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Academic Affairs Update 
November 15, 2025 

 

Thank You to All Who Support Our Student 
Athletes 

Congratulations to our Men’s Division I Hockey student-
athletes on their outstanding academic achievement! In the 
NCAA’s latest report, the team earned a perfect 1000 
Academic Progress Rate (APR). 

On behalf of the entire Athletics staff, Athletic Director Tory 
Lindley extends his heartfelt thanks to all faculty and staff for 
their continued support of our student-athletes’ academic 
success and retention. You can read more about this 
accomplishment here. 

 

Charter School Office 
 

The Charter School Office hosted more than 100 students, chaperones, and parents from our academies 

on October 23-24. Participants took part in a variety of campus activities, many visiting campus, and even 

crossing the Mackinac Bridge, for the first time. 

 

Students experienced campus life firsthand during their stay in Osborn Hall and learned about preparing for 

college financially through presentations from Admissions and Financial Aid, as well as an interactive 

financial literacy activity led by our partners at Limestone Credit Union. 

 

Academic programming was showcased through departmental visits, classroom interactions with 

professors, and guided campus tours. Students also enjoyed a glimpse of campus social life through 

events such as Battle of the Bands, Bedlam in the Cooper, Treasure Trek, activities in the Student Activity 

Center and Norris Center, and attendance at a Laker Hockey game. 

 

Hosting this event during Great Lake State Week (GLSW) provided even more opportunities to highlight 

LSSU including the Arts Center Birthday Celebration, Emergency Medical Services Simulation Showcase, 

Center for Freshwater Research and Education Open House, and Robotics Lab tours. 

 

Feedback from students, chaperones, and parents was overwhelmingly positive, and we look forward to 

building on the success of this inaugural event. We extend our sincere thanks to all our university partners, 

with special appreciation to Kristin Graham and her team for their outstanding support. 

 

 

 

https://lssulakers.com/news/2025/10/27/mens-ice-hockey-laker-hockey-earns-perfect-apr-score-showcasing-academic-excellence.aspx
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College of Arts and Sciences 
 
Grants  

 

 Dr. Barbara Evans is a co-primary investigator on a successful United States Department of 

Agriculture National Institute of Food and Agriculture (USDA-NIFA) proposal with Ohio State 

University titled “Workforce Development through Integration of Aquaponics and Aquaculture in 

Formal and Non-Formal Education in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio.” The 2-year grant of 

$185,250 will begin in January 2026. 

 

Publications and Creative Works 

 

 Dr. Melissa Shaffer-O’Connell published an article titled “Leveling Up: Interest Group Decision-

Making on Targeted Levels of Government in Federal Systems” in the journal Interest Groups & 

Advocacy.  

 

Honors and Awards 

 

 Dr. Kirk Mauldin was honored this month at the annual meeting of the Michigan Sociological 

Association with the 2025 Marvin Olsen Award for distinguished service to Sociology in the State of 

Michigan. 

 

 Dr. Melissa Shaffer-O’Connell was awarded the Founder's Award from the Michigan Political 

Science Association for contributions to the discipline. 

 

 

Student Accomplishments and Activities 

 

 Grace Corbin (Environmental Science) presented her poster "Mycorrhizal Effects on Copper Uptake 

by Soy" at the American Chemical Society Upper Peninsula Local Section Student Research 

Symposium on October 4, 2025. 

 

 Virginia Moore (Environmental Science) is working on a project to raise local crayfish obtained from 

Michigan Wholesale Walleye ponds. She is also working with the LSSU Aquaculture Club to design 

a water filter that works for the crayfish. The project, in partnership with Headwaters North, is 

assessing options for marketing the new filter design. 

 

 Dr. Kandel's GEOL 315 Geoenvironmental Systems class continues to engage in the field to gain 

real-world experience of geomorphic processes and collect data on river flow and dune erosion.  

