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Academic Affairs Update 
October 15, 2025 

 

College of Arts and Sciences 
 

Student Accomplishments and Activities 

 

 Students in Dr. Hari Kandel’s GEOL 315 Geoenvironmental Systems course traveled to the 

Fiborn Karst Preserve in Naubinway, Michigan, on September 20, where they explored karst 

features and experienced an exciting caving excursion. 

 

Grants 

 

 Dr. Kandel received an American Geophysical Union’s Faculty Travel Grant of $1,700 

to present in AGU’s Fall Meeting of 2025. 

 

Publications and Creative Works 

 

 Dr. Alexei Iretski recently published an article in the Journal of Porphyrins and Phthalocyanines. 

 

A. A. Hovhannisyan, H. A. Aghekyan, A. V. Iretskii, and G. G. Martirosyan. Spectroscopic 

characterization of phosphine ligation on manganese and chromium porphyrin nitrosyls. J. 

Porphyrins Phthalocyanines, 29 (2025). 

 

Learn geology by doing geology. Dr. Kandel and students caving in Naubinway, Michigan. 

Fully optimized structures of [Mn(TPP)(NO)(PMe3)] with metal porpyrin nitrosyl binding in the axial position. 

https://doi.org/10.1142/S1088424625500762
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 Dr. Chad Barbour had a short essay titled “Sequential Meaning 

Making in ‘Bob Richardson’” published in the recently released 

collection Snapshots: Teaching Los Bros Hernandez (San Diego 

State University Press). 

 

 Dr. Jun Li had an article published in Frontiers in Microbiology: R. 

Qiu, J. Li, C.J., Jiang, Y. Yu, D.D. Li, X.H. Xie, Y. Lei, L.G. Yao. 

Antibacterial activity of baicalein against Aeromonas hydrophila: in 

vitro and in vivo evaluation. Frontiers in Microbiology, 13 (2025) 

DOI:10.3389/fmicb.2025.1615029. 

 

 Dr. Nalaka Ranasinghage published two articles, in Quaternary 

Science Reviews and Scientific Reports, respectively. 

 

P.N. Ranasinghe, L.H.M.T.M.B. Ambillapitiya, T.  Li, C.C. Shen, G.K. 

Ranasinghe, and S.C. Liu. The last interglacial and mid-Holocene sea level variability in the 

northern Indian Ocean and the influence of hydro-isostasy. Quaternary Science Reviews, 362 

(2025). 

 

P.N. Ranasinghe, K.A. Hughen, T.U.T. Wijewardhana, J.D. Ortiz, A.K.I.U. Kapuge, K.M. 

Ratnayake, N.U. Nanayakkara, A.L.T. Hewawasam, Y.P.S. Siriwardana, and S. Kodithuwakku. 

Interplay of the Indian summer monsoon and intermonsoon precipitation in Sri Lanka due to 

ITCZ migration during the last 80000 years. Scientific Reports, 14 (2024). 

 

Scholarship 

 

 Adam St. John, as a respondent for the American College Theatre Festival, visited and provided 

feedback to shows at Albion College ("The Aliens" on September 20) and Northern Michigan 

University ("Into the Woods" on September 27). 

 

 

College of Business, Engineering, Computer Science, and Mathematics 
 
Student Accomplishments and Activities 

 

 LSSU Robotics Engineering student, Christopher Bohm, attended the IEEE/MTS OCEANS 

2025 Great Lakes Conference in Chicago along with School of Engineering and Technology 

faculty members, Dr. Edo Sarda and Dr. Robert Hildebrand. Christopher presented his research 

on autonomous and unmanned surface vehicles at the conference, and Dr. Sarda was the co-

author of three papers presented.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sdsupress.sdsu.edu/newtitles.html
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/microbiology/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2025.1615029/full
doi:10.3389/fmicb.2025.1615029
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Grants 

 

 LSSU was accepted into the inaugural cohort of Michigan College Access Network’s Gateway 

Course Redesign Faculty Academy. Through expert-led technical assistance, tailored support, 

and cross-institutional collaboration, the Academy equips teams to redesign gateway courses. 

