s management letters and any responses to auditor’s management letters to the 
Charter Schools Office. 

Section 6.12. Address and Description of Physical Plant; Process for Expanding 
Academy’s Site Operations.  The address and description of the physical plant for the Academy 

is set forth in Schedule 6.  With the approval of the University Board, the Academy Board may 
operate the same configuration of age or grade levels at more than one (1) site if each 
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configuration of age or grade levels and each site identified in Schedule 6 are under the direction 
and control of the Academy Board. 

The University Board’s process for evaluating and approving the same configuration of 
age or grade levels at more than one (1) site is as follows: 

By formal resolution, the Academy Board may request the authority to operate the same 
configuration of age or grade levels at more than one site.  The Academy Board shall submit to 
the CSO a contract amendment, in a form and manner determined by the CSO.  The contract 
amendment shall include all information requested by the CSO, including detailed information 
about the site, the Academy’s proposed operations at the site and the information provided in 
Contract Schedules 4, 5, 6 and 7.  Upon receipt of a complete contract amendment, the Charter 
Schools Director shall review the contract amendment and make a recommendation to the 
University Board on whether the Academy’s request for site expansion should be approved.  A 
positive recommendation by the Charter Schools Director of the contract amendment shall 
include a determination by the Charter Schools Director that the Academy is operating in 
compliance with the Contract and is making measureable progress toward meeting the 
Academy’s educational goals.  The University Board may consider the Academy Board’s site 
expansion request contract amendment following submission by the Charter Schools Director of 
a positive recommendation.  If the University Board approves the Academy Board’s site 
expansion request contract amendment, the Contract shall be amended in accordance with 
Article IX of these Terms and Conditions.  The University Board reserves the right to modify, 
reject or approve any site expansion request contract amendment in it sole and absolute 
discretion. 

Section 6.13. Contributions and Fund Raising.  The Academy may solicit and receive 
contributions and donations as permitted by law.  No solicitation shall indicate that a contribution 
to the Academy is for the benefit of the University or the University Board. 

Section 6.14. Disqualified Organizational or Contractual Affiliations.  The Academy 
shall comply with all state and federal law applicable to public schools concerning church-state 
issues.  To the extent disqualified under the state or federal constitutions, the Academy shall not 
be organized by a church or other religious organization and shall not have any organizational or 
contractual affiliation with or constitute a church or other religious organization.  Nothing in this 
Section shall be deemed to diminish or enlarge the civil and political rights, privileges and 
capacities of any person on account of his or her religious belief. 

Section 6.15. Method for Monitoring Academy’s Compliance with Applicable Law and 
Performance of its Targeted Educational Outcomes.  The Academy shall perform the compliance 

certification duties required by the University Board and outlined in the Oversight Agreement set 
forth as Schedule 4.  In addition to the University Board’s oversight responsibilities and other 
reporting requirements set forth in this Contract, the Academy’s compliance certification duties 
shall serve as the method for monitoring the Academy’s compliance with Applicable Law and its 
performance in meeting its educational goals. 

Section 6.16. Matriculation Agreements.  Before the Academy Board approves a 
matriculation agreement with another public school, the Academy shall provide a draft copy of 
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the agreement to the Charter Schools Office for review.  Any matriculation agreement entered 
into by the Academy shall be incorporated into Schedule 7f by contract amendment pursuant to 
Article IX of these Terms and Conditions.   

Section 6.17. Postings of Accreditation Status.  The Academy shall post notices to the 
Academy’s homepage of its website disclosing the accreditation status of each school as required 
by the Code. 

Section 6.18. New Public School Academies Located Within The Boundaries of A 
Community District.  If the Academy is a new public school academy and either of the 
circumstances listed below in (a) or (b) apply to the Academy’s proposed site(s), the Academy 
represents to the University Board, intending that the University Board rely on such 
representation as a precondition to issuing this Contract, that the Academy has a substantially 
different governance, leadership and curriculum than the public school previously operating at the 
site(s): 

(a) The Academy’s proposed site is the same location as a public school that 
(i) is currently on the list under Section 1280c(1), MCL 380.1280c(1) or 
Section 1280g(3), MCL 380.1280g(3), as applicable; or (ii) has been on 
the list under Section 1280c(1), MCL 380.1280c(1) or Section 1280g(3), 
MCL 380.1280g(3), as applicable, during the immediately preceding 3 
school years. 

(b) The Academy’s proposed site is the same location of another public 
school academy, urban high school academy, school of excellence or strict 
discipline academy whose contract was revoked or terminated by an 
authorizing body under the applicable part or section of the Code. 

ARTICLE VII 

TUITION PROHIBITED 

Section 7.1. Tuition Prohibited; Fees and Expenses.  The Academy shall not charge 
tuition.  The Academy may impose fees and require payment of expenses for activities of the 
Academy where such fees and payments are not prohibited by Applicable Law. 

ARTICLE VIII 

COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAW 

Section 8.1. Compliance with Applicable Law.  The Academy shall comply with all 
applicable state and federal laws, including, but not limited to, to the extent applicable, the Code, 
the State School Aid Act of 1979, the Open Meetings Act, the Freedom of Information Act 
(“FOIA”), the Public Employment Relations Act, the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, 
the Revised Municipal Finance Act of 2001, the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, the Persons with 
Disabilities Civil Rights Act, and Subtitle A of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990, Public Law 101-336, 42 USC & 12101 et seq. or any successor law.  The Academy agrees 
to participate in state assessments, data collection systems, state level student growth models, 
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state accountability and accreditation systems, and other public comparative data collection 
required for public schools.  Additionally, the Academy shall comply with other state and federal 
laws which are applicable to public school academies.  Nothing in this Contract shall be deemed 
to apply any other state or federal law to the Academy. 

ARTICLE IX 

AMENDMENT 

Section 9.1. Amendments.  The University Board and the Academy acknowledge that 
the operation and administration of a school of excellence and the improvement of educational 
outcomes over time will require amendment of this Contract.  In order to assure a proper balance 
between the need for independent development of the Academy and the statutory responsibilities 
of the University Board as an authorizing body, the parties have established a flexible process for 
amending this Contract. 

Section 9.2. Process for Amendment Initiated by the Academy.  The Academy, by a 
majority vote of its Board of Directors, may, at any time, propose specific changes in this 
Contract or may propose a meeting to discuss potential revision of this Contract.  The proposal 
will be made to the University Board through its designee.  Except as provided in Section 6.12 of 
these Terms and Conditions, the University Board delegates to the Charter Schools Director the 
review and approval of changes or amendments to this Contract.  In the event that a proposed 
change is not accepted by the Charter Schools Director, the University Board may consider and 
vote upon a change proposed by the Academy following an opportunity for a presentation to the 
University Board by the Academy.   

Section 9.3. Process for Amendment Initiated by the University Board.  The University 
Board, or an authorized designee, may, at any time, propose specific changes in this Contract or 
may propose a meeting to discuss potential revision of this Contract.  The University Board 
delegates to the Charter Schools Director the review and approval of changes or amendments to 
this Contract.  The Academy Board may delegate to an officer of the Academy the review and 
negotiation of changes or amendments to this Contract.  The Contract shall be amended as 
requested by the University Board upon a majority vote of the Academy Board. 

Section 9.4. Final Approval of Amendments.  Amendments to this Contract take effect 
only after they have been approved by the Academy Board and by the University Board or the 
Charter Schools Director.  If the proposed amendment conflicts with any of the University 
Board’s general policies on schools of excellence, the proposed amendment shall take effect only 
after approval by the Academy and the University Board. 

Section 9.5. Change in Existing Law.  If, after the effective date of this Contract, there 
is a change in Applicable Law which alters or amends rights, the responsibilities or obligations of 
either the Academy or the University Board, this Contract shall be altered or amended to reflect 
the change in existing law as of the effective date of such change.  To the extent possible, the 
responsibilities and obligations of the Academy and the University Board shall conform to and be 
carried out in accordance with the change in Applicable Law. 
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Section 9.6. Emergency Action on Behalf of University Board.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Contract to the contrary, the contents of this Section shall govern in the 
event of an emergency situation that arises between meetings of the University Board.  An 
emergency situation shall be deemed to occur if the University President, in his or her sole 
discretion, determines that the facts and circumstances warrant that emergency action take place 
before the next meeting of the University Board.  Upon the determination that an emergency 
situation exists, the University President may temporarily take action on behalf of the University 
Board with regard to the Academy or the Contract, so long as such action is in the best interest of 
the University Board and the University President consults with the University Board 
Chairperson prior to taking the intended actions.  When acting during an emergency situation, the 
University President shall have the authority to act on behalf of the University Board, and such 
emergency action shall only be effective in the interim before the earlier of (a) rejection of the 
emergency action by the Chairperson of the University Board; or (b) the next meeting of the 
University Board.  The University President shall immediately report such action to the 
University Board Chairperson for confirmation at the next meeting so that the emergency action 
continues or, upon confirmation by the University Board, becomes permanent. 

ARTICLE X 

CONTRACT TERMINATION, SUSPENSION, AND REVOCATION 

Section 10.1. Statutory Grounds for Revocation.  In addition to the other grounds for 
revocation in Section 10.2 and the automatic revocation in Section 10.3 of these Terms and 
Conditions, the University Board may revoke this Contract, pursuant to the procedures set forth 
in Section 10.6, upon a determination that one or more of the following has occurred: 

(a) Failure of the Academy to demonstrate improved pupil academic 
achievement for all groups of pupils or meet the educational goals and 
related measures set forth in this Contract; 

(b) Failure of the Academy to comply with all Applicable Law;  

(c) Failure of the Academy to meet generally accepted public sector 
accounting principles and demonstrate sound fiscal stewardship; or 

(d) The existence of one or more other grounds for revocation as 
specified in this Contract. 

Section 10.2. Other Grounds for Revocation.  In addition to the statutory grounds for 
revocation set forth in Section 10.1 and the grounds for an automatic revocation set forth in 
Section 10.3, the University Board may revoke this Contract, pursuant to the procedures set forth 
in Section 10.6, upon a determination that one or more of the following has occurred: 

(a) The Academy fails to achieve or demonstrate measurable progress 
toward achieving the educational goals and related measures identified in 
this Contract; 
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(b) The Academy fails to properly implement, consistently deliver, 
and support the educational programs or curriculum identified in this 
Contract; 

(c) The Academy is insolvent, has been adjudged bankrupt, or has 
operated for two or more school fiscal years with a fund balance deficit; 

(d) The Academy has insufficient enrollment to successfully operate a 
school of excellence, or the Academy has lost more than fifty percent 
(50%) of its student enrollment from the previous school year; 

(e) The Academy fails to fulfill the compliance and reporting 
requirements or defaults in any of the terms, conditions, promises or 
representations contained in or incorporated into this Contract or, during 
the term of this Contract, it is discovered by the Charter Schools Office 
that the Academy failed to fulfill the compliance and reporting 
requirements or there was a violation of a prior Contract issued by the 
University Board; 

(f) The Academy files amendments to its Articles of Incorporation 
with the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, 
Bureau of Commercial Services without first obtaining the Charter 
Schools Office’s approval; 

(g) The Charter Schools Office discovers grossly negligent, fraudulent 
or criminal conduct by the Academy’s applicant(s), directors, officers, 
employees or agents in relation to their performance under this Contract; 
or 

(h) The Academy’s applicant(s), directors, officers, employees or 
agents have provided false or misleading information or documentation to 
the Charter Schools Office in connection with the University Board's 
approval of the Application, the issuance of this Contract, or the 
Academy's reporting requirements under this Contract or Applicable Law. 

Section 10.3. Automatic Amendment Of Contract; Automatic Termination of Contract 
If All Academy Sites Closed; Economic Hardship Termination.  Except as otherwise provided in 
this Section 10.3, if the University Board is notified by the Department that an Academy site is 
subject to closure under section 557 of the Code, MCL 380.557 (“State’s Automatic Closure 
Notice”), then this Contract shall automatically be amended to eliminate the Academy’s 
authority to operate certain age and grade levels at the site or sites identified in the State’s 
Automatic Closure Notice.  If the State’s Automatic Closure Notice includes all of the 
Academy’s existing sites, then this Contract shall automatically be terminated at the end of the 
current school year in which either the State’s Automatic Closure Notice is received without any 
further action of the University Board or the Academy. 

Following receipt of the State’s Automatic Closure Notice, the Charter Schools Director 
shall forward a copy of the notice to the Academy Board and may request a meeting with the 
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Academy Board representatives to discuss the Academy’s plans and procedures for the 
elimination of certain age or grade levels at the identified site or sites, or if all of the Academy’s 
existing sites are included in that notice, then wind-up and dissolution of the Academy 
corporation at the end of the current school year.  All Academy inquiries and requests for 
reconsideration of the State’s Automatic Closure Notice, including the granting of any hardship 
exemption by the Department rescinding the State’s Automatic Closure Notice (“Pupil Hardship 
Exemption”), shall be directed to the Department, in a form and manner determined by the 
Department.  

If the Department rescinds the State’s Automatic Closure Notice for an Academy site or 
sites by granting a Pupil Hardship Exemption, the Academy is not required to close the identified 
site(s), but shall present to the Charter Schools Office a proposed Contract amendment 
incorporating the Department’s school improvement plan, if applicable, for the identified site(s). 