 

 

Study of riverine geomorphology in Goulais River, 
Canada 

Study of shoreline morphodynamics in Big Pine 
Beach  

 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41309-025-00254-w
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 Dr. Paul Kelso and research students assisted with a cold case investigation. The project involved 

multiple geophysical studies at the site, which was conducted in collaboration with law enforcement 

personnel and archeologists. The objective of the project was to recognize disturbed sediments and 

soils which could be related to potential burials at the site. The initial results of the LSSU 

geophysical study were shared with law enforcement. This project provides hands on experience 

for LSSU students to use geophysical tools to assist a law enforcement investigation. Data 

processing and analysis related to this project continues as a LSSU student research project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The LSSU Geology Club, advised by Dr. Nalaka Ranasinghage and Dr. Paul Kelso, organized a 

visit to the new Soo Lock construction site on October 17. The megaproject, which will span 

approximately 10-years and cost an estimated $3 billion dollars, will add a new lock to the existing 

Soo Locks system. Participants included students and faculty from the School of Chemistry, 

Environmental, and Geosciences and the School of Engineering and Technology. During the visit, 

the group toured the site with staff from the Army Corps of Engineers, including three Army Corps 

geoscientists. They observed the ongoing excavation of the Jacobsville Sandstone, the construction 

of parts of the new lock, and learned about the lock construction processes. Many students and 

faculty also collected samples of the Jacobsville Sandstone from the lock construction site, the 

same distinctive stone that adorns the base of the Crawford Hall tower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

LSSU students assist in a cold case investigation in collaboration with law 
enforcement and archeologists. 
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Recruitment and Outreach 

 

 Charter school students visiting the biology labs during Great Lake 

State Weekend were recruited to help solve the mystery of the 

microorganisms causing an outbreak of pumpkin zombies.  

 

Appointments to Boards and Professional Organizations 

 

 Dr. Barbara Evans was appointed to the US Aquaculture Society (USAS) Awards Committee. 

 

Scholarship 

 

 On October 12, Professor Adam St. John led a workshop on "Creating Choreography with 

Viewpoints" at the Upper Peninsula Day of Theatre at Northern Michigan University with students 

from NMU and Michigan Technological University. 

 

 From October 16-20, Professor Adam St. John attended the 61st Chicago International Festival, 

participating in a variety of screenings and talkbacks with filmmakers from all across the world. 

 

 Professor of Theatre and Director of the Arts Center, Noah Lucé, served as the Intimacy 

Choreographer for the production of Dracula: A Comedy of Terrors at City Lights Theatre Company 

in San Jose, California. In his role he designed and oversaw the physical language of relationship, 

movement and stage intimacy, ensuring that the comedic, camp-horror re-imagining of the vampire 

myth remained dynamic, evocative, and supported for the actors. The Mercury News review notes 

that “there is a riotous love scene involving a sexy saxophone… a ton of cartwheels will take that 

sexual energy to the next level” (Chávez, October 8, 2025). Through orchestrating the intimacy for 

this play, he supported the narratives of seduction, danger, and hilarity. His work helped lead to an 

excellent review from local media outlets and audiences alike. 

 

  

 

College of Business, Engineering, Computer Science, and Mathematics 
 

Academic Program Successes 

 

 The School of Engineering and Technology hosted a Transfer Student Dinner to 

help students who transferred to LSSU build connections, share insights about 

common struggles, and become more aware of the resources that are available 

as students navigate a new academic environment and culture. Ten students 

and three faculty members attended the successful event. 

Professor Noah Lucé, served as the Intimacy Choreographer for the production of 
Dracula: A Comedy of Terrors at City Lights Theatre Company in San Jose, California 
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 School of Engineering and Technology (SET) faculty 

implemented a new student mentorship program in EGNR 

101 Introduction to Engineering to better connect freshmen 

with upper-level students.  

 

Grants  

 

 The School of Engineering and Technology received a $14,000 grant from the Gene Haas 

Foundation to support LSSU engineering and technology students directly with tuition, books, and 

hand tools for machining-based education.  

  

Student Accomplishments and Activities 

 

 Students in LSSU’s chapter of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) attended the 

ASME Student Leader Weekend, October 2-5, in Indianapolis, IN with their faculty advisor, Dr. 

Masoud Zarepoor.  

 

 Engineering students Lydia Knapp and Hunter Nowakowski attended the IEOM World Congress on 

Industrial Engineering and Operations Management in Windsor, Ontario, October 14 and 15. The 

students gained insight about AI as it relates to manufacturing and automation.  

 

 A team of engineering students completed the IEEEXtreme 24-hour programming competition on 

October 25 and placed 49th in the nation.  