Participating institutions were awarded $10,000 to support their course redesign efforts. 

Comprised of faculty and staff members from the School of Computer Science and Mathematics 

and the Academic Success Center, LSSU’s team will focus on redesigning its developmental 

math program.  

 

"We were drawn to the Gateway Course Redesign Academy because it’s not just about 

redesigning a math course, but it’s about bringing a whole cross-campus team together to 

rethink placement, courses, and processes in a way that centers students,” said Dr. Jennifer 

Gorman, assistant professor of mathematics at Lake Superior State University. “With so many 

of our students being first-generation, this work matters a lot to us. The Academy’s support will 

help us build on the discussions we’ve already been having and move forward with this 

important work.” 

 

Academic Program Successes 

 

 The School of Engineering and Technology received reaccreditation of its B.S. Computer 

Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Mechanical Engineering programs from the 

Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET). ABET also granted initial 

accreditation of the B.S. Robotics Engineering program.  

 

Recruitment and Outreach 

 

 Sponsored by GearUp and KCP MHED grants, 

LSSU hosted a CTE Day on September 25. 

Over 180 high students from nine high schools 

visited campus and learned about our teacher 

education, natural resources, and mechanical 

engineering programs. Several faculty and 

staff members of the School of Engineering 

and Technology participated by leading 

interactive activities and providing lab tours. 

More details, including additional photos, are 

included later in this report. 

 

 

College of Great Lakes Ecology and Education 
 
Student Accomplishments and Activities 

 

● Shelby Eavou (Senior, School of Education) was awarded a scholarship from the Michigan 

Alliance for Environmental and Outdoor Education (MAEOE) to begin the process toward an 

Environmental Educator Certification through the College Associate Program (EEC-CAP). She 

will complete the first steps during the 2025 MAEOE Conference and will have support from 

MAEOE mentors to complete the certification over the following year. This is a unique 

opportunity for an undergraduate. 
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● As part of course requirements, students from Dr. Toni Stith’s TEAC 250 Designing Lessons for 

Science Learning for PK-3 and TEAC 352 Designing Lessons for Science Learning for 3rd-6th 

classes are developing place-based activities for implementation during public or school 

programs at the CFRE Dr. Constance Baker Great Lakes Discovery Center. Students will 

facilitate these activities during the fall semester. Classes were hosted at Barch CFRE to 

experience place-based activities guided by Beth Christiansen and Michelle Visser. 

 

● Twenty-eight students participated in a clean-up of Ashmun Bay event that was organized by 

the Fisheries and Wildlife Club. 

 

● The LSSU Education Club kicked off their inaugural year with two successful events that built 

community and supported local families. Students enjoyed a bonfire picnic to strengthen 

relationships and enjoy the great outdoors. Club members also partnered with the Bayliss Public 

Library for a children’s reading event, where college students read aloud to young children and 

families. These activities highlight the club’s dedication to serving the community with 

educational events. This is the first year that the School of Education has had an Education 

Club. 
 

● Lake State Robotic Demos (Team LSRD), composed of five engineering seniors, are working to 

develop a robot that will be displayed in CFRE’s Dr. Constance Baker Great Lakes Discovery 

Center. Several meetings with the students and CFRE staff have narrowed the goal for what 

tasks the robot will complete while interacting with visitors. The robot will also increase 

awareness of LSSU’s engineering program.  

 

 CFRE is once again providing hands-on learning experiences for a large group of 

undergraduate students this semester. A total of six students have been hired and seven are 

volunteering at the CFRE Fish Hatchery. In addition, six students are supporting grant-funded 

research projects that examine the ecology of Lake Sturgeon and Lake Whitefish, as well as the 

effects of oil on aquatic food webs. Four student assistants are contributing to facility and 

grounds operations and assisting with the campus shuttle to and from CFRE. Another six 

students are engaged in outreach and K–12 education programs, including ongoing cruise ship 

visits that extend into October. 