If the Department elects not to issue a Pupil Hardship Exemption and the Charter Schools 
Director determines, in his or her discretion, that the closure of one or more sites as directed by 
the Department creates a significant economic hardship for the Academy as a going concern or 
the possibility of a mid-year school closure, then the Charter Schools Director may recommend 
to the University Board that the Contract be terminated at the end of the current school year 
(hereinafter “Economic Hardship Termination”).  If the University Board approves the Economic 
Hardship Termination recommendation, then this Contract shall terminate at the end of the 
current school year without any further action of the parties. 

The University Board’s revocation procedures set forth in Section 10.6(c) do not apply to 
an automatic termination initiated by the State’s Automatic Closure Notice or an Economic 
Hardship Termination under this Section 10.3. 

Section 10.4. Grounds and Procedures for Academy Termination of Contract. The 
Academy Board, by majority vote of its Directors, may, at any time and for any reason, request 
termination of this Contract.  The Academy Board’s request for termination shall be made to the 
Charter Schools Director not less than six (6) calendar months in advance of the Academy’s 
proposed effective date of termination.  Upon receipt of an Academy request for termination, the 
Charter Schools Director shall present the Academy Board’s request for termination to the 
University Board.  A copy of the Academy Board’s resolution approving of the Contract 
termination, including a summary of the reasons for terminating the Contract, shall be included 
with the Academy Board’s request for termination.  Upon receipt of the Academy Board’s 
request for termination, the University Board shall consider and vote on the proposed termination 
request.  The University Board may, in its sole discretion, waive the six (6) month advance 
notice requirement for terminating this Contract. 

Section 10.5. Grounds and Procedures for University Termination of Contract.  The 
University Board, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to terminate the Contract (i) for any 
reason or for no reason provided that such termination shall not take place less than six (6) 
months from the date of the University Board’s action; or (ii) if there is a change in Applicable 
Law that the University Board, in its sole discretion, determines impairs its rights and obligations 
under the Contract or requires the University Board to make changes in the Contract that are not 
in the best interest of the University Board or the University, then such termination shall take 
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effect at the end of the current Academy fiscal year.  Following University Board approval, the 
Charter Schools Director shall provide notice of the termination to the Academy.  If during the 
period between the University Board action to terminate and the effective date of termination, the 
Academy has violated the Contract or Applicable Law, the Contract may be revoked or 
suspended sooner pursuant to this Article X.  If this Contract is terminated pursuant to this 
Section 10.5, the revocation procedures in Section 10.6 shall not apply.  

Section 10.6. University Board Procedures for Revoking Contract.  The University 
Board's process for revoking the Contract is as follows: 

(a) Notice of Intent to Revoke. The Charter Schools Director, upon reasonable belief 
that grounds for revocation of the Contract exist, shall notify the Academy Board of such 
grounds by issuing the Academy Board a Notice of Intent to Revoke for non-compliance with 
the Contract or Applicable Law.  The Notice of Intent to Revoke shall be in writing and shall set 
forth in sufficient detail the alleged grounds for revocation. 

(b) Academy Board's Response. Within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Notice of 
Intent to Revoke, the Academy Board shall respond in writing to the alleged grounds for 
revocation.  The Academy Board's response shall be addressed to the Charter Schools Director, 
and shall either admit or deny the allegations of non-compliance.  If the Academy's response 
includes admissions of non-compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law, the Academy 
Board's response must also contain a description of the Academy Board's plan and time line for 
correcting the non-compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law.  If the Academy's response 
includes a denial of non-compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law, the Academy's 
response shall include sufficient documentation or other evidence to support a denial of non-
compliance with the Contract or Applicable Law.  A response not in compliance with this 
Section shall be deemed to be non-responsive.  As part of its response, the Academy Board may 
request that a meeting be scheduled with the Charter Schools Director prior to a review of the 
Academy Board's response. 

(c) Plan of Correction. Within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the Academy Board's 
response or after a meeting with Academy Board representatives, the Charter Schools Director 
shall review the Academy Board's response and determine whether a reasonable plan for 
correcting the deficiencies can be formulated. If the Charter Schools Director determines that a 
reasonable plan for correcting the deficiencies set forth in the Notice of Intent to Revoke can be 
formulated, the Charter Schools Director shall develop a plan for correcting the non-compliance 
("Plan of Correction") which may include reconstitution pursuant to Section 10.6(d) of these 
Terms and Conditions.  In developing a Plan of Correction, the Charter Schools Director is 
permitted to adopt, modify or reject some or all of the Academy Board's response for correcting 
the deficiencies outlined in the Notice of Intent to Revoke.  The Notice of Intent to Revoke shall 
be closed if the Charter Schools Director determines any of the following: (i) the Academy 
Board's denial of non-compliance is persuasive; (ii) the non-compliance set forth in the Notice of 
Intent to Revoke has been corrected by the Academy Board; or (iii) the Academy Board has 
successfully completed the Plan of Correction.  

(d) University Board’s Contract Reconstitution Provision. The Charter Schools 
Director may reconstitute the Academy in an effort to improve student educational performance 
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or to avoid interruption of the educational process.  Reconstitution may include, but is not 
limited to, one of the following actions: (i) removal of 1 or more members of the Academy 
Board; (ii) termination of at-will board appointments of 1 or more Academy Board members in 
accordance with the Resolution; (iii) withdrawing approval of a contract under Section 506 of the 
Code; (iv) the appointment of a new Academy Board of Directors or a Conservator to take over 
operations of the Academy; or (v) closure of an Academy site(s).  Reconstitution of the Academy 
does not prohibit the Department from issuing an order under section 507 of the Code, MCL 
380.507, directing the automatic closure of the Academy’s site(s).   

(e) Request for Revocation Hearing.  The Charter Schools Director may initiate a 
revocation hearing before the University Charter Schools Hearing Panel if the Charter Schools 
Director determines that any of the following has occurred: 

(i) the Academy Board has failed to respond to the Notice of Intent to Revoke 
as set forth in Section 10.6(b); 

(ii) the Academy Board's response to the Notice of Intent to Revoke is non-
responsive; 

(iii) the Academy Board's response admits violations of the Contract or 
Applicable Law which the Charter Schools Director deems cannot be remedied or cannot 
be remedied in an appropriate period of time, or for which the Charter Schools Director 
determines that a Plan of Correction cannot be formulated; 

(iv) the Academy Board's response contains denials that are not supported by 
sufficient documentation or other evidence showing compliance with the Contract or 
Applicable Law; 

(v) the Academy Board has not complied with part or all of a Plan of 
Correction established in Section 10.6(c); 

(vi) the Academy Board has engaged in actions that jeopardize the financial or 
educational integrity of the Academy; or 

(vii) the Academy Board has been issued multiple or repeated Notices of Intent 
to Revoke. 

The Charter Schools Director shall send a copy of the request for revocation hearing to 
the Academy Board at the same time the request is sent to the Hearing Panel. The request for 
revocation shall identify the reasons for revoking the Contract. 

(f) Hearing before the University Charter Schools Hearing Panel. Within thirty (30) 
days of receipt of a request for revocation hearing, the Hearing Panel shall convene a revocation 
hearing.  The Hearing Panel shall provide a copy of the notice of hearing to the Charter Schools 
Office and the Academy Board at least ten (10) days before the hearing.  The purpose of the 
Hearing Panel is to gather facts surrounding the Charter Schools Director’s request for Contract 
revocation, and to make a recommendation to the University Board on whether the Contract 
should be revoked.  The revocation hearing shall be held at a location, date and time as 
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determined by the Charter Schools Director and shall not last more than three hours.  The 
hearing shall be transcribed and the cost shall be divided equally between the University and the 
Academy.  The Charter Schools Director or his or her designee, and the Academy Board or its 
designee, shall each have equal time to make their presentation to the Hearing Panel.  Although 
each party is permitted to submit affidavits and exhibits in support of their positions, the Hearing 
Panel will not hear testimony from any witnesses for either side.  The Hearing Panel may, 
however, question the Charter Schools Director and the Academy Board.  Within thirty (30) days 
of the revocation hearing, the Hearing Panel shall make a recommendation to the University 
Board concerning the revocation of the Contract.  For good cause, the Hearing Panel may extend 
any time deadline set forth in this subsection.  A copy of the Hearing Panel's recommendation 
shall be provided to the Charter Schools Office and the Academy Board at the same time that the 
recommendation is sent to the University Board. 

(g) University Board Decision. If the Hearing Panel's recommendation is submitted to 
the University Board at least fourteen (14) days before the University Board's next regular 
meeting, the University Board shall consider the Hearing Panel's recommendation at its next 
regular meeting and vote on whether to revoke the Contract.  The University Board reserves the 
right to modify, reject or approve all or any part of the Hearing Panel’s recommendation.  The 
University Board shall have available to it copies of the Hearing Panel's recommendation and the 
transcript from the hearing.  The University Board may waive the fourteen (14) day submission 
requirement or hold a special board meeting to consider the Hearing Panel's recommendation.  A 
copy of the University Board's decision shall be provided to the Charter Schools Office, the 
Academy Board and the Department.  

(h) Effective Date of Revocation.  If the University Board votes to revoke the 
Contract, the revocation shall be effective on the date of the University Board's act of revocation, 
or at a later date as determined by the University Board. 

(i) Disposition of State School Aid Funds.  Notwithstanding any other provision of 
the Contract, any state school aid funds received by the University Board after a 
recommendation is made by the Hearing Panel to revoke the Contract, or a decision by the 
University Board to revoke the Contract, may be withheld by the University Board or returned to 
the Michigan Department of Treasury upon request.  The University Board may also direct that a 
portion of the Academy’s state school aid funds be directed to fund the Academy’s Dissolution 
account established under Section 10.10 of these Terms and Conditions. 

Section 10.7. Contract Suspension.  The University Board's process for suspending the 
Contract is as follows: 

(a) The Charter Schools Director Action. If the Charter Schools Director determines, 
in his or her sole discretion, that certain conditions or circumstances exist such that the Academy 
Board:  

(i) has placed staff or students at risk;  

(ii) is not properly exercising its fiduciary obligations to protect and preserve 
the Academy's public funds and property;  
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(iii) has lost its right to occupancy of the physical facilities described in 
Schedule 6, and cannot find another suitable physical facility for the Academy prior to the 
expiration or termination of its right to occupy its existing physical facilities;  

(iv) has failed to secure or has lost the necessary fire, health, and safety 
approvals as required by Schedule 6;  

(v) has willfully or intentionally violated this Contract or Applicable Law; or  

(vi) has violated Section 10.2(g) or (h), then the Charter Schools Director may 
immediately suspend the Contract, pending completion of the procedures set forth in Section 
10.6.  A copy of the suspension notice, setting forth the grounds for suspension, shall be sent to 
the Academy Board and to the Hearing Panel.  If this subsection is implemented, the notice and 
hearing procedures set forth in Section 10.6 shall be expedited as much as possible.   

(b) Disposition of State School Aid Funds. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
the Contract, any state school aid funds received by the University Board after a decision by the 
Charter Schools Director to suspend the Contract, may be retained by the University Board for 
the Academy until the Contract is reinstated, or may be returned to the Michigan Department of 
Treasury upon the State’s request. 

(c) Immediate Revocation Proceeding. If the Academy Board, after receiving a notice 
of Contract suspension from the Charter Schools Director, continues to engage in conduct or 
activities that are covered by the suspension notice, the Hearing Panel may immediately convene 
a revocation hearing in accordance with the procedures set forth in section 10.6(e) of this 
Contract.  The Hearing Panel has the authority to accelerate the time line for revoking the 
Contract, provided that notice of the revocation hearing shall be provided to the Charter Schools 
Office and the Academy Board at least five (5) days before the hearing.  If the Hearing Panel 
determines that the Academy Board has continued to engage in conduct or activities that are 
covered by the suspension notice, the Hearing Panel may recommend revocation of the Contract.  
The University Board shall proceed to consider the Hearing Panel's recommendation in 
accordance with Sections 10.6(f) through (h). 

Section 10.8. Venue; Jurisdiction.  The parties agree that all actions or proceedings 
arising in connection with this Contract will be tried and litigated only in the Circuit Court of 
Chippewa County, Michigan, the Michigan Court of Claims or the Federal District Court for the 
Western District of Michigan.  The parties hereby irrevocably accept for themselves and in 
respect of  their property, generally and unconditionally, the jurisdiction of such courts.  The 
parties irrevocably consent to the service of process out of any such courts in any such action or 
proceedings by the mailing of copies thereof by registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, to 
each such party, at its address set forth for notices in this Contract, such service to become 
effective ten (10) days after such mailing.  The parties irrevocably waive any right they may have 
to assert the doctrine of forum non conveniens or to object to venue to the extent any proceedings 
is brought in accordance with this Section 10.8.  This Section 10.8 shall not in any way be 
interpreted as an exception to the Academy’s covenant not to sue contained in Section 11.3 of 
these Terms and Conditions. 
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Section 10.9.   Conservator; Appointment By University President.  Notwithstanding 
any other provision of the Contract, in the event that the University President, in his or her sole 
discretion, determines that the health, safety and welfare of Academy students, property or funds 
are at risk, the University President, after consulting with the University Board Chairperson, may 
appoint a person to serve as the Conservator of the Academy.  Upon appointment, the 
Conservator shall have all the powers of a Board of Directors of a Public School Academy and 
act in the place and stead of the Academy Board.  The University President shall appoint the 
Conservator for a definite term which may be extended in writing at his or her sole discretion.  
During the appointment, the Academy Board members and their terms in office are suspended 
and all powers of the Academy Board are suspended.  All appointments made under this 
provision must be presented to the University Board for final determination at its next regularly 
scheduled meeting.  During their appointment, the Conservator shall have the following powers: 

(a) take into his or her possession all Academy property and records, 
including financial, board, employment and student records; 

(b) institute and defend actions by or on behalf of the Academy; 

(c) continue the business of the Academy including entering into contracts, 
borrowing money, and pledging, mortgaging, or otherwise encumbering 
the property of the Academy as security for the repayment of loans. 
However, the power shall be subject to any provisions and restrictions in 
any existing credit documents; 

(d) hire, fire, evaluate and discipline employees of the Academy; 

(e) settle or compromise with any debtor or creditor of the Academy, 
including any governmental or taxing authority; 

(f) review all outstanding agreements to which the Academy is a party and to 
take those actions which the Academy Board may have exercised to pay, 
extend, rescind, renegotiate or settle such agreements as needed; and 

(g) perform all acts necessary and appropriate to fulfill the Academy’s 
purposes as set forth under this Contract or Applicable Law. 