 

Recruitment and Outreach 

 

 On October 23, faculty and staff in each school interacted with charter school students who visited 

campus for Great Lake State Weekend. They provided tours of labs, gave information about 

academic programs and led fun, hands-on activities.  

 

 Mathematics faculty hosted Math Modeling Day on October 8.Thirty-one high school students from 

EUP high schools came to campus and spent the day using math to model a real world situation. 

This year’s warm up model was about how much concrete is needed for sidewalks for the island 

part of Sault Ste Marie. Students were given a map of the island and a tape measure. The main 

model focused on how iron ore could be shipped from the Minntac mine in Minnesota to Great 

Lakes Steel outside of Detroit should there be an indefinite shutdown of the Poe Lock. Students 

were given information about rail lines in the Upper Peninsula, shipping times, and boat fleet 

information. Students worked on a solution in groups and gave a presentation to a panel of judges.  

 

 The EUPISD hosted Manufacturing Day for 323 students from nine schools on LSSU’s campus on 

October 16. School of Engineering and Technology faculty and staff participated by providing tours 

of the Robotics Lab and demonstrating how robots are used in manufacturing.  

 

Conference Presentations 

 

 On October 11, Dr. Saad Ashraf and his co-author, Houra Hajian, presented their paper "Greed at 

the Front Desk: How Competitive Climate and Dispositional Greed Drive Deviance in Frontline 

Employees" at the Midwest Academy of Management Conference in Cleveland, OH. 
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Advisory Board Activity 

 

 The School of Engineering and Technology hosted an Industrial Advisory Board (IAB) meeting on 

October 24. The IAB Engineering Outreach & Recruitment Initiative has raised over $80,000 per 

year for the next three years. IAB members volunteered to write letters to the parents of prospective 

students within the next few months to help with recruitment.  

 

College of Great Lakes Ecology and Education 
 

Student Accomplishments and Activities 

 

 Kennedi Johnson (Fisheries and Wildlife), Elizabeth Angell (Biology), and Adam Sedgeman 

(Fisheries and Wildlife) delivered poster presentations at Algoma University as part of a larger event 

focused on the science of oil spills in fresh waters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shelby Eavou participated in the Michigan Alliance for Environmental and Outdoor Education 

(MAEOE) conference in Marquette, MI on October 3-5 through a scholarship. While there, she also 

began the process of earning an Environmental Educator Certification, paid in full by another 

scholarship. 

 

 Sarah Gremmer & Dr. Kapuscinski led an Acoustic 

Telemetry Workshop for Fisheries & Wildlife Club members 

(photo to the right). Participants learned about the basics of 

acoustic telemetry technology, were presented overviews of 

two grant-funded projects at the Center for Freshwater 

Research and Education (CFRE) and then practiced surgical 

implantation of mock transmitters in fish. 

 

 The School of Natural Resources (SNR) hosted a professional meet-and-greet at Barch CFRE for 

students as part of SNR’s advisory committee events. Over 65 students had the opportunity to 

network with approximately 20 professionals. 
 

 The Fisheries and Wildlife Club hosted Kyle Greer, of Delta Waterfowl, to learn about opportunities 

to get involved with wetland conservation. Kyle and Delta sponsor a guided hunt for students next 

month. 

 

 Six high school Career Technical Education (CTE) students and five LSSU Fisheries and Wildlife 

seniors attended evening field trips organized by CTE instructor Michelle Visser to Mackinac Raptor 

Watch’s fall owl banding station in St. Ignace. They observed Northern Saw-whet owls being 

Kennedi Johnson (left) and Ellie Angel (right), 

both LSSU undergrads, presenting their 

research at Algoma University as part of a 

US-Canadian oil research symposium. Both 

students work alongside LSSU and 

international researchers trying to better 

understand the impacts of oil spills on 

freshwater food webs. 
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banded and studied and had a great opportunity to talk with the banders about their career paths 

and get advice on pursuing similar work.  