 

● Forty-four students from NRES284 Forestry and NRES 439 Wildlife Management participated in 

a collaborative project with the UP Resource, Conservation and Development Council on a 

sharp-tailed grouse habitat restoration project on the Hiawatha National Forest in Raco, MI. 

Students planted over 40 acres of warm season grasses that this rare grouse will be able to use 

for nesting habitat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students from Forestry and Wildlife Management classes assisted with a sharp-tailed grouse habitat 

restoration this fall. 
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Grants  

 

 CFRE and the EUP MiSTEM Region were awarded a high school data science grant of $10,000 

to support continued integration of place-based data science in local schools, leveraging 

CFRE's MiWaterNet program and professional expertise.  

 

 CFRE partnered with Headwaters North to fund an Innovation Fellow position that will help build 

cross-campus entrepreneurship and innovative technologies related to CFRE’s mission. Torin 

Miller, a recent Fisheries and Wildlife graduate, will be the inaugural fellow to lead an effort 

related to expanding MiWaterNet sensors, a low-cost water quality sensor network that CFRE 

has implemented in the region. 

 

Publications 

 

 Whetten, A., T., Hefley, D. Haukos, D.E. Brewer. 2025. Simple bagged movement models for 

telemetry data. Ecology and Evolution. 

 

 Wander HL, Lofton ME, Doubek JP, Howard DW, Hipsey MR, Thomas RQ, Carey CC. 2025. 

Warming air temperatures alter the timing and magnitude of reservoir zooplankton biomass. 

Ecological Modelling 509: 111272. 

 

Conference Presentations 

 

 Seven LSSU Fisheries & Wildlife students (Aiden Cardwell, Alana Schofield, Brenden Conger, 

Eli Herriman, Carli Huhn, Anthony Savoie, and Lauren Schagel) submitted abstracts for poster 

presentations at the Midwest Fish & Wildlife conference in Fort Wayne, IN in January 2026. 

They are each presenting on their senior research work. 

 

Scholarship 

 

 CFRE Researchers hosted scientists from University of Michigan, Limnotech, and the US Coast 

Guard as part of the Multi-Partners Research Initiative project that is an international 

collaboration on oil spill research in freshwaters. Using LSSU’s new wave tank, scientists 

created a mock oil spill and deployed sensors in the water, overhead on fixed structures, and on 

drones to determine which technology was the most effective at detecting oil spills in fresh 

water.  

 

 

 

Students had the opportunity to learn 

more about CFRE’s collaborative 

research on the effectiveness of 

varying sensors at detecting oil in 

fresh waters. CFRE led a multi-

institutional experiment in its new 

wave tank this month that will provide 

valuable insights on how we can use 

technology to provide early detection 

of oil spilled. 

 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ece3.72060
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ece3.72060
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ece3.72060
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0304380025002583
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Academic Program Successes 

 

 The Education Programs at LSSU participated in a Virtual Site Visit from the Council for the 

Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) on September 10-12 and received preliminary 

positive feedback. CAEP will release its final report in November. Dr. Jennifer Fager, Dr. Seth 

McCall, Dr. Toni Stith, Dr. Yong Zeng, and Professor Becky Davis led the efforts on behalf of 

LSSU. 

 

Advisory Board Activity 

 

 The School of Natural Resources has begun to form advisory committees for all of its degree 

programs. Each school will have approximately 10-12 members from non-governmental and 

governmental organizations. The first meeting will be held in conjunction with Great Lake State 

Weekend, and will include student networking opportunities, a School of Natural Resources 

tailgate and hockey game. 