Section 10.10.  Academy Dissolution Account.  If the University Board terminates, 
revokes or fails to issue a new Contract to the Academy, the Charter Schools Director shall notify 
the Academy that, beginning thirty (30) days after notification of the University Board’s decision, 
the University Board may direct up to $10,000 from each subsequent state school aid fund 
payment, not to exceed a combined total of $30,000, to a separate Academy account (“Academy 
Dissolution Account”) to be used exclusively by the Academy to pay the costs associated with the 
wind up and dissolution responsibilities of the Academy.  Within five (5) business days of the 
Charter Schools Director’s notice, the Academy Board Treasurer shall provide the Charter 
Schools Director, in a form and manner determined by the CSO, with account detail information 
and authorization to direct such funds to the Academy Dissolution Account.  The Academy 
Dissolution Account shall be under the sole care, custody and control of the Academy Board, and 
such funds shall not be used by the Academy to pay any other Academy debt or obligation until 
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such time as all the wind-up and dissolution expenses have been satisfied. An intercept agreement 
entered into by the Academy and a third party lender or trustee shall include language that the 
third party lender or trustee acknowledges and consents to the funding of the Academy’s 
dissolution account in accordance with this Contract.  Any unspent funds remaining in the 
Academy’s dissolution account after payment of all wind up and dissolution expenses shall be 
returned to the Academy.  

ARTICLE XI 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMIES 

Section 11.1. The Academy Budget; Transmittal of Budgetary Assumptions; Budget 
Deficit; Enhanced Deficit Elimination Plan.   

The Academy agrees to comply with all of the following: 

(a) The Academy Board is responsible for establishing, approving, and 
amending an annual budget in accordance with the Uniform Budgeting 
and Accounting Act, MCL 141.421 et seq.   

(b) Within ten (10) days after adoption by the Academy Board (but not later 
than July 1st) each year, the Academy Board shall submit to the Charter 
Schools Office a copy of its annual budget for the upcoming fiscal year.  
The budget must detail budgeted expenditures at the object level as 
described in the Michigan Department of Education’s Michigan School 
Accounting Manual.  In addition, the Academy Board is responsible for 
approving all revisions and amendments to the annual budget.  Within 10 
days after Academy Board approval, revisions or amendments to the 
Academy’s budget shall be submitted to the Charter Schools Office. 

(c) Unless exempted from transmitting under section 1219 of the Code, MCL 
380.1219, the Academy, on or before July 7th of each school fiscal year, 
shall transmit to the Center for Educational Performance and Information 
(“CEPI”) the budgetary assumptions used when adopting its annual budget 
pursuant to the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL 141.421 et 
seq. 

(d) The Academy shall not adopt or operate under a deficit budget, or incur an 
operating deficit in a fund during any fiscal year.  At any time during the 
term of this Contract, the Academy shall not have an existing deficit fund 
balance, incur a deficit fund balance, or adopt a current year budget that 
projects a deficit fund balance.  If the Academy has an existing deficit 
fund balance, incurs a deficit fund balance in the most recently completed 
school fiscal year, or adopts a current year budget that projects a deficit 
fund balance, all of the following apply: 
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(i) The Academy shall notify the Superintendent and the State 
Treasurer immediately upon the occurrence of the circumstance, 
and provide a copy of the notice to the Charter Schools Office. 

(ii) Within 30 days after making notification under subdivision (d)(i), 
the Academy shall submit to the Superintendent in the form and 
manner prescribed by the Department an amended budget for the 
current school fiscal year and a deficit elimination plan approved 
by the Academy Board, with a copy to the State Treasurer.  The 
Academy shall transmit a copy of the amended budget and the 
deficit elimination plan to the Charter Schools Office. 

(iii) After the Superintendent approves the Academy's deficit 
elimination plan, the Academy shall post the deficit elimination 
plan on the Academy's website. 

(e) If the Academy is required by the State Treasurer to submit an enhanced  
deficit elimination plan under section 1220 of the Code, MCL 380.1220,  
the Academy shall do all of the following: 

(i) The enhanced deficit elimination plan shall be approved by the 
Academy Board before submission. 

(ii) After the State Treasurer approves an enhanced deficit elimination 
plan for the Academy, the Academy shall post the enhanced deficit 
elimination plan on the Academy’s website. 

(iii) Submit to the Superintendent and State Treasurer an enhanced 
monthly monitoring reports in a form and manner prescribed by 
the State Treasurer and post such monthly reports on the 
Academy’s website. 

Section 11.2. Insurance.  The Academy Board shall secure and maintain in its own name 
as the “first named insured” at all times the following insurance coverages: 

M.U.S.I.C. INSURANCE COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

for Public School Academies (PSA), Strict Discipline Academies (SDA)  

Urban High Schools (UHS) & Schools of Excellence (SOE) 
NOTE: Insurance carriers must have an AM Best Rating of "A - VII" or better 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/12 -- MUSIC Board Approval Date: 12/15/2011 
COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS

General or Public Liability (GL) Must be Occurrence form 
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Must include Sexual Abuse & Molestation coverage which can be Occurrence or Claims 
Made. If this coverage is Claims Made the Retroactive Date must be the same or before 
date of original University PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE contract. If this coverage is Claims Made, 
and the PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE goes out of business, the PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE needs to 
purchase the longest-available tail coverage. This requirement could be stated in the exit 
language of the Charter Contract with the PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE. 

Must include Corporal Punishment coverage. 

$1,000,000 per occurrence & $2,000,000 aggregate. 

In the event of name changes, mergers, etc., every past and present PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE 
name must be listed on the policy with the new entity as the First Named Insured. 

University must be included as an Additional Insured with Primary and Non-
Contributory Coverage. 

NOTE: SDA must also have Security/Police Professional Liability coverage with MINIMUM 
of $1,000,000 limit which can be Occurrence or Claims Made. If this coverage is Claims 
Made, and the SDA goes out of business, the SDA needs to purchase the longest-
available tail coverage. This requirement could be stated in the exit language of the 
Charter Contract with the SDA. 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 
Errors & Omissions (E&O) Must include Employment Practices Liability. 

Must include Corporal Punishment coverage. 

Must include Sexual Abuse & Molestation coverage. 

Must include Directors' & Officers' coverage. 

Must include School Leaders' E&O. 

Can be Claims Made or Occurrence form. 

If Claims Made, retroactive date must be the same or before date of original University-

PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE Charter Contract. If this coverage is Claims Made, and the 
PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE goes out of business, the PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE needs to purchase the 
longest-available tail coverage. This requirement could be stated in the exit language of the 
Charter Contract with the PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE. 

$1,000,000 per occurrence & $3,000,000 aggregate. 

In the event of name changes, mergers, etc., every past and present PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE 
name must be listed on the policy with the new entity as the First Named Insured. 

University must be included as an Additional Insured with Primary and Non-
Contributory Coverage. 

M.U.S.I.C. INSURANCE COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

for Public School Academies (PSA), Strict Discipline Academies (SDA)  

Urban High Schools (UHS) & Schools of Excellence (SOE) 
NOTE: Insurance carriers must have an AM Best Rating of "A - VII" or better 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/12 -- MUSIC Board Approval Date: 12/15/2011
COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS

Automobile Liability (AL) for Owned and $1,000,000 per accident. 
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Non-Owned Autos In the event of name changes, mergers, etc., every past and present 
PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE name must be listed on the policy with the new entity as 
the First Named Insured. 

University must be included as Additional Insured with Primary and Non-
Contributory Coverage. 

See Umbrella section for higher limit

requirements. Higher limits are required if PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE has its own buses. 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS
Workers' Compensation Must be Occurrence form. 

Statutory Limits with $1,000,000 Employers Liability Limits. 

Requirement for PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE when leasing 

employees from Educational Service Provider (ESP) or 

Management Firm (MF) 

NOTE: Must have Alternate Employer Endorsement from 
ESP/MF. Schedule PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE location on the ESP/MF 
Contract. 

NOTE: If PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE is leasing employees from ESP/MF and the 
PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE name does not have payroll, PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE still 
must carry Workers' Compensation coverage including Employers' Liability 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS
Crime Must include Employee Dishonesty coverage.

Must include third party coverage. 

$500,000 limit. 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS
Umbrella Can be Claims Made or Occurrence form. If this coverage is Claims Made, 

and the PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE goes out of business, the PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE 
needs to purchase the longest-available tail coverage. This requirement could 
be stated in the exit language of the Charter Contract with the 
PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE.Umbrella is acceptable with a $4,000,000 limit and aggregate. Also, an 
Umbrella policy with an unlimited aggregate is acceptable at a $2,000,000 
limit.If PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE has its own buses AND/OR has more than 1,000 
students, must have MINIMUM $5,000,000 per occurrence. 

If PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE purchases additional Umbrella limits to meet the 
$1,000,000/$3,000,000 for E&O then they must be in addition to the required 
Umbrella limit. 

In the event of name changes, mergers, etc., every past and present 
PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE name must be listed on the policy with the new entity as 
the First Named Insured. 

University must be included as Additional Insured with Primary and Non-
Contributory Coverage. 

All coverages have to be included in the Umbrella that are in General Liability, 
Automobile and E&O. 

M.U.S.I.C. INSURANCE COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

for Public School Academies (PSA), Strict Discipline Academies (SDA)  

Urban High Schools (UHS) & Schools of Excellence (SOE) 
NOTE: Insurance carriers must have an AM Best Rating of "A - VII" or better 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/12 -- MUSIC Board Approval Date: 12/15/2011 
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ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
COVERAGE RECOMMENDATION

Property Limits to cover replacement for PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE's property exposures, 
including real and personal, owned or leased. 

Cyber Risk Coverage Cyber Liability addresses the first- and third-party risks regarding Internet 
business, the Internet, networks and other assets. Cyber Liability Insurance 
coverage offers protection for exposures from Internet hacking and 
notification requirements. 

Automobile Physical Damage Coverage for damage to the owned or used vehicle. 

DISCLAIMER:

By requiring such minimum insurance, the University and M.U.S.I.C. shall not be deemed or construed to have assessed the risks that may be applicable to 

every PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE's operation and related activities. Each PSA/SDA/UHS/SOE should assess its own risks and if it deems appropriate and/or 

prudent, maintain higher limits and/or broader coverage. 

Insurance carrier(s) must have an AM Best Rating of “A - VII” or better. 

The insurance must be obtained from a licensed mutual, stock, or other responsible company 
licensed to do business in the State of Michigan.  The Academy may join with other public 
school academies to obtain insurance if the Academy Board finds that such an association 
provides economic advantages to the Academy, provided that each Academy maintains its 
identity as first named insured.  The Academy shall have a provision included in all policies 
requiring notice to the University Board, at least thirty (30) days in advance, upon termination or 
non-renewal of the policy.  In addition, the Academy shall submit within ten (10) days of 
insurance renewal “Acord” copies of the insurance certificate of liability insurance and public 
school academy insurance verification document to the Charter Schools Director, or upon 
request, submit copies of insurance policies binder sheets evidencing all insurance required by 
the Contract, and proof of naming University as additionally insured.  The Academy shall 
properly maintain the necessary insurance certificates evidencing the insurance required by the 
Contract. 

When changing insurance programs or carriers, the Academy must provide copies of the 
proposed policies to the University Board, or its designee, at least thirty (30) days prior to the 
proposed change.  The Academy shall not cancel its existing coverage without the prior approval 
of the Charter Schools Office. 

The Academy may expend funds for payment of the cost of participation in an accident or 
medical insurance program to insure protection for pupils while attending school or participating 
in a school program or activity.  Other insurance policies and higher minimums may be required 
depending upon academic offerings and program requirements. 

If the Academy utilizes an Educational Service Provider, the following insurance requirements 
apply to the Educational Service Provider and such coverages must be secured prior to providing 
any services or personnel to the Academy: 
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COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

General or Public 
Liability (GL) 

Must be Occurrence form 

Must include Sexual Abuse & Molestation coverage 

Must include Corporal Punishment coverage 

$1,000000 per occurrence & $2,000,000 aggregate 

PSA must be included as First Named Insured 

University must be included as Additional Insured with Primary Coverage 

NOTE:  Strict Disciplinary Academies must also have Security/Police Professional Liability 
coverage with MINIMUM of $1,000,000 per occurrence 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Errors & Omissions 
(E&O) 

Must include Employment Practices Liability 

Must include Directors' and Officers' coverage 

Must include School Leaders' E&O 

Can be Claims Made or Occurrence form 

If Claims Made, Retroactive Date must be the same or before date of original University-PSA 
contract 

$1,000,000 per occurrence & $3,000,000 aggregate 

PSA must be included as First Named Insured 

University must be included as Additional Insured with Primary Coverage 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Automobile Liability 
(AL) 

$1,000,000 per accident 

for Owned and Non-
Owned Autos 

PSA must be included as First Named Insured 

University must be included as Additional Insured with Primary Coverage 

Higher limits may be required if PSA has its own buses  

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Workers' Compensation Must be Occurrence Form 

Statutory Limits 

NOTE:  If PSA is leasing employees from ESP, ESP must have Employers' Liability with 
$1,000,000 per occurrence AND Alternate Employer Endorsement naming PSA.  