 

 The College of Great Lakes Ecology and Education 

(CoGLEE) held their 2nd Annual CoGLEE Olympics which 

had over 35 students participate with faculty and staff for the 

coveted CoGLEE Olympics Trophy and a year of bragging 

rights. Friendly team competition included Pie Eating, 

Wader Relay Races, Ski Race, and Life Saving Toss; all of 

which encouraged collaboration and community building 

(and lots of laughs).  Shout out to the Pumpkins—all 

Teacher Education students—for being the 2025 winning 

team (photo to the right). 

 

 The CFRE Fish Hatchery hosted over 35 students and 12 CTE students during the annual Atlantic 

Salmon broodstock collection. This is a high interest and energetic event as the students get a 

chance to work up close and personal with adult Atlantic Salmon. Students use a gill net to capture 

adult salmon, and they then learn how to untangle and process the fish for holding. This season, 

the students captured their goal of 184 breeding pairs with ease. The fish are then held in raceways 

within the hatchery until they mature and then eggs are collected. This project is possible with many 

thanks to Cloverland Electric for allowing us to use their space and providing access to netting 

grounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High school and university students play an important role in our hatchery process by helping collect the adults to spawn 

for the next generation. 

 

 

Career Tech students and 

Fish and Wildlife students 

participated in banding and 

aging saw-whet owls in St. 

Ignace last month. 
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 Dr. Doubek led a Trees ‘N’ Tracks event with the 

Fisheries and Wildlife Club on Sugar Island on 

October 25. Dr. Doubek and seven students hiked 

around the island and identified trees and wildlife on a 

beautiful fall day (photo on the right). Highlights 

included seeing a few majestic, older trees and a 

beaver up close. 

 

 

 

Publications  

 

 VanDrunen, S., M. Dufour, E. Roseman, R. DeBruyne, A. Moerke, H. Harrington, T. Calappi, K. 

McDonnell, and B. Gerig. In Press. Larval fish export in response to altered discharge in the St. 

Marys River rapids. Journal of Great Lakes Research. 

 

 Freeman, SDD, Smith JB, Ackiss AS, Anweiler KV, Freeman HN, Hessell CR, Jonas J, LaFaver CJ, 

Olsen EJ, Doubek JP. Day versus night relations between larval lake whitefish, cisco, and 

zooplankton onshore in Lakes Michigan, Huron, and Superior. Journal of Great Lakes Research, In 

Press. This publication is the result of Simon Freeman’s (Fisheries and Wildlife) undergraduate 

thesis. 

 

Conference Presentations 

 

 Dr. Brewer presented an invited talk at a symposium for the Waterbirds Society Conference in 

Traverse City. The talk was entitled: ‘Creating and leveraging information to conserve habitat of a 

secretive and data deficient species.’ 

 

 Dr. Kevin Kapuscinski presented an overview of CFRE’s research program at the Michigan Tribal 

Environmental Group 2025 Quarter 4 Meeting, which spurred opportunities to collaborate with tribal 

agencies on research and undergraduate education efforts. 

 

 Dr. Ashley Moerke presented research findings from ICOR-OWN, the International Consortium on 

Oil Research that LSSU leads in collaboration with Algoma University and partners. Dr. Moerke 

presented at the MPRI Advisory Committee meetings in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

 

Recruitment and Outreach 

 

 Twenty-three 10th graders from Bay City Academy visited CFRE, toured the hatchery and learned 

about sturgeon, macroinvertebrates, zooplankton, and LSSU’s programs. 

 

 Sixty 2nd grade students from JKL Bahweting visited CFRE to learn about native wildflowers, 

pollination, and seed dispersal. Their visit will be followed up by activities to support continued 

learning in the classroom. School of Education senior Delaney Stec was instrumental in planning 

this event. 

 

 The School of Education Ambassadors facilitated a Family Math Night at the LSSU Charter School, 

North Central Academy. Families and students participated in four math stations, had dinner 

together, and won prizes. The Family Math Night was designed and led by Teacher Education 

majors, Brianna Petersen and Delaney Stec. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jglr.2025.102659
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jglr.2025.102659
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0380133025001625
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0380133025001625
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 Education Ambassadors supported the EUPISD by facilitating math activities at the Math Night 

Spooktacular at Sault Area Elementary School. Hundreds of students and family members 

participated in the math activities designed by Teacher Education students including Trevor Bonar, 

Keyland Bolles, Julia Elwgren, Karoline Root, Laci Paidl, Brianna Petersen, and Delaney Stec. 