 

Recruitment and Outreach 

 

 The Schools of Education, Natural Resources, and Engineering hosted the first annual CTE Day 

on campus on 9/25. Our goal was to register 60 students from regional high schools that have 

Career and Technical Education programs in these areas. We were able to well surpass this 

and we ended up hosting over 180 high school students on campus. Students spent the day at 

LSSU and had interactive sessions with faculty, lunch at the Quarterdeck, and a Q&A panel with 

current students. Approximately 15 faculty and over a dozen students delivered interactive 

activities (e.g., fish dissections, scavenger hunts, lab tours) to the prospective students. The 

feedback we received from students and their teachers has been extremely positive and they 

encouraged us to continue. The event was made possible with help from the Schools, but also 

support from Kristin Graham and her admissions team. GearUp and KCP MHED grants help 

fund the costs of swag, transportation, and lunches for the event. 

 

LSSU hosted over 180 students in CTE program in Education, Natural Resources, and Engineering this 

month. Education students participated in place-based learning activities at Soo Locks (left photo) and all 

students heard from a panel of LSSU undergraduates during a Q&A session (right photo). 

 

 Dr. Jenna Parker and Drew Heckman participated in a STEM event at Cisler in September for 

approximately 20 middle school students. The event was a discussion around careers in the 

sciences. In particular, Jenna talked to the students about mammals, tracks, and skulls, while 

Drew shared information about CFRE’s active research and technology projects.  
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 The Natural Resources CTE program is off to a great start this year with two returning second 

year students and eleven new first year students from high schools across the UP. Plant 

identification just wrapped up, and students have been periodically harvesting native plant 

seeds from CFRE’s garden in anticipation of growing them for a native plant sale in the spring. 

Students also spent a day at the Lake McMahon Nature preserve with the Nature Conservancy 

and Michigan United Conservation Clubs to build brush piles and set up trail cameras to track 

wildlife usage, and they participated in LSSU’s CTE Day. 

 

Community Engagement 

 

 Nearly 275 Victory Cruise visitors enjoyed the Great Lakes Discovery Center (GLDC) in 

September, with many commenting on how wonderful the space is and how well-informed and 

friendly our student workers are. Additionally, 115 members of the public visited the GLDC 

during our regular open hours on the weekend. 

 

 Dr. Moerke and Carter Massey (F&W freshman) assisted with a Saturday morning event, Blue & 

Gold Crew Clean-up, where they cleaned up garden areas near the courthouse downtown. 

 

 As part of ongoing collaboration with the EUP MiSTEM Region and the Les Cheneaux 

Watershed Council, CFRE research technicians Silas Dunn and Drew Heckman installed two 

MiWaterNet sensor stations and supported watershed exploration activities in the Cedarville 

area with 12 local high school students, a teacher, and 3 supporting community members.  

 

 CFRE co-hosted a free showing of the award-winning documentary “THE FISH THIEF: A Great 

Lakes Mystery” with the Great Lakes Fishery Commission. The documentary was shown at the 

Arts Center and there were approximately 60 participants who learned about the ecological 

crisis affecting the Great Lakes fish. Additionally, student clubs and local organizations set up 

informational displays. 

 

 Former LSSU student Gwen Phillips was a part of an underwater live stream where she joined a 

group on a research cruise to a massive “lake mount” in Lake Superior. The event received 

widespread news attention. 

 

 Six Education & Outreach student assistants have been hired to interact with the public and 

school programs. Two students are from School of Education, three from School of Natural 

Resources (fisheries and wildlife majors), one from School of Chemistry, Environmental, and 

Geosciences (environmental science major). Three are returning student workers who are 

guiding new student employees in training for public interactions with cruise passengers and 

members of the public. 

 

 

 

 

CTE high school students at CFRE 

assisted the Nature Conservancy with 

a wildlife habitat project (left) and they 

helped Neil Moran, CFRE’s 

groundskeeper, collect and store 

native wildlife seeds from the 

raingardens around Barch CFRE. 