PSA must be included as First Named Insured 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Crime Must include Employee Dishonesty coverage 

Must be Occurrence form 

$500,000 per occurrence 

PSA must be included as First Named Insured 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Umbrella Can be Claims Made or Occurrence form 

$2,000,000 per occurrence & $4,000,000 aggregate 
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If PSA has its own buses AND/OR has more than 1,000 students, must have MINIMUM 
$5,000,000 per occurrence  

PSA must be included as First Named Insured 

University must be included as Additional Insured with Primary Coverage 

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Property 
Limits to cover replacement for PSA's property exposures, including real and personal, owned or 
leased 

COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Performance Bond (or 
Letter of Credit with 
Indemnification) 

$1,000,000 per claim/aggregate 

Insurance carrier(s) must have an AM Best Rating of “A - VII” or better. 

The University’s insurance carrier periodically reviews the types and amounts of insurance 
coverages that the Academy must secure in order for the University to maintain insurance 
coverage for the authorization and oversight of the Academy.  In the event that the University’s 
insurance carrier requests additional changes in coverage identified in this Section 11.2, the 
Academy agrees to comply with any additional changes in the types and amounts of coverage 
requested by the University’s insurance carrier within thirty (30) days after notice of the 
insurance coverage change. 

Section 11.3. Legal Liabilities and Covenant Against Suit.  The Academy acknowledges 
and agrees that it has no authority to extend the full faith and credit of the University Board, the 
University or any other authorizing body, or to enter into a contract that would bind the 
University Board or the University.  The Academy also is limited in its authority to contract by 
the amount of funds obtained from the state school aid fund, as provided hereunder, or from other 
independent sources.  The Academy hereby agrees and covenants not to sue the University Board, 
the University, or any of its Trustees, officers, employees, agents or representatives for any 
matters that arise under this Contract.  The University Board and the University do not assume 
any obligation with respect to any Director, employee, agent, parent, guardian, student, or 
independent contractor of the Academy, and no such person shall have the right or standing to 
bring suit against the University Board or the University, or any of its Trustees, employees, 
agents, or independent contractors as a result of the issuing, overseeing, suspending, terminating 
or revoking of this Contract, or as a result of not issuing a new Contract at the end of the term of 
this Contract. 

Section 11.4. Lease or Deed for Proposed Single Site.  Prior to entering into any lease 
agreement for real property, the Academy shall provide to the Charter Schools Office copies of its 
lease or deed for the premises in which the Academy shall operate in a form and manner 
consistent with the Lease Policies, which are incorporated into and be deemed part of this 
Contract.  A copy of the final executed lease agreement shall be included in this Contract under 
Schedule 6.  The Charter Schools Office may, from time to time during the term of this Contract, 
amend the Lease Policies and such amended lease policies shall automatically apply to the 
Academy without the need for a Contract amendment under article IX of these Terms and 
Conditions.  The Charter Schools Office may disapprove the proposed lease agreement submitted 



31 

by the Academy if the lease agreement is contrary to this Contract, the Lease Policies, or 
Applicable Law.  Any subsequent amendment to a lease agreement shall be submitted for review 
by the Charter Schools Office in the same form and manner as a new lease agreement. 

Any lease agreement entered into by the Academy shall include a termination provision 
permitting the Academy to terminate the lease, without cost or penalty to the Academy, in the 
event that the Academy is required to close an Academy site covered by the lease (i) pursuant to a 
notice issued by the Department under Section 557 of the Code, MCL 380.557; or (ii) pursuant to 
a reconstitution by the University pursuant to Section 557 of the Code, MCL 380.557 and these 
Contract Terms and Conditions.  The provision shall also provide that the lessor/ landlord shall 
have no recourse against the Academy or the University Board for implementing the site closure 
or reconstitution.  Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the lessor/ landlord from receiving lease 
payments owed prior to site closure or reconstitution, or relieve the Academy from paying any 
costs or expenses owed under the lease prior to site closure or reconstitution. 

A copy of the Academy’s amended lease or deed shall be incorporated into this Contract 
under Schedule 6.  Any subsequent amendments to any Academy real estate leasing agreement 
shall only be incorporated into this Contract pursuant to Article IX of these Terms and 
Conditions. 

Section 11.5. Occupancy and Safety Certificates.  The Academy Board shall: (i) ensure 
that the Academy’s physical facilities comply with all fire, health and safety standards applicable 
to schools; and (ii) possess the necessary occupancy and safety certificates for the Academy’s 
physical facilities.  The Academy Board shall not conduct classes until the Academy has 
complied with this Section 11.5.  Copies of these certificates shall be incorporated into this 
Contract under Schedule 6. 

Section 11.6. Criminal Background and History Checks; Disclosure of Unprofessional 
Conduct.  The Academy shall comply with the Code concerning criminal background and 

criminal history checks for its teachers, school administrator(s), and for any other position 
requiring State Board approval.  In addition, the Academy shall comply with the Code concerning 
the disclosure of unprofessional conduct by persons applying for Academy employment.  This 
Section 11.6 shall apply to such persons irrespective of whether they are employed by the 
Academy or employed by an Educational Service Provider contracting with the Academy. 

Section 11.7. Special Education.  Pursuant to Section 1701a of the Code, the Academy 
shall comply with Article III, Part 29 of the Code, MCL 380.1701 et seq., concerning the 
provision of special education programs and services at the Academy.  Upon receipt, the 
Academy shall notify the Charter Schools Office of any due process or state complaint filed 
against the Academy. 

Section 11.8. Deposit of Public Funds by the Academy.  The Academy Board agrees to 
comply with Section 1221 of the Revised School Code, being MCL 380.1221, regarding the 
deposit of all public or private funds received by the Academy.  Such deposit shall be made 
within three (3) business days after receipt of the funds by the Academy.  Only Academy Board 
members or designated Academy employees may be a signatory on any Academy bank account. 
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Section 11.9. Nonessential Elective Courses.  If the Academy Board elects to provide 
nonessential elective courses to part-time pupils at a nonpublic school building, the Academy 
shall comply with Section 166b of the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended, MCL 
388.1766b.  Prior to providing instruction, the Academy Board shall ensure that the Academy has 
sufficient documentation to qualify for part-time pupil funding under the State School Aid Act.  
The provision of nonessential elective courses by the Academy shall be incorporated into 
Schedule 7c of this Contract by amendment pursuant to Article IX of these Terms and 
Conditions. 

Section 11.10. Required Provisions for ESP Agreements.  Any Management Agreement 
with an ESP entered into by the Academy must contain the following provisions: 

“Indemnification of Lake Superior State University.  The parties acknowledge and 
agree that the Lake Superior State University Board of Trustees, Lake Superior State 
University and its members, officers, employees, agents or representatives 
(collectively referred to as “the University”) are deemed to be third party 
beneficiaries for purposes of this Agreement.  As third party beneficiaries, the [insert 
name of Educational Service Provider] hereby promises to indemnify, defend, and 
hold harmless the University from and against all claims, demands, actions, suits, 
causes of action, losses, judgments, damages, fines penalties, forfeitures, or any other 
liabilities or losses of any kind, including costs, attorney fees, and related expenses 
imposed upon or incurred by the University, on account of injury, loss or damage, 
including, without limitation, claims arising from bodily injury, personal injury, 
sickness, disease, death, property loss or damage or any other losses of any kind 
whatsoever and not caused by the sole negligence of the University, which arise out 
of or are in any manner connected with the Lake Superior State University Board of 
Trustees’ approval of the Academy’s application, Lake Superior State University 
Board of Trustees’ consideration of or issuance of a Contract, the [insert name of 
Educational Service Provider’s] preparation for and operation of the Academy, or 
which are incurred as a result of the reliance by the University upon information 
supplied by the [insert name of Educational Service Provider], or which arise out of 
the failure of the [insert name of Educational Service Provider] to perform its 
obligations under the Contract, the Agreement or Applicable Law, as applicable.  The 
parties expressly acknowledge and agree that the University, Lake Superior State 
University Board of Trustees and its members, and their respective officers, 
employees, agents or representatives, or any of them, may commence legal action 
against [insert name of Educational Service Provider] to enforce its rights as set forth 
in this Agreement.” 

“Agreement Coterminous With Academy’s Contract.  If the Academy’s Contract 
issued by the Lake Superior State University Board of Trustees is suspended, revoked 
or terminated, or a new charter contract is not issued to the Academy after expiration 
of the Contract, this Agreement shall automatically be suspended or terminated, as the 
case may be, on the same date as the Academy’s Contract is suspended, revoked, 
terminated or expires without further action of the parties.” 
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“Compliance with Academy’s Contract.  [Insert name of Educational Service 
Provider] agrees to perform its duties and responsibilities under this Agreement in a 
manner that is consistent with the Academy’s obligations under the Academy’s 
Contract issued by the Lake Superior State University Board of Trustees.  The 
provisions of the Academy’s Contract shall supersede any competing or conflicting 
provisions contained in this Agreement.” 

“Compliance with Section 503c.  On an annual basis, the [insert name of ESP] agrees 
to provide the Academy Board with the same information that a school district is 
required to disclose under section 18(2) of the State School Aid Act of 1979, MCL 
388.1618, for the most recent school fiscal year for which the information is 
available.  Within thirty (30) days of receipt of this information, the Academy Board 
shall make the information available on the Academy’s website home page, in a form 
and manner prescribed by the Department.  The defined terms in section 503c of the 
Code, MCL 380.503c, shall have the same meaning in this agreement.” 

“Amendment Caused By Academy Site Closure or Reconstitution.  In the event that 
the Academy is required (i) to close an Academy site pursuant to a notice issued by 
the Department under Section 557 of the Code, MCL 380.557; or (ii) to undergo a 
reconstitution pursuant to Section 557 of the Code, MCL 380.557 and the Contract 
Terms and Conditions, and such closure of an Academy site or reconstitution causes 
an amendment to or termination of this ESP Agreement, the parties agree that this 
ESP Agreement shall be amended or terminated to implement the Academy site 
closure or reconstitution, with no cost or penalty to the Academy, and [insert name of 
Educational Service Provider] shall have no recourse against the Academy or the 
University Board for implementing such site closure or reconstitution.” 

“Compliance with Section 12.17 of Contract Terms and Conditions.  [Insert name of 
Educational Service Provider] shall make information concerning the operation and 
management of the Academy, including without limitation the information described 
in Schedule 4 of the Contract, available to the Academy as deemed necessary by the 
Academy Board in order to enable the Academy to fully satisfy its obligations under 
Section 12.17(a) of the Contract Terms and Conditions.” 

Section 11.11. Management Agreements.  The Academy may enter into a Management 
Agreement with an ESP to contract out its administrative and/or educational functions and 
personnel.  For purposes of this Contract, an employee leasing agreement shall be considered a 
Management Agreement, and an employee leasing company shall be considered an ESP.  Any 
Management Agreement shall state that the ESP must acquire insurance in addition to the 
insurance the Academy must obtain under the Contract.  The coverage must be similar to the 
insurance coverage required for the Contract and the Management Agreement must detail the type 
and amount of such required coverage.  Prior to entering any Management Agreement with an 
ESP, the Academy shall submit a copy of the final draft Management Agreement to the Charter 
Schools Office in a form and manner consistent with the ESP policies.  A copy of the final 
executed Management Agreement shall be included in this Contract under Schedule 5.  The 
Charter Schools Office may, from time to time during the term of this Contract, amend the ESP 
policies and the amended ESP policies shall automatically apply to the Academy without the need 
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for a Contract amendment under article IX of these Terms and Conditions.  The Charter Schools 
Office may disapprove the proposed Management Agreement submitted by the Academy if the 
Management Agreement is contrary to this Contract or Applicable Law.  Any subsequent 
amendment to a Management Agreement shall be submitted for review by the Charter Schools 
Office in the same form and manner as a new Management Agreement. 

Section 11.12.  Administrator and Teacher Evaluation Systems.  The Academy Board 
shall adopt and implement for all individuals employed by or contracted for the Academy as 
teachers or school administrators a rigorous, transparent, and fair performance evaluation system 
that complies with Applicable Law.  If the Academy enters into an agreement with an 
Educational Service Provider, the Academy Board shall ensure that the Educational Service 
Provider complies with this section. 

Section 11.13.  K to 3 Reading.  If the Academy offers kindergarten through third grade, 
the Academy Board shall comply with section 1280f of the Code, MCL 380.1280f.  The 
Academy shall ensure that all required actions, notices and filings required under section 1280f, 
MCL 380.1280f, are timely completed.  The Master Calendar shall be updated to include the 
requirements set forth in section 1280f, MCL 380.1280f. 

