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Honors Contract Guidelines
The University Honors Program emphasizes self-directed learning and an appreciation of knowledge for its own sake.  These goals must be emphasized in successful honors contract proposals.  The Honors Council will review all contract proposals and determine whether the student has fulfilled all aspects of successful contracts after the course instructor approves of the arrangement.

I.
As a matter of form, which should reflect the maturity of the contact applicant, contracts must:

1) be typed

2) include a current syllabus detailing the content and requirements of the course

3) be signed by the student and instructor before and after the course and its honors component are taken

4) be submitted during or before the 4th week of classes (with initial signatures) 

5) be resubmitted (with final signatures) during or before the 14th week of classes

II.
As a matter of content, proposals must contain a listing of significant additional projects to be undertaken by the student under the guidance of the course instructor.  Significance is measured not by the number of tasks, but by the verifiable worth of the additional work.  It is in keeping with the spirit of the Honors Program to encourage students to create their own additional projects.  However, the Honors Council in seeking to uphold the standards of the program will consider the superior contract proposal to exhibit most or all of the following:

1) The projects are neither too general nor too specific in scope.

2) The projects contain a degree of personal insight and creativity beyond efforts merely to obtain and report research.  

3) Projects based on experiences (e.g., a semester abroad or internship) should reflect the perspective and interpretation of the honors student.  Life experience itself is not sufficient; rather, analysis of that experience should be included as part of the honors contract.  

III.
Students may be asked in certain circumstances to present their additional work to the Honors Council for final approval or to an Honors forum for the general benefit of the campus community.