 

 Approximately 50 charter school high school students and teacher/chaperones explored the Great 

Lakes Discovery Center at Barch CFRE and the Fish Hatchery during Great Lakes State Weekend 

on October 24. Tours were facilitated by CFRE staff and students. 

 

 Twenty-six high school students and 3 chaperones from iCademy returned to Barch CFRE on 

October 25 for additional time in the Great Lakes Discovery Center (GLDC) and hatchery. 

 

 Dr. Doubek traveled to Charlton Heston Academy in St. Helen, MI on October 16th, and interacted 

with about 20-25 charter school high school students. He talked to them about LSSU and 

opportunities in the natural resources fields. 

 

 Dr. Doubek attended a career event on Oct 17th in Holland, MI at Careerline Tech Center. He 

interacted with about 30-35 students at CTC and talked to them about opportunities at LSSU and in 

natural resources. 

 

 Dr. Jenna Parker traveled to Alpena to host a table at 

the EcoCareers event on Tuesday, October 21st (see 

photo at right). The event hosted 500 middle school 

students who cycled among tables. The middle 

schoolers were from several local schools, with the 

farthest driving 1.5 hours to reach the event. Dr. Parker 

talked to the students about mammal skulls and what it 

is like to be a conservation biologist, professor, and 

researcher. She handed out swag and talked about 

LSSU’s NRES program and career opportunities. 

  

 Around 20 high school students from Charleton Heston Academy visited Barch CFRE on October 

27. After learning fish anatomy through Atlantic salmon dissections, students learned about our 

research projects from Fisheries and Wildlife major Aiden Cardwell.   

 

 Education & Outreach team members Beth Christiansen and Asia Kachuk (Environmental Science 

major) visited the 8th grade careers class at JKL Bahweting on October 27, introducing students to 

macroinvertebrate ID and watershed engineering. Eighteen of these 8th graders then visited 

CFRE’s Discovery Center the next day. During their visit, they tested the watershed they designed 

The School of Education’s new Club, 

Education Ambassadors, is starting off 

hot! They have already led math 

activities at Sault Area Elementary and 

North Central Academy, an LSSU 

charter school. The students are 

gaining great experiences working with 

children, but also doing a fabulous job 

at supporting the community and 

building partnerships with K-12 schools. 
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as well as their newfound macroinvertebrate identification skills. They also explored humanity’s 

relationship with, and impact on, lake sturgeon. 

 

 On October 28, twenty-five high school students from Alpena TRIO visited CFRE, touring the 

hatchery and main building—including key research resources like the wave tank—and exploring 

the Discovery Center. 

 

 CFRE hosted three Sault High School students on Job Shadow day on October 27. Students 

learned about research at Barch CFRE, met with a faculty to discuss career opportunities, and they 

spent time helping with broodstock collection at the CFRE Fish Hatchery.  

  

Publicity 

 

 Peters Helps Lead Bipartisan Legislation to Improve Safety and Security of U.S. Pipeline 

Infrastructure.  

 

 Peters pushes for new pipeline safety center in Great Lakes region 

 

 LSSU and Algoma University team up to improve oil spill response 
 
 American, Canadian universities team up to tackle oil spill research in the Great Lakes 

 

 Want a master’s in fisheries faster? LSSU has a new option 

 

Community Engagement 

 

 The 2025 Victory Cruise season wrapped up this month, following a summer in which 35 cruises 

docked outside CFRE. The final cruise on October 23rd saw 66 ship visitors stop into the GLDC to 

learn about water issues, aquatic ecosystems, and the research and other initiatives at CFRE. 

These guests came from states far and wide, such as Washington, California, Colorado, Wyoming, 

Florida, and New York. This brought the total to nearly 1,200 cruise guests this summer. 

 

 Twenty-five visitors stopped into the GLDC during our regular open hours on October 4. The GLDC 

was also open on the remaining three Saturdays in October. Beginning November 1st and 

continuing until after Memorial Day, open hours for the GLDC switch to twice a month, with a story 

and crafts for kids on the first Saturday and a variety of special events on the third Saturday. 