ARTICLE XII 

GENERAL TERMS 

Section 12.1. Notices.  Any and all notices permitted or required to be given hereunder 
shall be deemed duly given: (i) upon actual delivery, if delivery is by hand; or (ii) upon receipt by 
the transmitting party of confirmation or answer back if delivery is by facsimile or telegram; or 
(iii) upon delivery into United States mail if delivery is by postage paid first class mail.  Each 
such notice shall be sent to the respective party at the address indicated below or to any other 
address or person as the respective party may designate by notice delivered pursuant hereto: 

If to the University Board: Charter Schools Office Director 
Lake Superior State University 
650 W. Easterday Avenue 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 

If to Outside Counsel: Jason T. Hanselman 
Dykema Gossett PLLC 
201 Townsend Street, Suite 900 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 

If to Academy: Board President 
Concord Academy - Petoskey 
2468 Atkins Road 
Petoskey, MI 49770 
TIME SENSITIVE NOTICE
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If to Academy Counsel: Margaret M. Hackett 
Thrun Law Firm, P.C. 
3260 Eagle Park Drive, N.E., Suite 121 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
TIME SENSITIVE NOTICE 

Section 12.2. Severability.  If any provision in this Contract is held to be invalid or 
unenforceable, it shall be ineffective only to the extent of the invalidity, without affecting or 
impairing the validity and enforceability of the remainder of the provision or the remaining 
provisions of this Contract.  If any provision of this Contract shall be or become in violation of 
Applicable Law, such provision shall be considered null and void, and all other provisions shall 
remain in full force and effect.   

Section 12.3. Successors and Assigns.  The terms and provisions of this Contract are 
binding on and shall inure to the benefit of the parties and their respective successors and 
permitted assigns. 

Section 12.4. Entire Contract.  Except as specifically provided in this Contract, this 
Contract sets forth the entire agreement between the University Board and the Academy with 
respect to the subject matter of this Contract.  All prior contracts, representations, statements, 
negotiations, understandings, and undertakings are superseded by this Contract. 

Section 12.5. Assignment.  This Contract is not assignable by either the Academy or the 
University Board. 

Section 12.6. Non-Waiver.  Except as provided herein, no term or provision of this 
Contract shall be deemed waived and no breach or default shall be deemed excused, unless such 
waiver or consent shall be in writing and signed by the party claimed to have waived or 
consented.  No consent by any party to, or waiver of, a breach or default by the other, whether 
expressed or implied, shall constitute a consent to, waiver of, or excuse for any different or 
subsequent breach or default. 

Section 12.7. Governing Law.  This Contract shall be governed and controlled by the 
laws of the State of Michigan as to interpretation, enforcement, validity, construction, and effect, 
and in all other respects. 

Section 12.8. Counterparts.  This Contract may be executed in any number of 
counterparts.  Each counterpart so executed shall be deemed an original, but all such counterparts 
shall together constitute one and the same instrument. 

Section 12.9. Term of Contract.  This Contract shall commence on the date first set forth 
above and shall remain in full force and effect for 7 years until June 30, 2028, unless sooner 
revoked or terminated according to the terms hereof. 



36 

Section 12.10. Indemnification.  As a condition to receiving a grant of authority from the 
University Board to operate a public school pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Contract, 
the Academy agrees to indemnify, defend and hold the University Board, the University and its 
Board of Trustees members, officers, employees, agents or representatives harmless from all 
claims, demands, or liability, including attorney fees, and related expenses, on account of injury, 
loss or damage, including, without limitation, claims arising from bodily injury, personal injury, 
sickness, disease, death, property loss or damage or any other losses of any kind whatsoever and 
not caused by the sole negligence of the University, which arise out of or are in any manner 
connected with the University Board’s receipt, consideration or approval of the Application, the 
University Board’s approval of the Resolution or Authorizing Resolution, legal challenges to the 
validity of Parts 6A or 6E of the Code or actions taken by the University Board as an authorizing 
body under Parts 6A or 6E of the Code, the University Board’s consideration of or issuance of a 
Contract, the Academy’s preparation for and operation of a public school, or which are incurred 
as a result of the reliance of the University Board, the University and its Board of Trustees 
members, officers, employees, agents or representatives upon information supplied by the 
Academy, or which arise out of the failure of the Academy to perform its obligations under this 
Contract.  The foregoing provision shall not be deemed a relinquishment or waiver of any kind of 
governmental immunity provided under Section 7 of the Governmental Liability for Negligence 
Act, being MCL 691.1407 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

Section 12.11. Construction.  This Contract shall be construed fairly as to both parties 
and not in favor of or against either party, regardless of which party prepared the Contract. 

Section 12.12. Force Majeure.  If any circumstances occur which are beyond the control 
of the parties, which delay or render impossible the obligations of one or both of the parties, the 
parties’ obligations to perform such services shall be postponed for an equivalent period of time 
or shall be canceled, if such performance has been rendered impossible by such circumstances. 

Section 12.13. No Third Party Rights.  This Contract is made for the sole benefit of the 
Academy and the University Board and no other person or entity, including without limitation, 
the Educational Service Provider.  Except as otherwise provided, nothing in this Contract shall 
create or be deemed to create a relationship between the parties hereto, or either of them, and any 
third person, including a relationship in the nature of a third party beneficiary or fiduciary. 

Section 12.14. Non-agency.  It is understood that the Academy is not the agent of the 
University. 

Section 12.15. University Board or CSO General Policies on Public School Academies 
Shall Apply.  Notwithstanding any provision of this Contract to the contrary, and with the 

exception of existing University Board or CSO policies regarding schools of excellence which 
shall apply immediately, University Board or CSO general policies clarifying procedure and 
requirements applicable to schools of excellence under this Contract, as from time to time 
adopted or amended, will automatically apply to the Academy, provided they are not inconsistent 
with provisions of this Contract.  Before issuing general policies under this Section, the 
University Board or the CSO shall provide a draft of the proposed policies to the Academy Board.  
The Academy Board shall have at least thirty (30) days to provide comment to the CSO on the 
proposed policies before such policies shall become effective. 
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Section 12.16. Survival of Provisions.  The terms, provisions, and representations 
contained in Section 11.2, Section 11.3, Section 12.10, Section 12.13 and any other provisions of 
this Contract that by their sense and context are intended to survive termination of this Contract 
shall survive. 

Section 12.17. Information Available to the Public. 

(a) Information to be provided by the Academy.  The Academy shall make 
information concerning its operation and management, including without 
limitation the information described in Schedule 4, available to the public in 
the same manner and to the same extent as is required for public schools 
and school districts under Applicable Law. 

(b) Information to be provided by Educational Service Providers.  If the 
Academy enters into an agreement with an Educational Service Provider for 
operation or management of the Academy, the Management Agreement 
shall contain a provision requiring the Educational Service Provider to 
make information concerning the operation and management of the 
Academy, including without limitation the information described in 
Schedule 4, available to the Academy as deemed necessary by the Academy 
Board in order to enable the Academy to fully satisfy its obligations under 
subparagraph (a). 

Section 12.18. Termination of Responsibilities.  Upon termination or revocation of the 
Contract, the University Board or its designee shall have no further obligations or responsibilities 
under this Contract to the Academy or any other person or persons in connection with this 
Contract.  Upon termination or revocation of the Contract, the Academy may amend its articles of 
incorporation or bylaws as necessary to allow the Academy Board to: (a) take action to appoint 
Academy Board members in order to have a quorum necessary to take Academy Board action; or 
(b) effectuate a dissolution, provided that the Academy Board may not amend any provision in 
the Academy’s articles of incorporation or bylaws regarding the disposition of assets upon 
dissolution. 

Section 12.19. Disposition of Academy Assets Upon Termination or Revocation of 
Contract.  Following termination or revocation of the Contract, the Academy shall follow the 
applicable wind-up and dissolution provisions set forth in the Academy’s articles of 
incorporation, the Code and Applicable Law. 

Section 12.20. Student Privacy.  In order to protect the privacy of students enrolled at the 
Academy, the Academy Board, subject to Section 12.23, shall not: 

(a) sell or otherwise provide to a for-profit business entity any personally identifiable 
information that is part of a pupil’s education records.  This subsection does not apply to any of 
the following situations: 

(i) for students enrolled in the Academy, providing such information 
to an educational management organization that has a contract with the 
Academy and whose contract has not been disapproved by the University; 
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(ii) providing the information as necessary for standardized testing that 
measures a student’s academic progress and achievement; or 

(iii) providing the information as necessary to a person that is providing 
educational or educational support services to the student under a contract 
with either the Academy or an educational management organization that 
has a contract with the Academy and whose contract has not been 
disapproved by the University. 

(b) The terms “education records” and “personally identifiable information” shall 
have the same meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 

Section 12.21. Disclosure of Information to Parents and Legal Guardians.  Subject to 
Section 12.23: 

(a) Within thirty (30) days after receiving a written request from a student’s parent or 
legal guardian, the Academy shall disclose without charge to the student’s parent or legal 
guardian any personally identifiable information concerning the student that is collected or 
created by the Academy as part of the student’s education records.   

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (b) and within thirty (30) days 
after receiving a written request from a student’s parent or legal guardian, the Academy shall 
disclose to a student’s parent or legal guardian without charge any personally identifiable 
information provided to any person, agency or organization.  The Academy’s disclosure shall 
include the specific information that was disclosed, the name and contact information of each 
person, agency, or organization to which the information has been disclosed; and the legitimate 
reason that the person, agency, or organization had in obtaining the information.  The parental 
disclosure requirement does not apply to information that is provided: 

(i) to the Department or CEPI; 
(ii) to the student’s parent or legal guardian; 
(iii) by the Academy to the University Board, University, Charter Schools  

Office or to the educational management organization with which the  
Academy has a management agreement that has not been disapproved by  
the University; 

(iv) by the Academy to the Academy’s intermediate school district or another  
intermediate school district providing services to Academy or the   
Academy’s students pursuant to a written agreement; 

(v) to the Academy by the Academy’s intermediate school district or another  
immediate school district providing services to pupils enrolled in the  
Academy pursuant to a written agreement; 

(vi) to the Academy by the University Board, University, Charter Schools  
Office 

(vii) to a person, agency, or organization with written consent from the   
student’s parent or legal guardian, or from the student if the student is 18  
years of age; 
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(viii) to a person, agency, or organization seeking or receiving records in  
accordance with an order, subpoena, or ex parte order issued by a court of  
competent jurisdiction;  

(ix) to a person, agency, or organization as necessary for standardized testing  
that measures a student’s academic progress and achievement; or 

(x) in the absence of, or in compliance with, a properly executed opt-out form, 
as adopted by the Academy in compliance with section 1136(6) of the  
Code, pertaining to uses for which the Academy commonly would   
disclose a pupil’s “directory information.” 

(c) If the Academy considers it necessary to make redacted copies of all or part of a 
student’s education records in order to protect personally identifiable information of another 
student, the Academy shall not charge the parent or legal guardian for the cost of those redacted 
copies. 

(d) The terms “education records,” “personally identifiable information,” and 
“directory information” shall have the same meaning as defined in MCL 380.1136. 

Section 12.22. List of Uses for Student Directory Information; Opt Out Form; Notice to 
Student’s Parent or Legal Guardian. 

(a) Subject to Section 12.23, the Academy shall do all of the following: 

(i) Develop a list of uses (the “Uses”) for which the Academy commonly  
would disclose a student’s directory information. 

(ii) Develop an opt-out form that lists all of the Uses and allows a student’s  
parent or guardian to elect not to have the student’s directory information  
disclosed for 1 or more Uses. 

(iii) Present the opt-out form to each student’s parent or guardian within the  
first thirty (30) days of the school year and at other times upon request. 

(iv) If an opt-out form is signed and submitted to the Academy by a student’s  
parent or guardian, then the Academy shall not include the student’s  
directory information in any of the Uses that have been opted out of in the  
opt-out form. 

(b) The terms “directory information” shall have the same meaning as defined in 
MCL 380.1136. 

Section 12.23.   Confidential Address Restrictions.   

(a) The Academy shall not disclose the confidential address of a student if the student 
or the student's parent or legal guardian has obtained a participation card issued by the 
department of the attorney general under the address confidentiality program act and the parent 
or legal guardian provides notice of the issuance of the participation card, in a form and manner 
prescribed by the Michigan Department of Education. 

(b) The term “confidential address” shall have the meaning as defined in MCL 
380.1136. 
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Section 12.24.   Partnership Agreement.  If the Department and State Reform Office 
impose a partnership agreement on the Academy, the Academy shall work collaboratively with 
the Department, the State Reform Office and other partners to implement the partnership 
agreement.  In the event that a provision in the partnership agreement is inconsistent with a 
provision in this Contract, this Contract shall control. 

Section 12.25. Statewide Safety Information Policy.  The Academy shall adopt and 
adhere to the statewide school safety information policy required under section 1308 of the 
Code, MCL 380.1308.  The statewide school safety information policy may also address 
Academy procedures for reporting incidents involving possession of a dangerous weapon as 
required under section 1313 of the Code, MCL 380.1313. 

Section 12.26. Criminal Incident Reporting Obligation.  Within twenty-four (24) hours 
after an incident occurs, the Academy shall provide a report to the Michigan State Police, in a 
form and manner prescribed by State Police, either of the following: (i) an incident involving a 
crime that must be reported under section 1310a(2) of the Code, MCL 380.1310a(2); or (ii) an 
incident, if known to the Academy, involving the attempted commission of a crime that must be 
reported under section 1310a(2) of the Code, MCL 380.1310a(2).  Failure to comply may result 
in the Academy being ineligible to receive any school safety grants from the Michigan State 
Police for the fiscal year in which the noncompliance is discovered by State Police. 

