MAXIMUM LEADER — “Nice try, General
Noriega. It's dictator.”

Name Withheld By Request

New York, New York

ETHICS BILL — “Congressional expres-
sion for ‘pay raise.” ”
Jerry Jones

Cincinnati, Ohio

A MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO
WASTE (several nominations) — “A mind
is not a terrible thing; however, it is a
terrible thing to waste a mind.”

Maryann McKie

Troy, Idaho

FAX — New verb — "I hate to hear some
one ask, 'Fax me a copy, will ya?' " (Editor:
sounds like what Jack Webb was always
seeking on “Dragnet.” “Just the fax,
ma'am.” Will some company develop a
faster fax, a super fax? A fax tax? A mad
fax? OK, Max.)

Ronald R. Watcke

Detroit, Michigan
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SUFFOCATING SUFFIXES

-BRATION

-IFIC

-AMATIC

-TOMIC — “Contrived suffixes to excite
wanton spending.” (Ed.: Attention car
dealers, were holding a “SUFF-AMATIC
BANA-BRATION.”)

-AHOLIC — “We have workaholic, spen-
daholic, shopaholic, chocoholic, food-
aholic . . . popular psychobabble that
should be buried alongside the arro-
gant intellectuals who revel in its use.”
David O'Connor
Willoughby, Ohio

(OK, David. Let's fight back, How about:
FAXAHOLIC, SHAREAHOLIC, HELPAHOLIC,
PSYCHAHOLIC, EXPERTISEAHOLIC, FUZ-
ZAHOLIC, BUZZAHOLIC, BABBLEAHOLIC, TELE-
VANGEAHOLIC, LIPOSUCTIONAHOLIC?)

Lake Superior State University

ANISHED 1990

The following words and phrases are herewith
BANISHED and are included in toto and en
masse on the Annual New Year's Dishonour List
of Words Banished from the Queen's English for
Mis-, Mal- or Over-Use, as well as General
Uselessness.
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MYSELF — “Boofy, Weenie and myself
saw another flying saucer last night.”
Incorrect. Use “." (Ed.: You should check

ALL VULGAR FOUR LETTER WORDS —
. ..overused, disgusting, and sickening
words, used perniciously in movies, books,
on T-shirts and bumper stickers . . . Have
authors and movie producers such . . .
warped or limited minds that they can find
no other words to emphasize a point,
emotion, or sentence?”

Sharon Payant

Green Bay, Wisconsin

THUS — “And its feeble first cousin ‘thusly.’
Eliminate this useless, pretentious stall
word and all of its thoughtless cousins,
such as ‘and what not' and all readers and
listeners will be spared hundreds of hours

of wasted time.”
David J. Yarington
Orono, Maine

the dictionary for yourself.)
Helen Larson
Creighton, Nebraska

VIS-A-VIS — “Used inappropriately by those who don't use English properly, let alone
French.”

Larry McConnell

Sturgis, Michigan

PHRASES THAT FAZE US

THE MORE YOU BUY, THE MORE YOU SAVE — “Well, honey, how much should I buy?”
“Gee, | don't know sugarplum. Just keep buying until you think you have saved enough.”
Rick Duerson
Escanaba, Michigan

POLITICAL STRONGMAN: “This should be dumped before some university
develops a new degdree combining political science with physical education and
weight training. They might even add the authenticating word ‘engineei’ 1o atlract
additional students, resulting in ‘Bachelor of Political Strongman Engineering.” ™

MUTE POINT — Should be MOOT. (Ed.: Unless you're a mime using pencil, or a
bird-hunting dog.) Bill Ziegler
Troy, Michigan

FROM THE DESK OF

______ —*“Note pads with this vanity caption. I have seen a lot of desks
. never one that can write a note.”

From the hand of: David O'Connor
Willoughby, Ohio

FILMED BEFORE A LIVE STUDIO AUDIENCE — "The alternative is a bit grisly.”
Ruth A. Hood

Warren, Michigan

BEST KEPT SECRET — “What has happened to confidentiality? It seems that all over the
country, important secrets are being revealed; from the West Virginia official state highway
map — ‘America’s best-kept secret; from a Columbia University brochure — Columbia
University's ‘best kept secret(s) are the great job opportunities at Columbia Dining Services.
Or ‘one of snowmobiling’s best kept secrets: Marquette, Michigan.” Are we really hearing

confessions of previously incompetent advertising? Or desperate attempts to create new cate-
gories for the Guiness Book of Records? Or what?” (Ed.: We're not sure, folks. The answer
Jim, Linda, David and Karen Belote
Duluth, Minnesota

must be another one of those “best kept secrets.”)
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OUTSTATE MICHIGAN — “This seem-
ingly-innocuous word (OUTSTATE) grates
on my sensibilities like fingernails across
a blackboard . . . The implication being
that Detroit IS Michigan and the rest of the
Michigan land mass is out of the State . .
. What's Detroit? Instate? . . . Big city
newspapers and “downstate” legislators
are the worst offenders . . . even the
Governor is guilty! It's time us "UP-
STATERS” band together and put “OUT-
STATE" in its final resting place. Buried
forever!” (OUT OF STATE)

Yvonne Carlson

Ludington, Michigan

LIPOSUCTION — “Ugly, ugly word; often
mispronounced . . . visions of four lips
stuck together, or an infected lip being
treated, or having verbal influence, pull in
high places.”

Nadine Clark

Dearborn Heights, Michigan

NON VERBS
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MESSENGER — “Sorry, but you cannot
‘messenger’ anything, anywhere. Messen-
ger is a noun. Why not use a simple verb,
‘'send’ or ‘deliver?’ ”

Carolyn P. Beeker

Charlotte, N.C.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

WANTED: PART-TIME PERSON — “What
is the person the rest of the time?” (A part-
time squid?)

Janet K. Brice

Baraboo, Wisconsin

MINOR EMERGENCY CLINIC — “Either
something is an emergency, or it isn't.”
Carol A. McClendon
Fort Worth, Texas
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BUREAUCRAP Duringthe past decade, so many folks have written to complain about nonsensical bureaucratic jargon that we have created an additional category for the 1990s,
obviously named after the mythical Thomas Crapper, the waste management expert.

From the Empire State, New York, this evil example was submitted by Robert B. Leffler, East Nassau, New York, excerpted from a 29-page report from that state’s OMRDD, Office of Mental
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities: “What are the implications of these empirical findings about the service continuum for more normative standards regarding program models,
eligibility criteria, and the appropriateness of the fit between the needs of a person with a developmental disability and the programmatic settings available?” Mr. Lefiler clarifies by writing:
“My conclusion is that the empirical evidence, considering normative standards in this programatic setting suggests that OMRDD has achieved a continuum of remarkable consistency in

obfuscation.”

Mr. Leffler also sent us a copy of a publication of the New York State Office of Mental Health, dated January 1987, drawing our attention to this text: “The environmental revitalization program
is a multifaceted initiative that coordinates the delivery of resources for the improvement of the patient environment at Office of Mental Health facilities.” Thank goodness there is a picture

to explain the text. It shows workers developing a “floor plan layout for dayroom furniture.” Mr Leffler explains the text, “They're buying new furniture.

NOMINATIONS for next year's Banishment list will be accepted Nov. 15 through Dec. 15, 1990. Nom’nations listed above are not necessarily a complete list of banished
expressions, but these nominations seemed most worthy of quotation. This poster is available for $2. A Summary poster (22 x 17 inches printed both sides) of banishments
from 1976 to 1988 only is available for $5. We are working on an All-Time Banishment calendar.
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