8 
 

College of Health and Emergency Responders 
 

Student Accomplishments and Activities 

 

 On Friday, September 26, nursing students from NURS 213 Fundamentals of Nursing, and 

NURS 432 Nursing of Populations actively participated in a community drive-through flu and 

COVID-19 vaccination clinic held in the Norris Center parking lot. Instructors Charlotte Kostelyk 

and Jaimee Gerrie collaborated with the Chippewa County Health Department to plan, organize, 

and operate the event. This partnership provided an excellent opportunity for students and 

faculty to support public health initiatives while directly engaging with the community. The clinic 

not only increased accessibility to vital vaccines but also strengthened collaboration between 

the university and local health agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Kinesiology Senior Reece VanderWulp has taken a position at St. Mary’s School as the school’s 

physical education teacher. Reece wants to coach and teach. 

 

 Kinesiology graduate Marcus Davis (2017) founder of Grindhouse Basketball Skills 

Development was featured on social media and the KINS Department Laker Spotlight page. 

 

 Kinesiology graduate Katelyn Moore (2025) has received a research scholarship working 

alongside her professors at Central Michigan University as she is earning her Doctorate of 

Physical Therapy (DPT) degree. 

 

 Kinesiology graduate Isaac Lennox (2021) was featured on the Kinesiology Department social 

media pages with Dr. Chad Carroll (1998), as Isaac will be working alongside Dr. Carroll at 

Purdue University as he works on his PhD in Kinesiology. 
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Recruitment and Outreach 

 

 Dr. Joseph Susi II is continuing his PodCast “KINS is Cool.” There have been two episodes so 

far this semester. The first with senior Sophie Gibbs, as her role as Social Media Specialist is 

discussed. In the second episode, Dr. Susi discussed changes to the new kinesiology 

curriculum that were rolled out in Fall 2025. These conversations not only highlight the voices 

and experiences of current students but also create a stronger sense of connection to the 

program. By making program updates and student involvement accessible in this format, the 

podcast has the potential to boost engagement, strengthen community, and spark interest 

among both current students and those who are considering the program. 

 

Community Engagement 

 

 The LSSU First Responders Association (FRA) has formally adopted a stretch of I-75, from 3 

Mile to 4.5 Mile, as part of the Michigan Department of Transportation’s Adopt-A-Highway 

program. On September 25, 2025, Instructors Bradley Clegg and Bryan Fuller coordinated with 

15 FRA students to complete the organization’s first fall cleanup. 

 

This initiative reflects the FRA’s commitment to civic responsibility and environmental 

stewardship, while providing students with opportunities to demonstrate leadership and 

teamwork outside the classroom. The group plans to conduct cleanups twice annually, in both 

the fall and spring. A highway sign recognizing the FRA’s contribution is now visible along that 

section of I-75, representing LSSU’s presence and positive impact in the community. 

 

 

Conference Presentations 

 

 Searight, H. R. (2025, September 1). Going beyond the principles: Ethical reasoning as a core 

component of psychological literacy. Paper presented at the European Society for Psychology 

Learning and Teaching (ESPLAT), Münster, Germany. 

 

 Searight, H. R. (2025, September 3). Therapeutic lying: Applied ethical reasoning for 

psychology students. Paper presented at the European Society for Psychology Learning and 

Teaching (ESPLAT), Münster, Germany. 
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Library and Academic Services 
 

Presentations 

 

 CETAL hosted a variety of professional development opportunities in September, including: 

 

o Four Lunch-and-Learn sessions featuring presentations by  

 

 Jen Gorman—Peer Perspectives Program 

 Sara Devaprasad—New Moodle Tools and Updates 

 Noah Lucé—Creating Supportive Spaces 

 Marc Boucher—New Directions in Continuing Education 

 

o A faculty and staff book discussion in collaboration with Northern Michigan University on 

Radical Grace. 