Section 12.27. Academy Emergency Operations Plan. 

(a) Beginning in the 2019-2020 school year, and at least biennially thereafter, the 
Academy shall, in conjunction with at least 1 law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over 
the Academy, conduct either (i) a review of the Academy’s emergency operations plan, 
including a review of the vulnerability assessment; or (ii) a review of the Academy’s statewide 
school safety information policy, as applicable. 

(b) Not later than January 1, 2020, the Academy shall either (i) develop an 
emergency operations plan for each school building, including recreational structure or athletic 
field, operated by the Academy with input from the public; or (ii) adopt a statewide school safety 
information policy under section 1308 of the Code, MCL 380.1308.  The emergency operations 
plan or statewide school safety information policy shall comply with section 1308b(3) of the 
Code, MCL 380.1308b(3).  Within thirty (30) days, the Academy shall provide to the 
Department, in a form and manner determined by the Department, notice of the adoption of an 
emergency operations plan or the completion of an emergency operations plan review, as 
applicable. 

Section 12.28. School Safety Liaison.  The Academy Board shall designate a liaison to 
work with the School Safety Commission created under Section 5 of the Comprehensive School 
Safety Plan Act created under Public Act 548 of 2018, MCL 28.805 and the Office of School 
Safety created under MCL 28.681.  The Liaison shall be an individual employed or assigned to 
regularly and continuously work under contract in the school operated by the Academy.  The 
Liaison shall work with the School Safety Commission and the Office of School Safety to 
identify mode practices for determining school safety measures. 
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is to Certify That  
 

 
 

 
corporation is validly in existence under the laws of this state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This certificate is issued pursuant to the provisions of 1982 PA 162 to attest to the fact that the corporation 
is in good standing in Michigan as of this date and is duly authorized to conduct affairs in Michigan and for 
no other purpose. 
 
 
 
This certificate is in due form, made by me as the proper officer, and is entitled to have full faith and credit 
given it in every court and office within the United States. 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand,  

 

  

 
 

 

 Linda Clegg, Director

Corporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing Bureau

CONCORD ACADEMY - PETOSKEYCONCORD ACADEMY - PETOSKEYCONCORD ACADEMY - PETOSKEYCONCORD ACADEMY - PETOSKEY

in the City of Lansing, this 9th day of April , 2021.

was validly Incorporated on April 3 , 1995 as a Michigan nonprofit corporation, and said

Certificate Number: 21040262308

Verify this certificate at: URL to eCertificate Verification Search http://www.michigan.gov/corpverifycertificate.
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SCHEDULE 4 

OVERSIGHT AGREEMENT

This Agreement is part of the Contract issued by the Lake Superior State University Board of 
Trustees (“University Board”), an authorizing body as defined by the Revised School Code, as 
amended (the “Code”), to Concord Academy - Petoskey (the “Academy”), a public school academy. 

Preliminary Recitals

WHEREAS, the University Board, subject to the leadership and general supervision of the 
State Board of Education over all public education, is responsible for overseeing the Academy’s 
compliance with the Contract and all Applicable Law, 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises set forth below, the parties agree to 
the following: 

ARTICLE I

DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS 

Section 1.01. Definitions.  Unless otherwise provided, or unless the context requires 
otherwise, the following terms shall have the following definitions: 

"Agreement" means this Oversight Agreement. 

"Compliance Certification Duties" means the Academy's duties set forth in Section 2.02 of 
this Agreement. 

"Charter Schools Office" means the office designated by the University Board as the initial 
point of contact for public school academy applicants and public school academies 
authorized by the University Board.  The Charter Schools Office is responsible for 
administering the Oversight Responsibilities with respect to the Contract. 

"Oversight Responsibilities" means the University Board's oversight responsibilities set forth 
in Section 2.01 of this Agreement. 

"State School Aid Payment" means any payment of money the Academy receives from the 
state school aid fund established pursuant to Article IX, Section 11 of the Michigan 
Constitution of 1963 or under the State School Aid Act of 1979, as amended. 
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ARTICLE II

OVERSIGHT AND COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION RESPONSIBILITIES 

Section 2.01. Oversight Responsibilities.  The Charter Schools Office, as it deems necessary 
to fulfill the University Board's Oversight Responsibilities, may undertake the following: 

a.  Conduct a review of the Academy's audited financial reports as submitted, including the 
auditor's management letters, and report to the University Board any exceptions as well as 
any failure on the part of the Academy to meet generally accepted public sector accounting 
principles. 

b.  Conduct a review of the records, internal controls or operations of the Academy to 
determine compliance with the Contract and Applicable Law. 

c.  Conduct a meeting annually between the Academy Board of Directors and a designee of 
the University Board to determine compliance with the Contract and Applicable Law. 

d.  Institute action pursuant to the terms of the Contract to suspend, revoke or reform the 
Contract. 

e.  Monitor the Academy's compliance with the Contract, the Code, and all other Applicable 
Law. 

f.  Request periodic reports from the Academy regarding any aspect of its operation, 
including, without limitation, whether the Academy has met or is achieving its targeted 
educational goals and applicable academic performance standards set forth in the Contract. 

g.  Request evidence that the Academy has obtained the necessary permits and certificates of 
compliance to operate as a public school from the applicable governmental agencies, 
including, without limitation, the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, 
Bureau of Construction Codes and the Bureau of Fire Services, and local health departments. 

h.  Determine whether the Academy has failed to abide by or meet the educational goals or 
applicable academic performance standards as set forth in the Contract. 

i.  Provide supportive services to the Academy as deemed necessary and/or appropriate by 
the University Board or its designee. 

j.  Evaluate whether the Academy appropriately administers all optional or statutorily 
mandated assessments pursuant to the Academy’s student population, goals and programs. 

k.  Take other actions, as authorizing body, as permitted or required by the Code. 

Section 2.02. Compliance Certification Duties.  The Academy agrees to perform all of the 
following Compliance Certification Duties: 
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a.  Submit information to the Charter Schools Office in accordance with the Master Calendar 
of Reporting Requirements adopted by the Charter Schools Office.  The Master Calendar 
may be amended from time to time as deemed necessary by the Charter Schools Office 
Director. 

b. Submit quarterly financial reports to the Charter Schools Office in a form and manner 
determined by the Charter Schools Office.  Submit other financial reports as established by 
the Charter Schools Office. 

c.  Permit inspection of the Academy's records and/or premises at any reasonable time by the 
Charter Schools Office. 

d.  Report any litigation or formal proceedings alleging violation of any Applicable Law by 
the Academy to counsel for the University Board as designated in Article XII of  the Terms 
and Conditions. 

e.  Upon request, provide copies of information submitted to the Michigan Department of 
Education, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, or State Board of Education to the 
Charter Schools Office. 

f.  Provide proposed minutes of all Academy Board of Directors' meetings to the Charter 
Schools Office no later than ten (10) business days after such meeting, and provide approved 
final minutes to the Charter Schools Office within five (5) business days after the minutes 
are approved. 

g.  Submit to the Charter Schools Office prior to the issuance of the Contract, copies of 
insurance policies evidencing all insurance as required by the Contract. 

h.  Submit to the Charter Schools Office a copy of the Academy’s lease, deed or other 
purchase arrangement for its physical facilities as required by the Contract. 

i. Submit to the Charter Schools Office, copies of all fire, health and safety approvals 
required by Applicable Law for the operation of a school. 

j.  Submit annually to the Charter Schools Office, the dates, times and a description of how 
the Academy will provide notice of the Academy’s pupil application and enrollment process. 
The Academy’s pupil application and enrollment admission process must be conducted in a 
fair and open manner in compliance with the Contract and the Code.  At a minimum, the 
Academy shall make a reasonable effort to advertise its enrollment openings by newspaper, 
mail, media, internet or other acceptable communication process.  All Academy notices of 
the open enrollment period must include language that the open enrollment period includes 
evening and weekend times for enrolling students in the Academy.  In addition, the Academy 
must set forth in all public notices the date for the holding of a random selection drawing if 
such a drawing becomes necessary. 
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k.  Upon receipt from the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, Bureau 
of Construction Codes and the Bureau of Fire Services, the Academy shall submit to the 
Charter Schools Office a copy of any Certificate of Occupancy approval for the Academy's 
school facility outlined in Schedule 6.  The Academy shall not occupy or use the school 
facility identified in Schedule 6 until such facility has been approved for occupancy by the 
Bureau of Construction Codes and the Bureau of Fire Services or other local authorized 
building department. 

l.  Submit to the Charter Schools Office copies of ESP agreements, if any, in compliance 
with the Contract and the Code. 

m.  By July 1st of each year, the Academy Board shall provide a copy of the Academy 
Board's public meeting schedule for the upcoming school year.  The Academy Board's public 
meeting schedule shall include the date, time and location of the public meetings for the 
upcoming school year.  Within ten (10) business days of Academy Board approval, the 
Academy Board shall provide a copy to the Charter Schools Office of any changes to the 
Academy Board public meeting schedule.  

n.  Prior to December 31 of each year and whenever necessary thereafter, the Academy 
Board shall approve and submit a revised operating school budget that includes, without 
limitation, the following: (i) the total projected amount of state school aid revenues based on 
the Academy’s September pupil membership count; (ii) revised personnel costs; (iii) any 
start-up expenses incurred by the Academy; and (iv) the total amount of short-term cash flow 
loans obtained by the Academy.  The Academy will make budget revisions in a manner 
prescribed by law.  Within thirty (30) days of the Academy Board approving the budget 
(original and amended, if applicable), the Academy shall place a copy of that budget on the 
Academy’s website within a section of the website that is accessible to the public. 

o.  Unless the Charter Schools Office submits, within 5 days of submission, a copy of the 
budgetary assumptions submitted by the Academy to the Center for Educational 
Performance and Information (CEPI) and confirm that the submitted budgetary assumptions 
were used in the adoption of the Academy’s annual budget.   

p.  Submit copies to the Charter Schools Office of any periodic financial status reports 
required of the Academy by the Department of Treasury. 

q.  Provide copies of notices, reports and plans, including deficit elimination or enhanced 
deficit elimination plans, to the Charter Schools Office under Section 1220 of the Code. 

To the extent that any dates for the submission of materials by the Academy under Section 2.02 
conflict with dates set forth in the Master Calendar, the dates in the Master Calendar shall control. 

Section 2.03. Waiver and Delegation of Oversight Procedures.  The University Board or its 
designee and the Academy may agree to modify or waive any of the Oversight Duties or Compliance 
Certification Duties.  The University Board may delegate its Oversight Duties, or any portion of its 
Oversight Duties, to an officer of the University or other designee. 
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ARTICLE III

RECORDS AND REPORTS 

Section 3.01.  Records.  The Academy will keep records in which complete and correct 
entries shall be made of all Compliance Certification Duties conducted, and these records shall be 
available for inspection at reasonable hours and under reasonable conditions by the Charter Schools 
Office. 

ARTICLE IV

MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 4.01.  Administrative Fee.  The Academy agrees to pay to the University Board an 
administrative fee of 3% of the State School Aid Payments received by the Academy.  This fee shall 
be retained by the University Board from each State School Aid Payment received by the University 
Board for forwarding to the Academy.  This fee shall compensate the University Board for 
overseeing the Academy’s compliance with the Contract and all Applicable Law and other related 
activities for which compensation is permissible.  If the Academy elects to enter into a contract for 
an administrative review with the Charter Schools Office, the costs of performing an administrative 
review shall not be part of the administrative fee under this section but shall be an added service 
provided by the Charter Schools Office to the Academy on a fee for service basis, as authorized 
under the Code. 

Section 4.02.  Time of the Essence.  Time shall be of the essence in the performance of 
obligations from time to time imposed upon the Academy and the University Board by this 
Agreement. 

Section 4.03.  Audit and Evaluation.  The Academy: 

a.  hereby authorizes the Charter Schools Office to perform audit and evaluation studies 
using Academy data including, but not limited to, personally identifiable information about 
the Academy’s students and staff submitted by the Academy to agencies including, but not 
limited to, Center for Educational Performance and Information (“CEPI”), Office of 
Educational Assessment and Accountability (“OEAA”) and the Michigan Department of 
Education (“MDE”).  Pursuant to this authorization, the Charter Schools Office shall abide 
by the regulations that govern the use of student data within the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA - 34 CFR Part 99), the Michigan Identity Theft Protection Act of 
2004, and the Privacy Act of 1974. 

b.  shall upon request, provide the Charter Schools Office with copies or view access to data, 
documents or information submitted to the Michigan Department of Education, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State Board of Education, the Center for 
Educational Performance and Information, the Michigan DataHub or any other state or 
federal agency. 
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Section 4.04.   Fiscal Stress Notification from State Treasurer.  If the State Treasurer 
notifies the Academy that the State Treasurer has declared the potential for Academy financial stress 
exists, the Academy shall provide a copy of the notice to the Charter Schools Office.  Within fifteen 
(15) days of receipt of the notification from the Academy, the Charter Schools Office Director shall 
notify the Academy whether the Charter Schools Office is interested in entering into a contract to 
perform an administrative review for the Academy.  The parties shall consult with the Department of 
Treasury on the development of the contract and the contract for administrative review shall comply 
with the Code.  If the University is not interested in performing an administrative review or the 
parties are unable to reach agreement on an administrative review, the Academy shall consider 
entering into a contract for an administrative review with an intermediate school district.  Nothing in 
this section shall prohibit the Academy from electing to enter into a contract for an administrative 
review with an intermediate school district.  Nothing in this section shall require the Academy from 
electing to enter or not enter into a contract for an administrative review with the University or an 
intermediate school district. 