 

 On October 25, 116 visitors came to the Halloween creepy critters event at the GLDC to celebrate 

Halloween by learning more about lamprey, spiders, insects, and bats. The programming was 

developed by Education & Outreach student assistants Aisa Kachuk (Environmental Science), 

Alaina Kecskes (Fisheries and Wildlife), and Anna Figert (Teacher Education). The day’s success 

included support from other Education & Outreach assistants: Blake Patterson (Fisheries and 

Wildlife), Delaney Smith (Teacher Education), Josie Riebow (Fisheries and Wildlife), and Taylor 

Allen (Fisheries and Wildlife). 

 

 Seven Michigan Alliance for Environmental Outreach and Education conference participants visited 

the Great Lakes Discovery Center (GLDC) at Barch CFRE. The GLDC was an optional stopover 

visit for conference attendees on their way over to the conference in Marquette.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-helps-lead-bipartisan-legislation-to-improve-safety-and-security-of-us-pipeline-infrastructure
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-helps-lead-bipartisan-legislation-to-improve-safety-and-security-of-us-pipeline-infrastructure
https://www.sooleader.com/local-news/peters-pushes-for-new-pipeline-safety-center-in-great-lakes-region-11317083?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Oct%2008,%202025%2012:00%20pm&utm_content=mc_smi_local
https://www.sooleader.com/local-news/lssu-and-algoma-university-team-up-to-research-oil-spill-effects-on-the-great-lakes-11323276
https://www.sooeveningnews.com/story/news/environment/2025/10/11/lssu-algoma-universities-partner-on-freshwater-oil-spill-research-in-great-lakes/86599125007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=undefined&gca-ft=0&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.sooeveningnews.com/story/news/education/2025/10/24/earn-bachelors-masters-fisheries-wildlife-five-years-lssu/86840296007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx40p000850c000850e005100v11xx40b00xxxxd11xx65&gca-ft=234&gca-ds=sophi
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Scholarship Activity 

 

 On October 1, 2025 the fall oil mesocosm experiment was started at CFRE to investigate the 

impacts of oil spills on freshwater food webs. This experiment runs for 30 days and will conclude on 

November 5, 2025. The experiment is an international collaboration funded by NRCan MPRI and 

includes collaborators from Algoma University, University of Windsor and the US Coast Guard. 

 

 On October 8, 2025, a press event was held at CFRE about the NRCan MPRI funded Biological 

Impacts of Oil project that is an international collaboration between LSSU, Algoma University, 

University of Windsor, and the US. Coast Guard. 

 

 On October 8, 2025, Dr. Cecilia Heuvel, Mr. Drew Heckman, Ms. Elizabeth Angell, Ms. Kennedi 

Johnson, and Mr. Adam Sedgeman delivered poster presentations at Algoma University as a part of 

an event focused on the science of oil spills in fresh waters. Dr. Heuvel presented the poster The 

ICOR-OWN BIO project: Understanding biological responses to oil in freshwater wetland 

ecosystems. Mr. Heckman presented the poster Low cost in-situ sensors for detecting oil spills in 

fresh waters. Ms. Angell presented the poster Assessment of in-situ biodegradation of marine diesel 

and mixed sweet blend oil in freshwaters, Baie de Wasai, Michigan. Ms. Johnson presented the 

poster The effects of crude oil on phytoplankton in simulated wetlands, and Mr. Sedgeman 

presented the poster Cost-effective oil absorbent materials for oily wastewater filtration. 

 

Advisory Board Activity 

 

 During Great Lake State Weekend, the School of Natural Resources launched three new advisory 

committees for the Bachelor’s programs in Fisheries and Wildlife Management, Conservation 

Biology, and Outdoor Recreation and Leadership. Each committee has between 8-10 members 

from across the upper Great Lakes including the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Bay 

Mills Indian Community, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, Little Traverse Conservancy, Michigan 

State Extension, Milwaukee Zoo, and more. Over half of the members are LSSU alumni. The 

meetings included committee discussions around the curriculum and student opportunities, a meet-

and-greet with over 60 School of Natural Resource students at CFRE, a tailgate prior to the hockey 

game, and tickets to the hockey game. Special thanks to Athletics for providing tickets for our 

members. The entire event was a big success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in the School of Natural Resources (SNR) had the opportunity to network with 20 professionals from over a 

dozen agencies and organizations across the upper Great Lakes. The Meet-and-Greet was coordinated as part of the 