 

 Ali Van Doren and Marc Boucher presented Serving Academic Library Needs in a Prison 

Setting at the Upper Peninsula Region of Library Cooperation Conference in Iron Mountain, MI 

on September 18. 

  

 The library hosted a Scholar Series presentation by Noah Lucé, who presented on Supported 

Spaces: Consent, Creativity and Theatrical Intimacy. 

 

 The Study Abroad Fair, featuring three partners and vendors along with LSSU staff, was held. 
 

 In addition to tutoring and supplemental instruction sessions, the Academic Success Center 

held two workshops. One on Reading Comprehension and another on Moodlets and Mood 

Boards. 

  

Grants 

 

 LSSU was awarded a College Success grant from MILEAP under the state Sixty by 30 Initiative. 

This project is a transformative, campus-wide initiative aimed at improving first-year student 

success. Grounded in recent institutional assessments and national best practices, the project 

will enhance student onboarding through, advising, university seminar instruction, and 

strengthening the student support infrastructure through professional development.  

 

Key components of this three-year initiative include expanded faculty and staff professional 

development focused on inclusive teaching and cultural competency, the standardization and 

improvement of first-year seminar courses, and a focus on first-year advising training and 

support for faculty. The proposed project ensures that all students receive consistent and 

coordinated support during the critical first year. The College Success project will help LSSU to 

foster belonging and improve long-term student outcomes through a focus on building 

institutional capacity through professional development opportunities and embedding 

sustainable practices in course design and advising support.  

 

The $505,000 award will be allocated over a three-year grant cycle. Special thanks to the 

primary grant writers: Marc Boucher, Jen Gorman, Jon Sommers, Laura Moening, Jody Schopp, 

and Erica Newland. 
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Community Engagement 

  

 Continuing Education kicked off the new semesters programming with a class on Basic Home 

Plumbing. 

 

 The library hosted an Art Gallery display of Kevin Keenan entitled “World Scenery” and a live 

impasto painting demonstration by the artist. 

 

 The library held a panel discussion in collaboration with Sault Tribe and Dani Fegan on 

Restoration and Reciprocity: Healing Relationships with the Natural World. 
 

 The Native American Center continues to host Soup Tuesdays this fall. All students, faculty, and 

staff are welcome. 
 

 The Native American Center observed Orange Shirt Day in honor of survivors and to raise 

awareness of the residential boarding school system and its lasting impact on Native 

communities. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Continuing Education: Documentary Photography with Scott Laursen begins on October 15 (6 

week class) 

 

 Resumé and Cover Letter Workshop – October 16, at 11:00 am in the Career Services 

Resource Center 

 

 Interview Best Practices Workshop – October 17, at 11:00 am in the Career Services Resource 

Center 

 

 Continuing Education: Learn to Macrame with Stacy Strand – October 18, at 9:00 am 

 

 Mock Interviews – October 20, at 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm in the Career Services Resource Center 

 

 Martin Reinhardt and Tina Moses present “Indigenous Food Research in the Great Lakes 

Region” – October 21, at 3:00 pm in the library. 

 

 Lunch and Learn – Advising Bootcamp: Advanced Academic Advising – October 22, at 2:00 pm 

in CETAL 
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 LSSU Career Fair – October 23, 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm in the Cisler Center 

 

 Christopher Merrett presents “Planning for Sustainable Community Economic Development in 

Michigan’s Upper Peninsula” – October 23, at 6:00 pm in the library 

 

 Battle of the Bands, Arts Center, October 23, 7:30 pm 
 

 Arts Center Turns 21, Arts Center, October 24, 3:00 pm-5:00 pm (join us for food, music and fun 

for Great Lake State Weekend) 
 

 Lunch and Learn – Process Oriented Guided Inquiry Learning with Bridgette Russell – October 

29, at 2:00 pm in CETAL 

 

 Movie: Rocky Horror Picture Show, Arts Center, November 1, 11:59 pm 