ARTICLE V 

TRANSPARENCY PROVISION 

Section 5.01.  Information to Be Made Publicly Available by the Academy and ESP. 

A. Information to Be Made Publicly Available by the Academy.  The following 
described categories of information are specifically included within those to be made available to the 
public and the Charter Schools Office by the Academy in accordance with Section 12.17(a) of the 
Terms and Conditions: 

1. Copy of the Contract 

2. Copies of the executed Constitutional Oath of public office form for each serving Director 

3. List of currently serving Directors with name, address, and term of office 

4. Copy of the Academy Board’s meeting calendar 

5. Copy of public notice for all Academy Board meetings 

6. Copy of Academy Board meeting agendas 

7. Copy of Academy Board meeting minutes 

8. Copy of Academy Board approved budget and amendments to the budget 

9. Copies of bills paid for amounts of $10,000.00 or more as submitted to the Academy 
Board 

10. Copy of the quarterly financial reports submitted to the Charter Schools Office 
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11. Copy of curriculum and other educational materials given to the Charter Schools Office 

12. Copy of school improvement plan (if required) 

13. Copies of facility leases, mortgages, modular leases and/or deeds 

14. Copies of equipment leases 

15. Proof of ownership for Academy owned vehicles and portable buildings 

16. Copy of Academy Board approved ESP Agreement(s) 

17. Copy of Academy Board approved services contract(s) 

18. Office of Fire Safety certificate of occupancy for all Academy facilities 

19. MDE letter of continuous use (if required) 

20. Local County Health Department food service permit (if required) 

21. Asbestos inspection report and Asbestos management plan (if required) 

22. Boiler inspection certificate and lead based paint survey (if required) 

23. Phase 1 environmental report (if required) 

24. List of current Academy teachers and school administrators with names and addresses 
and their individual salaries as submitted to the Registry of Educational Personnel 

25. Copies of administrator and teacher certificates or permits for all current administrative 
and teaching staff 

26. Evidence of fingerprinting, criminal background and record checks and unprofessional 
conduct check required by the Code for all Academy teachers and administrators 

27. Academy Board approved policies 

28. Copy of the annual financial audit and any management letters issued to the Academy Board 

29. Proof of insurance as required by the Contract 

30. Any other information specifically required under the Code 

B. Information to Be Made Publicly Available by the ESP.  The following information is 
specifically included within the types of information available to the Academy by the Educational 
Service Provider (if any) in accordance with Section 12.17(b) of the Terms and Conditions: 
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1. Any information needed by the Academy in order to comply with its obligations to 
disclose the information listed under Section 5.01(A) above. 
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CONTRACT SCHEDULE 7 

REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY 



SCHEDULE 7 

REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY 

Required Information for Public School Academy.  This Schedule contains information 
required by Part 6A of the Revised School Code (“Code”). The required information for the 
Academy is contained in this Schedule 7. 

Section a. Governance Structure. The governance structure of the Academy is set forth in 
Section a of this Schedule. 

Section b. Educational Goals.  The educational goals of the Academy are set forth in Section 
b of this Schedule. 

Section c. Educational Programs.  The educational programs of the Academy are set forth in 
Section c of this Schedule. 

Section d. Curriculum.  The curriculum of the Academy is set forth in Section d of this 
Schedule. 

Section e. Methods of Pupil Assessment.  The methods of pupil assessment of the Academy 
are set forth in Section e of this Schedule. 

Section f. Application and Enrollment of Students.  The application and enrollment of 
students criteria of the Academy are set forth in Section f of this Schedule. 

Section g. School Calendar and School Day Schedule. The school calendar and school day 
schedule procedures are set forth in Section g of this Schedule. 

Section h. Age or Grade Range of Pupils.  The age or grade range of pupils to be enrolled by 
the Academy are set forth in Section h of this Schedule. 



SECTION A 

GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE 
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Schedule 7a 

Governance Structure 

The University Board shall appoint the Board of Directors of the Academy 

("Academy Board"). The Academy Board has all the powers and duties permitted by law to 

manage the business, property and affairs of the Academy. The Academy Board is 

responsible for assuring that the Academy operates according to the terms and conditions of 

its contract and the applicable laws. The Bylaws further describe the Academy Board's 

governance structure. 

The Academy is incorporated as a non-stock, directorship nonprofit corporation. The 

University Board establishes the initial number of board members to be five (5).  The 

Academy Board shall have at least five, but no more than 9 members, as determined by the 

University Board. The University Board shall select the members of the Academy Board 

according to the terms and conditions set forth by the University Board. The names of the 

initial Academy Board members and their terms of office are contained in the Resolution. The 

selection of subsequent Academy Board members will be administered according to the 

Bylaws. 

The Academy Board shall manage the business, property and affairs of the Academy. 

The Academy Board shall set all educational, fiscal, and administrative policies for the 

Academy. A copy of the Academy's organizational chart is set forth below. 

Academy Board of Directors 

Educational Service Provider 

Staff 
Teachers, Secretary, Teacher Assistants 
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The Academy Board of Directors currently consists of four (4) members.  The 

Lake Superior State University Board of Trustees appointed each of the following 

individuals as Academy Board members.  The term of office for each individual was 

decided by resolution of the Academy Board. 

 

Nominations and appointments of subsequent Academy Board members shall be 

made in accordance with this Contract.  Vacancies in office shall be determined and filled 

pursuant to the provisions set forth in the Bylaws.  The current Academy Board members 

are as follows: 

 

Name Term Expiration  

Jessica McGuinness 6/1/2024 

Amy Stikovich 6/1/2022 

Timothy Wilson 6/30/2023 

Shawna Messing 6/30/2023 
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EDUCATIONAL GOALS 
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Educational Goals 

 

Concord Academy Petoskey will provide and inspiring and challenging K-12 educational 

environment conducive to the development of critical and creative thinking through the 

integration of the fine arts into the sciences, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEAM) 

utilizing project based instruction and multi-age experiences.  

Pursuant to the Terms and Conditions of this Contract, the Academy shall demonstrate 

measurable progress toward the educational goals identified below in the table in this schedule 

and in accordance with applicable law.  The Academy shall pursue the educational goal of 

preparing students for success in college, work and life.  The achievement or measurable 

progress toward meeting these goals may constitute grounds for the University Board to continue 

the Contract, suspend the Contract, or revoke the Contract.   

It is expected that the academy will meet the state of Michigan’s accountability standards and 

any improvement targets required to be achieved pursuant to state and federal law. Upon request, 

the Academy Board shall provide the CSO with a written report, along with supporting data, 

assessing the Academy’s progress toward achieving these goals.  The Academy Board shall 

demonstrate improved academic achievement for all groups of pupils.  

Measures for Determining Educational Goal Achievement 

To measure progress in preparing all students academically for success in college, work and life, 

the Academy’s performance will be assessed using the measures of student growth and 

achievement specified below.  The Academy will administer the specified tests in accordance 

with the testing windows identified in the Academy’s Master Calendar of Reporting 

Requirements.  Student test results from the fall testing window will be used as the baseline for 

determining the amount of growth the Academy needs to make with students to help them reach 

the college readiness achievement targets. 

Measure 1: Student Growth 

Improved academic achievement for all groups of students in grades 2nd through 8th will be 

assessed using the following metrics and growth targets. 

 

Grade(s) Metric Growth Targets 

 

 

Grades 2-8 

 

The median Student Growth Percentile 

as measured by Measures of 

Academic Progress® by NWEA. 

 

 

 

The median Student Growth Percentile will be  

at or above the 50th percentile 
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Measure 2: Student Achievement 

The academic achievement of all students in grades 2 through 11, who have been enrolled for 

three or more consecutive academic years at the Academy, will be assessed using the following 

metrics and achievement targets.  Academies that are in their first year of operations will not be 

evaluated using academic achievement data.  After the Academy enters its second year of 

operation, academic achievement data for all groups of students will be used in the evaluation. 

 

Grade(s) Metric Achievement Targets 

 

Grades 2-8 

 

The percentage of cohort 

students achieving math and 

reading scaled scores that meet 

or exceed targets based on the 

most current NWEA  

national norms 

 

 

Cohort students will achieve scores equal to 

or greater than the grade-level reading and 

math targets identified in this schedule¹ 

 

Grades 2-8 

 

 

 

 

Grades 8, 9, 10 

 

 

 

Grade 11 

The median subject scores as 

measured by performance on  

Measures of Academic 

Progress® by NWEA 

 

The median subject scores as 

measured by performance on the 

PSAT® by College Board 

 

The median subject scores as 

measured by performance on the 

SAT® by College Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cohort students will achieve subject scores 

greater than that of non-cohort students² 

 

 

 

 

¹Cohort students are those students who have attended an academy for three or more consecutive 

academic years. ²Non-cohort students are those students who have attended an academy for less 

than three consecutive academic years. 
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NWEA’s Measures of Academic Progress Targets 

 

Grade 

MAP Reading 

2020 NWEA Norm 

Spring Target 

MAP Reading  

CMU CCR 

Spring Target 

MAP Math 

2020 NWEA Norm 

Spring Target 

MAP Math 

CMU CCR 

Spring Target 

2 
185.87 

Na 189.42 Na 

3 
197.12 

Na 201.08 Na 

4 
204.83 

Na 210.51 Na 

5 
210.98 

215 218.75 226 

6 
215.36 

220 222.88 232 

7 
218.36 

224 226.73 238 

8 
221.66 

227 230.03 243 

 

 

NOTE: The highlighted targets are based on NWEA MAP’s 2020 spring targets set at the 50th 

percentile. These targets do not necessarily denote college and career readiness. Targets will be 

automatically adjusted each time NWEA updates its norm study. The MAP CMU CCR targets 

are included to show the scores needed to be considered on track for earning a “21” ACT/ 

“1070” SAT and are included for comparative purposes only.  

 

 

 

Measure 3: Student Achievement-Relative Performance and State/Federal Accountability 

The academic achievement of Full Academic Year (FAY) Students will be assessed using the 

following metrics and achievement targets.   
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Grade(s) Metric Growth Targets 

Grades 3-8 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 8, 9, 10 

 

 

 

Grade 11 

 

 

 

 

All Grades 

State Assessment 

Michigan Student Test of 

Educational Progress (M-STEP) or 

successor test 

 

 

Pre-Scholastic Aptitude Test 

(PSAT) or successor test 

 

 

State Assessment 

Michigan Merit Exam (MME, 

SAT) or successor test 

 

 

State Accountability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Academy will meet state/federal 

requirements' 

 

 

'For Accountability purposes, the MDE defines FAY students are those who are enrolled in the 

school at Fall General Collection, the Spring General Collection, and at the enrollment snapshot 

for the given assessment. 

 

Measure 4:  Academy Goals 

 

NA 

 <Specify Academy Goals and the Metrics by which achievement will be measured.  

Mission specific goals and achievement measures should demonstrate that the Academy is 

accomplishing its mission and should not overlap with the student achievement and growth, and 

accountability goals listed above> 
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Concord Academy Petoskey Description of Educational Program  

& Curriculum Overview

Our Mission:

Concord Academy will provide an inspiring and challenging K-12 educational environment 
conducive to the development of critical and creative thinking through the integration of the fine 
arts into the sciences, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEAM), utilizing project 
based instruction and multi-age experiences.

Our Vision: 

● To serve the student and educate the whole child providing academic, cultural, and 
character education.

● To uphold traditional values such as honesty, kindness and respect.
● To encourage students to become leaders and creative thinkers.
● To value contributions and suggestions of students, remembering that true education is 

not “pouring in” but bringing forth.
● To maintain a positive connection with our community, by both drawing on the valuable 

resources of our community and contributing harmoniously to our community.

At all levels our curriculum is built upon the current standards for the state of Michigan 

including Michigan’s Common Core Standards for ELA and Mathematics, the Next 

Generation Science Standards, Michigan’s Standards for Social Studies, Michigan’s 

Standards for Arts Education, and the Michigan Merit Curriculum. 

At the Elementary Level: 

● English Language Arts including reading, writing, listening, speaking, spelling, phonics 

and handwriting including utilization of the  Evidence Based Literacy Instruction (EBLI) 

method through the 3rd grade 

● Mathematics  

● Science including physical sciences, life sciences, earth and space sciences and 

engineering, technology and applications of science 

● Social Studies including Local Communities, Michigan, United States and World Studies 

● Art  

● Music and Movement incorporating physical education and dance 

● Career Exploration 

At the Middle School Level: 

● English Language Arts including reading, writing, listening, speaking, grammar, and 

spelling 

● Mathematics 

● Science including physical sciences, life sciences, earth and space sciences and 

engineering 

● Social Studies including World Geography, World History, and Unites States History 



● Art 

● Instrumental and Vocal Music 

● Drama and Dance as it incorporates into performances 

● Career Exploration 

At the High School Level: 

● English Language Arts including reading, writing, listening, speaking, and grammar 

● Mathematics through Algebra II, including a senior math elective 

● Science including Biology, Physics or Chemistry, and electives from life, earth, and 

space sciences  

● Social Studies including World History and Geography, United States History and 

Geography, Civics and Economics 

● Career Exploration and planning for the future 

● Art 

● Band 

● Theatre or Drama which incorporates Vocal Music and Dance 

● PE & Health 

● Foreign Language 
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Schedule 7d: 

Curriculum 

English Language Arts: 

Students in grades DK-3 learn to read using phonics based instruction.  Zoophonics is used to 

lay the foundation for literacy for students in Developmental Kindergarten, and Evidence Based 

Literacy Instruction (EBLI) is used in grades K-3. The implementation of EBLI has led the school 

to have a high literacy rate and students who are proficient readers. Students learn how to 

decode, develop word recognition and fluency. Spelling success is a natural outcome of our 

phonics based program as is writing. Students work on informational, persuasive/opinion, and 

narrative writing.   