SNR Advisory Committee meetings and had 65 students participate.
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College of Health and Emergency Responders 

 
Student Accomplishments and Activities 

 

 Following the recent campus-wide power outage, Kinesiology student Caleb Henderson organized 

a community event, Big Day of Fun, to provide an opportunity for students affected by the disruption 

to relax, reconnect, and engage in recreational activities. Held at the public baseball fields adjacent 

to the college, the event featured baseball, volleyball, cornhole, and other group games. Over 50 

students participated. Mr. Henderson independently coordinated all aspects of the event, including: 

 

o Securing sponsorship and funding from the Fundamental Baptist Church; 

o Purchasing food and supplies from Gordon Foods and Walmart; 

o Managing logistics, communications, and student outreach via email and social 

media; 

o Transporting and setting up equipment (tables, games, canopies, and cooking 

materials); 

o Preparing and cooking food at his grandmother’s home in Sault Ste. Marie, with 

assistance from family and friends; and, 

o Overseeing event setup, supervision, and cleanup. 

 

Leftover food was donated back to the church to support a prayer meeting and feed a local 

construction crew. This initiative required approximately 11–12 hours of planning and execution. 

The event successfully fostered student engagement, promoted community well-being, and 

provided a positive outlet for students affected by the campus disruption. 

 

 The LSSU Chapter of Psi Chi hosted their annual Getting into Graduate School in Psychology 

Event on Friday, October 10. Twelve Psychology students attended, juniors and seniors. 

Presentations were given by Dr. Searight (writing personal statements and social media presence), 

Joe Sbar, Prof. Stephanie Bowlby, and Jessica Otey (school psychology), Karly McLean (social 

work), Neal Willing (Licensed Professional Counselor), and Dr. Olson-Pupek provided some 

commentary on experimental psychology.  



13  

 

 The Lake Superior Student Nurses Association (LSSNA) represented our School of Nursing at the 

Michigan Nursing Student Association (MNSA) Annual State Convention. LSSNA was awarded a 

$500 club scholarship in recognition of being the school that traveled the greatest distance to 

participate. The organization plans to use this award to further support its members’ professional 

development and engagement. In addition to the club scholarship, several individual students also 

received recognition from event sponsors. Nursing student Amber Curtis was awarded payment 

covering her NCLEX examination fee and first year of nursing licensure, a remarkable achievement 

reflecting her dedication and excellence. Throughout the convention, our students demonstrated 

outstanding professionalism and enthusiasm. They actively participated in leadership development 

sessions, engaged with vendors, and established valuable networking connections that will 

contribute to their continued academic and professional success. 

 

Honors and Awards 

 

 Dr. Kristina Olson-Pupek was selected to participate in a Society for 

the Teaching of Psychology (STP) workshop on the Scholarship of 

Teaching and Learning (SoTL) prior to the STP Annual Conference 

on Teaching held in Minneapolis, MN on October 16. This 

workshop focused on building community, learning SoTL basics, 

and mentoring from established SoTL practitioners. 

 

Academic Program Successes 

 

 The entire graduating class from the 2024-25 Paramedic cohort have successfully tested and have 

a 100% National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians (NREMT) pass rate. All candidates 

are now either certified or eligible for certification and Michigan licensure. 

 

Recruitment and Outreach 

 

 The School of Criminal Justice, Fire Science, and 

Emergency Medical Services welcomed seven 

charter school students to campus during Great 

Lake State Weekend. As part of the Charter School 

Event, students explored the firearms range with 

Professor Bradley Clegg, learned about the fire 

engine with Instructor Jim Garlitz, and experienced 

the driving simulator—both with and without “drunk 

goggles”—under the guidance of Professor 

Henderson. 

 

 The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) program recently celebrated its 25th anniversary during 

Great Lake State Weekend.  Professor Bryan Fuller and his students hosted visitors at the 

LSSU/MyMichigan Superior Simulation Center to highlight the advancements and technology that 

have made LSSU’s EMS program one of the best. 