Students in grades 4-5 use literature and informational texts that focus on text complexity, close 

reading, structure and the author’s intent. All components (phonics, phonemic awareness, 

vocabulary, fluency and comprehension) are introduced, explored, practiced and presented with 

grade level novel studies and study guides.  Reading instruction is presented through Daily 5 

and/or CAFE mini-lessons that focus on Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency, and Extended 

Vocabulary. Writing instruction focuses on narrative, informative and argumentative formats. 

Writing instruction uses the 6+1 Traits of writing which include Voice, Ideas, Presentation, 

Conventions, Organization, Word Choice, and Sentence Fluency. Language Arts instruction is 

organized into unit themes and project based instruction around those themes. Digital literacy is 

encouraged and utilized throughout the year. Speaking and listening skills are modeled, 

practiced and applied using discussion, collaboration and presentation.  

Students in middle school Language Arts read and analyze various kinds of writing, including 

novels, short stories, informational texts, poetry, and plays. Through the analysis of written, 

spoken, and multimedia texts, students become more critical consumers of information and of 

various forms of media. Students synthesize and organize ideas to prepare narrative, 

persuasive, and expository essays, while learning and practicing techniques to more effectively 

communicate their thoughts and perceptions with others by means of collaborative discussions, 

journal writing, and presentations. Student’s arts-inclusive writing projects include illustrated 

narratives, multimedia-enhanced analytical and persuasive essays, poetry cafés, and one-act 

plays. Special emphasis is placed on writings relative to the content areas of science and social 

studies (including text structures, word meaning in relation to roots and affixes, social and 

cultural awareness), as well as understanding and thinking critically about news and media 

sources. In addition, students study the relationship between poetic expression and language 

conventions (syntax, voice, sentence types, punctuation, figurative language, word 

connotations) and in writing one’s own texts with these concepts in mind. 

At the high school level students read a variety of classic novels. Students read, write, and 

analyze texts, poetry and plays as well as write short stories, poetry, research papers, literacy 

analyses, and a variety of essay types. Technology is used to research, write, and present 
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student work. Students may elect to increase the rigor of their studies by taking classes at the 

college level as Dual Enrolled students. 

Mathematics: 

Students in the elementary grades develop numeric fluency through operations, telling time, 

measurements, and geometry. Students become fluent in computation and working with story 

problems. Students in upper elementary learn place value and decimal fractions, multi-digit 

whole number and decimal fraction operations, addition and subtraction of fractions, 

multiplication and division of fractions, addition and multiplication with volume and area, and 

problem-solving with the coordinate plane. Math skills are incorporated into STEAM integrative 

projects and multi-age projects.

Students in middle school gain a deeper understanding of problem solving by working with  

fractions, percents and decimals. Students are introduced to algebraic concepts such as 

equations, formulas and variables. They continue to review number sense pertaining to real 

numbers, integers and rational and irrational numbers. Students work through abstract problems 

that lead them through probability, data analysis, and graphing. Lastly, students create projects, 

incorporate math into presentations, and use manipulatives to integrate STEAM education into 

content and make connections to real world applications.

The high school mathematics curriculum consists of Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry. 

Students use different mathematical manipulatives,  integrate STEAM education, and use the 

Arts to make connections to real world applications. Students also analyze their personal goals 

for the future and put together a plan for success. Students are offered a 4th year math elective 

such as Personal Finance or Statistics or they may choose to take advanced coursework as 

Dual Enrolled students at the community college. 
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Social Studies: 

Students in the elementary grades develop social, economic and cultural understanding of 

families, communities, Michigan, the United States, and the world as they learn history, 

geography, civics, and economics. Elementary students explore and investigate various careers 

through Xello. Social studies themes are also explored through integrative projects and 

literature at multiple levels.  

Students in middle school learn about World Geography as well as World History and United 

States History. There is an emphasis on mapping and geographical knowledge. Students 

participate in in-depth exploration of cultural and historic subjects via guided research and 

creative projects. Students explore and investigate careers using Xello. 

Students in high school study World History and United States History as well as Civics and 

Economics. There is an emphasis on mapping and geographic knowledge as well as cultural 

and historical studies via the Arts. At times students are given the freedom of self-directed 

learning through independent research and creative projects. Students explore careers through 

Xello and set goals for post high school experience and education.

Science: 

Science instruction in the elementary grades is based on the Next Generation Science 

Standards focusing on 6 different units: What is Science, Properties & Changes of Matter, Earth 

and Space Science, Forms of Energy, Plants, Animals & Life Cycles.  Students participate in a 

variety of science lessons from Mystery Science and Generation Genius. STEAM lessons and 

integrative activities are incorporated into the curriculum. 

Middle school students pursue scientific knowledge that aligns with the NGSS science 

standards within the disciplines of Earth Science; including space, weather, plate tectonics, and 

geology; Life Science; including cell structure/function and genetics, plant and animal systems, 

Physical Science; including introductory physics, chemistry, electricity and energy. Students 

build knowledge through project-based and inquiry-based learning with a foundation in the 

scientific method. 

High school students pursue scientific knowledge based on the NGSS standards in:  Biology- 

including genetics, cell theory, human systems, comparative anatomy, environmental/ecology;  

Chemistry and/or Physics- including atomic structure, matter and change, periodic law, energy, 

momentum, and power. Concord students also choose from science electives such as Earth 

Science, Astronomy and Zoology. Hands-on learning is emphasized in each discipline. Students 

who have completed these studies may also pursue instruction through Dual Enrollment at the 

community college.  
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Arts Courses: 

All students at Concord Academy Petoskey complete the Michigan Arts Education 

Content Standards and Benchmarks and the Michigan Merit Curriculum Credit 

Guidelines. The Art classes at Concord Academy Petoskey are considered a core part of 

instruction. 

Elementary Art:   

Students in grades DK-4 explore the history of art in relation to time, location, 

technology, and culture. These studies include local, national, and world arts, artists, 

and art movements, as well as art fundamentals, idea generation, and meaning-making. 

Students strengthen their critical thinking, engineering, and social skills - as well as their 

understanding of aesthetics - through skill builders, STEAM challenges, student-choice 

exploration centers, and collaborative art making. Areas of focus include drawing, 

painting, printmaking, collage, sculpture, ceramics, architecture, engineering, sewing, 

fabric arts, weaving, and digital media.

Middle School & High School Art:   

Students in grades 5-12 explore and express themselves creatively in a variety of media as they 

continue to build their skills in drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, 

photography and digital art. Composition, technique, the elements and principles of design, 

attention-to-detail and craftsmanship are emphasized. Art history, art appreciation, and art 

criticism are integrated into projects that utilize independent and collaborative problem solving 

and critical thinking skills. 

Music:  

Music courses at Concord Academy provide activities to enable students to create and perform 

music, listen, move and respond to musical compositions, and incorporate their musical 

experiences with other activities and subjects. Course content involves understanding music as 

creative expression and communication, developing skill with the voice and/or musical 

instruments, and establishing the ability to discern and critique. Specific course content 

conforms to current state standards for the corresponding grade. 

Band: 

The middle and high school band courses help students develop techniques for playing brass, 

woodwind, and percussion instruments and their ability to perform a variety of concert band 

literature styles. These courses may emphasize rehearsal and performance experiences in a 

range of styles and also include experiences in creating and responding to music.  Individual 

parts are more technically advanced as the student progresses to more advanced levels of play. 
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Choir:  

Choir develops students’ vocal skills within the context of a large choral ensemble in which they 

perform a variety of styles of repertoire. These courses are designed to develop students’ vocal 

techniques and their ability to sing parts and include experiences in creating and responding to 

music as part of a large vocal ensemble. 

Drama/Theater:

All students take Drama starting in the middle school grades. Students practice improv and  

learn to memorize lines and analyze scripts for voice, sub-script, and characterization. Students 

have one large performance each year beginning in middle school. 

High school students participate in a Theater production. Students develop acting skills such as 

diction, breath control, projection, and physical communication. Students learn aspects of 

backstage work such as costuming, set construction, publicity, makeup, sound, and lights. 

Students also write scripts and may create storyboards for filming and editing productions. 

Students may request the opportunity to direct, write, or stage-manage plays while in high 

school. 

2/22/2021 



SECTION E 

METHODS OF PUPIL ASSESSMENT 



District Assessments
September October November December January February March April May June

Reading NWEA (DK/K) NWEA (DK/K) NWEA (DK/K)
NWEA (1-8) NWEA (1-8) NWEA (1-8) NWEA (1-8)

NWEA (9-11) MLPP (DK &K) NWEA (9-11) NWEA (9-11)
MLPP (DK &K) DIBELS Next (1st-3rd) DIBELS Next (1st-3rd) DIBELS Next (1st-3rd) DIBELS Next (1st-3rd) MSTEP/MME/PSAT/SAT MSTEP

Basic Reading Inventory (5th) Basic Reading Inventory (5th) Basic Reading Inventory (5th) Basic Reading Inventory (5th) MLPP (DK &K)
DIBELS Next (1st-3rd) DIBELS Next (1st-3rd)

Basic Reading Inventory (5th) Basic Reading Inventory (5th) 
Language NWEA (3, 6-11) NWEA (3rd grade ONLY) NWEA (3, 6-11) NWEA (3, 6-11)

MLPP (DK &K) MLPP (DK &K)
KRA (DK & K) KRA (DK & K) by 11/1

Writing MLPP (DK &K) MLPP (DK &K) MSTEP/MME/PSAT/SAT MSTEP

Math NWEA (DK/K) NWEA (DK & K) NWEA (DK & K)
NWEA (1-8) NWEA (1-8) NWEA (1-8) NWEA (1-8)

NWEA (9-11) NWEA (9-11) NWEA (9-11)
KRA (DK & K) KRA (DK & K) by 11/1 MSTEP/MME/PSAT/SAT MSTEP

Science NWEA (6-11) NWEA (6-11) NWEA (6-11)
MSTEP/MME/PSAT/SAT MSTEP

Social Studies MSTEP/MME/PSAT/SAT MSTEP

Social Skills KRA (DK & K) KRA (DK & K) by 11/1

Legend NWEA Testing Windows DIBELs Testing Windows Title One Students
Universal Screener Fall: Within first 9 weeks of school year BOY: Within first 9 weeks of school year Fountas & Pinnell
Diagnostic Winter: December 1-January 22 MOY: December 1-January 22 DK-5 Assessed BOY & MOY
Progress Monitoring Classroom Assessments (DK-12) Spring: April 26-June 4 EOY: April 26-June 4
State Assessments

Special Education Students
MUST be assessed 3 times per year



SECTION F 

APPLICATION AND ENROLLMENT OF STUDENTS 



Schedule 7f

Application and Enrollment Policies 

The Academy will follow Section 504 of the Revised School Code stating that public school 

academies shall not charge tuition nor discriminate on any basis deemed illegal by the State 

of Michigan.  Enrollment is open to all U.S. citizens who are also residents of Michigan.   

Enrollment preferences will be given to:  

• siblings of those students already enrolled  

• children of employees of the Academy  

• children of board members of the Academy  

If the Academy receives more applications than there are positions available a random 
selection process will be held to determine enrollment.  Those applicants not selected in 
the random selection drawing will be placed on a waiting list in the order they were 
selected.  These applicants will be admitted throughout the academic year as space 
becomes available.  

Each year an open enrollment period will be posted and held for at least two week in the 
month of February and/or March.  The Academy will be open to the public during 
instructional hours as well as specified nights and weekends for the public to retrieve and 
return application and enrollment materials.   



SECTION G 

SCHOOL CALENDAR AND SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE 
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SECTION 7g: SCHOOL CALENDAR AND SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE 

School Calendar 

The Academy’s school calendar shall comply with the Code and the School Aid Act of 
1979.  The Academy Board must submit a copy of the Academy’s school calendar to the 
University Board. 

School Day Schedule

The Academy Board must structure the Academy’s school day schedule to meet the 
required number of instructional days and hours as set forth in the Code and the Act.  The 
Academy Board must submit the school day schedule to the University Board prior to the 
commencement of each academic year. 



SECTION H 

AGE OR GRADE RANGE OF PUPILS 
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SECTION h:  AGE OR GRADE RANGE OF PUPILS 

 

 

The Academy will enroll students in Kindergarten through twelfth grade.  The Academy 

may add grades with the prior written approval of the Charter Schools Office Director or 

the University Board. 

 

Students of the Academy will be children who have reached the age of five (5) as set 

forth in MCL 380.1147.  A child may enroll in kindergarten if the child is at least 5 years 

of age on September 1, 2017.  

 

If a child is not 5 years of age on the specified enrollment eligibility date but will be 5 

years of age not later than December 1 of a school year, the parent or legal guardian of 

that child may enroll the child in kindergarten for that school year if the parent or legal 

guardian notifies the school in a timely manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