 

Conference Presentations 

 

 Dr. Kristina Olson-Pupek presented at the Society for the Teaching of Psychology (STP) Annual 

Conference on Teaching with other members of the STP Presidential Task Force – Resources for 

Conducting Research on a Budget: Boysen, G. A., Bartsch, R. A., Edlund, J. E., Farrell, C., Gosnell, 

C. L., Joseph, T., Olson-Pupek, K. J., Qiao, B., Thomas, J. J., Woodward, A. M., & Younis, M. 
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(2024, October 16-18). Resources for conducting research on a budget [Symposium]. Annual 

Conference on Teaching, Minneapolis, MN. 

 

Community Engagement 

 

 The First Responders Association (FRA) held a Burger Bash fundraiser on October 14 at the Sault 

Elks.  A portion of the proceeds are going to the recently established Jason Carstens Scholarship.  

FRA Officers and 19 FRA students build connections with Elks staff in collaborating to assist the 

Elks club with activities during the I-500 race Spring 2026.  

 

 Partnering with the Sault City Police Department, students from the CJUS 206 Public Safety 

Internship class supported community events by assisting with parking and traffic during the 

October 17 homecoming parade and volunteering at the Sault High School football game. Through 

these activities, students strengthened their connection to the community by supporting public 

safety efforts that directly benefit the city and its residents. 

 

 On October 4–5, Kinesiology students provided volunteer assistance during the annual Festival of 

Races, contributing to event organization and participant support throughout the weekend. 

 

 On October 14, Kinesiology students Sophie Gibbs, Emily Fleming, Caleb Henderson, Trista Bupp, 

and Izzy Yeoman, accompanied by Professor Jody Susi, visited Sault Middle School to present to a 

health class taught by LSSU alumna Brittney Killips (Newberry). The presentations covered topics 

in Nutrition and Growth and Development, offering engaging, age-appropriate education to middle 

school students. 

 

 On October 25, the Kinesiology Club held their annual Great Lake State Weekend (GLSW) Fun 

Run 5K.  They partnered with the Yooper Running Company and received sponsorship from Simply 

Soo Gift Shop, Superior Cafe, LSSU Campus Life, The Wicked Sister, Buffalo Wild Wings, Cup of 

the Day, Dominos, Applebee’s, and The Palace. This event brings together runners from our local 

community as well as GLSW alumni and campus visitors.   

 

 On Wednesday, October 22nd, 2025-Prosecuting Attorney Kristin Giommi and Undersheriff Ryan 

Hering presented formal education related to Human Trafficking and What Nurses Need to Know to 

the senior nursing students in NURS 436 Contemporary Issues in Nursing. 

 

 On Thursday, October 29, students enrolled in NUR 325 Nursing of Childbearing Families 

partnered with MyMichigan Sault to co-host the 26th Annual Community Baby Shower. This 

community health fair serves women and families from Chippewa, Luce, and Mackinac counties, 

offering education and resources on a wide range of maternal and child health topics. Lake 

Superior State University (LSSU) Nursing has participated in this event for the past 12 years. 

During the fair, nursing students engage expectant mothers and families with infants in discussions 
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on topics such as postpartum depression, preeclampsia, and vaccinations, among others. 

Approximately 20 community agencies and local businesses also took part, providing students with 

valuable opportunities to network and expand their understanding of community-based healthcare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Witch, Arts Center, November 12 and 14 at 7:00 pm and November 15 at 2:30 pm and 7:30 pm 

 

• MDOC Graduation, Arts Center, November 19 at 1:00 pm 

 

• Lunch & Learn: Podcasting & Effective Communication: Encouraging Students to Engage In and 

With Digital Media with Adam St. John, CETAL, November 19, 2:00 pm 

 

• Scholar Series: Mythbusters: Food Edition with Koral Brady, Library Commons, 6:30 pm 

 

• Brass Queens, Arts Center, November 21 at 7:00 pm 

 

• Jazz Concert, Arts Center, November 22 at 3:00 pm 

 

• Winter Concert, Arts Center, November 23 at 2:00 pm 

 

• Lunch & Learn: Yoga for Tired and Stressed People with Koral Brady, CETAL, December 2 at 

12:00 pm 

 

• Therapy Dogs, Library Commons, December 5 at 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 

 

• Exam Slam, Library Commons, December 7 at 4:00 pm - Midnight 
 
 

   


